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Whatever happened 
to David Pleasance? 
Turn to page 49 to 
find out! 
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PowerBase 3.4 



Plus much 
more - see 
back cover 



ES3 




ShopperReviews 



• M1438S monitor: Amiga 
Technologies have released a 
new monitor. We check it out. 

• PageStream 3.0h2: The 
new version of a heavyweight 
publishing program. 

• Organiser 2: The latest 
version of Digita's personal information manager. 

• Edit Plug: KRP's new product is designed to make 
video editing simple. 

• Personal Suite: Cloanto's new CD-ROM with four full 
programs from their popular range. 

• The most recent CD-ROMs reviewed and rated. 



Get rich! 

Be a business success 
using just your Amiga. 
We show you how! 
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ShopperTutorials 



3D 

Mojo exclusively reveals some of the secrets behind 
the creation of Babylon 5. 

Comms 

E-mail is one of the most widely-used applications on 
the Internet. We tell you how to make the most of it. 

DTP 

You've decided on your software and prepared your 
elements, now we learn how to paste up the pages. 

AMOS 

We explain how to use 3D buttons in your programs 
and talk about screen zones. 




VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE 

http://www.flevel.co.uk for latest prices & bargains 
NEW THIS MONTH 
Books - Connect your Amiga 

A Guide to the internet, Lans & BBS & online Services 
by Dale L.Larsen - This is by an ex C= member of the Amiga 
Networking Group. Well written comprehensive, this is a must 
254 pages £11.95. 



The Multi-Data Machine gives you a 4X CdRom plus a 
650M removable in one half height drive. The Fourth Level 
software includes the advanced tools for removable media 
which have until now. only been available on the 
Mo-Miga (FLD's top of the range 1 .3Gb M.O. system). 
Ami-FileSafe - the new filing system which has taken 
the Amiga market place by storm is also included 
along with with Full CDRom support. 
Prices: Internal SCSI2 £510.00+ VAT = £599.25 
Options: External add £ 45.00+VAT = £ 52.87 
Oktagon Card add £ 95.00+ VAT = £1 11.62 



Warning if you use a hard drive using FFS then if 
your machine crashes or you reset whilst writing to 
disk then your drive will most likely be invalid. 
Get protected now with AFS. 
All our HARD DRIVES are shipped with AFS 
New LOW Prices 

Phone for details - SCSI, IDE all types available. 

Envoy £45.00 incl VAT 

Amiga Envoy is the standard Amiga peer-to-peer 
networking software developed by Commodore's 
Amiga Networking Group. 
"Cool" - 

Dave Haynie, Ex C= Senior Hardware Engineer 
We are Sole European Distributors 

Commodore Death Bed Video £ 14.00 Inc Vat! 
By the master - Dave Haynie 
Brilliant personal video shot by Dave Haynie. Over 
two hours of recollections, stories & action by 
the C= people. This is a video you must not miss. 
The Christmas present for every Amiga fan 



Play safe. Dealers can supply AFS as standard. 
AFS protects your hard drive from invalidation. Choose a 
dealer who can supply your new A 1200 & A4000 with AFS as 
standard. Get safety and vastly improved performance. 
REMEMBER THE MOTTO - 
NO AFS!! - NO DEAL!! 



And NOW ZIP rives shipped with AFS 



OAF 



Fourth Level Removable Media Networking Tools included 



DISKSALV 3.5 AFS with free upgrad 
to V4AFS includes FFS bug fixes & 
file recovery for AFS £40.00 inc VAT 
This enhanced version is a result of the 
combined work of FLD & Dave Haynie 
Shipping NOW!! 



AFS User £29.75 Pro £79.75 
See the performance Now with Undelete!! 

P&PEEC £ 3.50 Other £ 6.50 
Dice V3 £98.75 

P&PEEC £ 5.50 Other £10.00 
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Commercial C Compiler 
for Amiga which has been 
continuously supported 
& developed to become 
the most reliable and user 
friendly package. 
Sole 

Distributors 
Europe 
Africa, Asia 
(Except France 
& Germany) 
Fully Internet 
Supported from our ser 




veW *ents Certified Amiga ^,0^^,^ 

,\V) cV - Distributors 
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Development j 



Distributors 
: FLDistribution 
ermany: Stefan Ossowskis Schatztruhe 
weden: Orebro Videoreklam 
taly: Db-Line 
outh frica:MLSysteins 
SA: AIM 
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Distributor & Dealer Enquiries +44 (0) 117 955 8225 

UK Orders to FLDistribution 31 Ashley Hill Montpelier Bristol BS6 5JA 
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Your guarantee of value 

This magazine comes from Future Publishing, a 
company founded just 10 years ago, but now 
selling more computer magaones than any other 
publisher m Sntatn. 



We offer: 

Better advice. Our titles are pocked with tips, suggestions and explanatory 
features, written by the beat in the business. 

Stronger reviews. We have a cast-iron policy of editorial independence, and 
0U* reviews give dear buying recommendations. 

Clearer design. Vou need solid mformabon and you need it fast So our 

designers highlight key elements in the artides by using charts, diagrams. 

summery boxes, annotated photographs and so on. 

Greater relevance. At Future, editors operate under two golden rules: 

1. Understand your leaders' needs. 2 Satisfy them. 

More reader Interaction. We draw strongly on readers' contnbuUons, 

resulting In the liveliest letters pages and the best reader tps. 

Better value for money. Wore pages, better quality: mags you can trust 

Copyright < 1 996 Future Publishing Ltd No part of this magazine 
may be reproduced without written permission. We welcome contributions for 
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accepted only on the basis of full assignment of copyright to Future Publishing 
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There's good news for all of us this month, news that we've all 
been waiting for. Amiga Technologies have finally 
announced the Power Amiga. 



A 



t last we have the news of a 
new Amiga from Amiga 
Technologies. They have 
announced plans for 
development of a Power Amiga. 
Which is extremely welcome news indeed. It 
means that the Amiga will finally be able to knock 
the socks off the Pentium and PowerMac and 
prove itself to be the superior machine. Turn to 
our Special Report on page 1 4 to find out more. 

We also have news from the biggest Amiga 
show in Europe - the Computer '95 Show 
in Cologne, where Amiga Magic bundles 
were selling like hot cakes, as were 
the new Amiga Technologies 
monitors, which we take a look at on 
page 41 , by the way. 

We put the Amiga's 
Operating System to the test 
in our feature on page 22. It 
was the state of the 
art when the 
machines first 
appeared on the 
market, but 1 0 years 
on, how does it 
compare to 
Windows95? 

And we have an 
eight-page Supertest 
of Amiga business 





i 



How to contact Amiga Shopper 



EDITORIAL AND ADVERTISING: 

30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 
•B 01225 442244 Fax: 01225 446019. 
E-mail: amshopper@cix.compulink.co.uk 

EDITORIAL: Send all press releases, feature 
submissions and ideas to Sue Grant 
E-mail: sgrant@futurenet.co.uk 

COVERDISKS: li you have a contribution, commercial 
or otherwise, that you would like to submit for 
consideration for the Coverdisks, send il lo David Taylor. 
E-mail: davelaylor@futurenetco.uk 

READER ENQUIRIES: Amiga Shopper is 
available for phone enquiries every Wednesday 
between 1 0am and 5.30pm, Please make sure your 
call is necessary. C 01225 442244. 

FUTURENET: You can also contact us, or browse 
through a selection of Amiga articles, tutorials etc. on 
FutureNet Point your WWW browser at: 
http://www.futurenetco.uk 



ADVERTISING: If you want to place an 
advertisement in Amiga Shopper, contact Tony 
Hickman or Diane Clarke on B 01225 442244. 
E-mail ahickman@futurenetco.uk 

ADVERTISING COMPLAINTS: 

If you have a complaint about an advertiser in 
Amiga Shopper, then contact Sophie Collins on 
•B 01225 442244. 
E-mail mops@futurenet.co.uk 

CUSTOMER SERVICES: « 01225 822510 

SUBSCRIPTIONS/BACK ISSUES: 

Call our hotline number below for a subscription to 
Amiga Shopper (or a back issue). If you already have 
a subscription, bul have a query, write to: 
Future Publishing Ltd, FREEPOST (BS4900), 
Somerton TA1 1 6BR, or S 01225 82251 1. 

Annual subscription rate: The subscription rate 
for 1 2 issues of Amiga Shopper including postage is 
£51 (UK), £58.92 (EC), £71.52 (Rest Of World). 



software, which explains why I am wearing a 
bowler hat this month. We are also 
rather proud of our cover image, too. 
What do you think? 

Mojo has been very busy 
recently, but we managed to 

persuade him to write 
another 3D tutorial for 
us. Turn to page 60. 
Then we have the latest instalments of 
our Comms, DTP and AMOS tutorial - you'll 
find some AMOS code linked to the 
tutorial on our Coverdisks too. 

We've been exceedingly 
busy this month too, partly 
because David decided to 
swan off on a rather late 
Summer holiday to 
Lanzarote. But we chained 
him to his Amiga before he 
went and made him sort 
through the extensive 
collection of PD that has 
amassed beneath his desk, to 
bring you PD Select. 

As well as all this, we have reviews of 
all the new Amiga products released and news 
of the stuff about to come on the market. 

Oh, and do you remember ex-Commodore 
top man, David Pleasance? Well, we decided 
to track him down and found that he has gone 
into the music business. Read our interview with 
him on page 49. B 



Sue Grant 
Editor 



Turn the page for the 
contents of issue 58 
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Operating Systems 22 

Is the Amiga's Operating System better than 
that of the PC or the Mac? It certainly was the 
state of the art when the Amiga first hit the 
streets 1 0 years ago. John Kennedy finds out 
how it compares to the likes of Windows95 and 
discovers what needs to be done to keep the 
Amiga's OS ahead of the competition. 

Business Supertest _28 

If you want to make a success of your business, 
your Amiga is the ideal place to start. There are 
plenty of business software packages available 
to choose from to help you. Larry Hickmott 
reviews the best of them and advises on all the 
hardware you need too. 



Interview 



49 



We haven't heard from ex-Commodore 
managing director, David Pleasance for a long 
while, so we tracked him down to find out what 
he is doing now. Maff Evans found him at 
Tangent Music Design. 



ShopperReviews 



PageStream 3.0K2 _38 

Soft-Logik has developed PageStream into a 
world-beating program. Larry HIckmott 

takes a look at the latest version to find out just 
why this heavyweight desktop publishing 
program is so good. 

M1438S monitor 41 

Amiga Technologies have released a new 
monitor to go with the new Amigas. 
Nick Veitch takes a look at it. 



Amiga Technologies' new M1438S monitor is 
reviewed on page 41. 




Mojo explains the secrets ot Babylon 5's nebula 
creation on page 60. 



ShopperReviews 



Organiser 2 




44 

: will never replace your mum, but it 
can organise your life just as well. 
John Kennedy reviews the latest 
version of Digita's personal 
information manager. 



Edit plug. 
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It may not look very impressive, 
but it can certainly help make your 
video editing much more 
professional. Scott Claymore 
takes a good look at KRP Video 
Services' new Edit Plug. 

Personal Suite 46 

Cloanto's new CD-ROM contains Personal 
Paint, Personal SBase, Personal Write and 
Personal Fonts. Dave Taylor spins the disc. 



CD-ROMs 



47 



Another page of the latest and best CD-ROM 
releases. Find out what Dave Taylor has to say 
about them on page 47. 



ShopperServices 



Books 



Reader Ads 
FutureNet 
Mail Order. 
Market Place 
Ad Index 



ShopperHitorials 



3D 



60 



Mojo is back this month with advice on how 
to make your space scenes look more realistic. 
He also reveals a few secrets behind the 
creation of Babylon 5. 
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Comms 

E-mail is one of the most widely-used 
applications on the Net. Darren Irvine explains 
how to take E-mail beyond simple messages. 
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DTP 

By now you will have chosen your software 
and prepared all your elements. This month 
Larry Hickmott explains how to put them all 
together on a page. 

70 



AMOS 

Steve Bye of F1 Licenceware is back with his 
AMOS tutorial. This month he looks at 3D 
buttons and screen zones. You'll find code to go 
with this tutorial on the Coverdisks. 



ShopperRegulars 



Coverdisks < 

The powerful database, PowerBase 3.4, is on 
Coverdisk 1 . Then there's a huge collection of 
other excellent programs, scenes and utilities. 



News 



14 



A special report from the Computer '95 Show in 
Cologne. Plus news of the Power Amigas. And 
all the new Amiga products. 



Amiga Answers 
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Win £25 if your image is printed here, so keep 
your work flowing in! Plus, our experts are at 
hand to help you solve your Amiga problems. 

74 



Public Domain 

We can't believe just how good this section is. 

86 



Letters 

Join in with any of the debates or just tell us 
what you would like to see in the mag. You 
could win 25 quid for the letter of the month. 



Next month 
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There's another action-packed issue of Amiga 
Shopper next month. The February 1996 issue 
is on sale on Thursday, 1 1th January. 
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The unstylish, but extremely useful Edit Plug is 
put through its paces on page 45. 



Issue 58 



ssue 58 



January 1996 



ShopperContents 




Page 28 



Get rich! 

Be a business success 
using just your Amiga. 
We show you how! 



ShopperDisks 



We've done it again! We've found you 
5Mb of the most useful programs and 
utilities around and put them on our two 
Coverdisks this month: 

PowerBase 3.4 6 

On Coverdisk 1 we have a powerful 
database program from OTM. 
PowerBase 3.4 compliments our business 
Supertest on page 28. 
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3DZone 

If you bought Amiga Format's November 
issue and played with their Real 3D 
Classic Coverdisk, you will appreciate 
these complete scenes for use in any 
version of Real 3D.. 

ApplicationZone 1 0 

Remdate II and Browser II were both 
featured in our PD Select section last 
month. They were so good we gave them 
Star buys and put them on our disks! 



TechnicalZone 
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This month we have 1 2 commands to 
improve your use of Shell. 

LicenceWare 1 1 

A fully useable demo of GrAC 2, the 
graphical adventure game creator. 

CreativeZone 1 1 

For Amiga musicians we have a collection 
of Mod Utilities. 

ProgrammingZone _1 1 

This month we have AMOS code for those 
following our AMOS tutorial, plus Total 
Impact Map Editor. 
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Uti I ityZone 

Four utilities: FastView II, Noisome; 
WB Ext and XList. 



InformationZone 12 

The User Groups and PD Directory. 
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Instructions 



John Kennedy 





Our Coverdisks this month have an incredible 5Mb of programs and utilities on them. To kick off with, 
Coverdisk 1 contains OTM's powerful database program, PowerBase 3.4. 



nformation is power, and you will 
have more power at your fingertips 
than the National Grid when you 
have mastered PowerBase 3.4. We 
have procured this incredibly useful 
database program from OTM which will 
soon have you cataloguing your entire 
collection of Amiga Shoppers, music 
CDs or even digitised pictures of your 
cornflake collection. 

PowerBase 3.4 

PowerBase is a powerful database 
program which can be configured for 
almost any situation. Data can be 
easily entered, saved, retrieved 
and sent to a 
printer for a hard 
copy. You can even 
include graphic 
files and then 
password-protect the 
information. 

To create a database from 
scratch, run PowerBase and 
select the "Create a New 
Database" option. You will 
then need to enter a general name (for example 
"Amiga Shopper Back Issues") and a note to 
remind you what the database will contain. 

Now you need to define the various fields 
which each record in the database will contain. 
It's wise to spend some time planning these, 
because they will dictate how useful your 
database will be: and how much information you 
will have to enter. 



— Bl 
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Version v3,4 Rtv.fl (1 HB) 
Released 19 Aug 1*995 
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Bit rights reserved 
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Load Existing Database 


Start Heu Database 
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Each field can be of 
several different types (see the boxout at 
the top of page 8 for an explanation of field 
types), and if appropriate you can set the 
maximum number of letters required. For 
example, if you knew you would be entering two- 
digit issue numbers, make sure the Numeric 
field length is set to two. If you are entering 
months of the year, set the Text field to nine. 

Once you have decided on the fields, click 
Continue. You will be asked if you need to 
password-protect the database. For the moment 
it is best to choose not to, in case you forget 



What is a database anyway? 



A database is a collection of 
information arranged in a 
particular way. Once stored, 
the information can be 
sorted, searched or printed. 

Think of a collection 
of paper files, each 
containing information on 
one item: for example a 
CD from your music 
collection. The details of 
each CD is called a "record", 
and PowerBase displays 



each record on screen at 
once. You can create a 
template for the record 
before you start entering 
data. Each record is 
composed of several "fields", 
for example the name of the 
CD, the singer, the date 
purchased and the price. All 
these items are entered into 
their own information fields. 

When the data has been 
entered, you can perform 



complicated searches such 
as listing only those CDs 
bought in 1994 or those 
which cost more than £9.99. 

There are many uses 
for a database as powerful 
as PowerBase 3.4, from 
keeping records of your 
local Darts Club to helping to 
keep track of your home 
accounts. PowerBase can 
easily handle these tasks 
and more. 



6 



Amiga shopper 



January 1996 



the code word to your first database and can't 
gain access! 

You will then be shown the record screen. 
At the moment, you will see only the name of 
your database, and the fields of information. 
You can enter information by clicking on one of 
the fields. Move the mouse pointer down the 
screen and you will see a new box pop up: 
you can use this to add more records. 

Pressing the right cursor key also creates a 
new blank record for you. Continue entering a 
few more example records. 

From the System menu, select the "Design 
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Choosing the "Design New Format" option 
means that you can drag the fields around the 
screen to reposition them. 
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Instructions 



op |x Coverdisks 



Using the control panel 



? 1 1 = :<V \xrp =1-3: 



77ie slider bar above the 
control panel can be used to 
move quickly through your 
records. Click on it to move 
left and right through them. 



Pause: 

Use when rewinding 
or fast-forwarding. 



Previous record. 



j AT Edit current record: 

When editing a 

record you can use the up 
and down cursor keys to 
move between the fields. 



Exact search: 
You have to enter 
into each field the exact field 
data you wish to search for 
from the current record. 



If one of the fields 



Stop: 

Use when rewinding 



or fast-forwarding. 



Goto first record. 



Rewind 
records. 



Next record. 



Fast forward records. 



Goto last record. 



Search: 

You have to enter 
into each field the part of 
that field you wish to search 
for from the current record. 



you have set up is of 
type EXTERNAL you will be 
presented with the file 
requester and asked to 
choose an IFF picture or 
an ASCII text file to put into 
this field. 

Ivtk XT View: This 



' displays an IFF 

picture or ASCII text file 
from an EXTERNAL field, if 
you have one set up. 
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Select the "Create 
a New Database" 
option and then 
define the various 
fields which you 
want each record 
in your database 
to contain. 



New Form Layout" option. Now you can drag 
the fields about the screen and position them 
until they make the most sense. You may want 
the issue number and month together on the 
same line for example. 

Locating your records is easy. You can 
either use the left and right cursor buttons to 
look through each one in turn, or use the video 



The extra men 



recorder-style buttons at the bottom. The 
Question Mark button is used to search for a 
record: type in as much as you can remember 
(or nothing) into the fields as they pop up 
and the database searches for records which 
are close to what you entered. Use the 
"equals sign" button when you need to search 
for an exact match. 
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j. . . j, This will automatically move to the 

KK , onH of your database and begin 
adding a record for you. 
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There is a special, floating extra button panel 
which appears when your mouse pointer is 
moved to the bottom of the screen. This menu 
is displayed if you have the preference option 
turned on and it contains the following options: 



I ^ Find next is used when you are using 
I • w either of the two searches. 

Label prints the current record. 



Label 



Print 



Prints the current record. 



Use the printer preferences to alter the 
way labels and printed records are output. 
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Beginners, look! 




Before using either of this 
month's Coverdisks, please 
be sure to back them up - 
just in case. Simply follow 
the easy instructions below. 



□ | Svsten 



I Big] 



Fornat ftexxMa 
FixFonts NoFastMen l„t*l lifont ^ 



□ Boof up from your Workbench disk or 
partition, double-click on your Shell 
icon - to be found in your System Drawer. 




□ gwl qaShe I I 



New Shell process / 
7. Workbench: > dlskc 



opv fron dfe: to dfB 



If you only have one disk drive, type in 
KJ the following line and then press Return. 

Diskcopy from DFO: to DPO: 
If you have two drives, place the Coverdisk in 
DFO: and a blank in DF1:, then type in this 
line instead: 

Diskcopy from DFO : to DF1 : 

□ Follow the on-screen prompts and 
remember that the Coverdisk is the 
source disk and the blank is the destination. 

□ If you used the two-drive method, 
remember to rename the copy by 
clicking on its icon and pressing right-Amiga r. 

□ If you have two drives, you can also 
copy the disk from Workbench by 
dragging the Coverdisk icon over the 
destination disk's. 

Then place either of the Coverdisks in 
DFO: and reset the Amiga to boot it It 
is best to boot disk 1 (or the Subs disk if 
you're a subscriber). This will let you install 
all the disks to either floppy or hard drive. 



The buttons marked XT are used to deal 
with eXTernal images or text files. The first edits 
the EXT field and allows you to enter the filename 
and path to the picture or text. The second 
allows you to view the image or text when you 
are examining the records. Remember that the 
picture or text file itself is not included in the 
database, only the link to its name and position. 
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Hasazine: fcu^a Shopper 
[jijt: 5B 

Pub I i iher I Futa rt Pub. Ush i ng 
Frequency: 



Set the maximum number of letters required, if 
appropriate for your entries. 
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TextText: Allows text, 
numbers and special 
characters. Up to 60 
characters are allowed in 
one field. 

Num Numeric: Allows 
numbers and special 
characters. 

Up to 60 numbers are 
allowed in one field. 

Date 3) Date: A date in the 



format dd-mm-yyyy, for 
example (20-08-1992) 

Time Time: A time in 24hr 
format HH:MM 
for example (23:30) 

Logic Logical: Y or N for 
Yes or No, or T or F for True 
or False. 

Ext External: Allows an IFF 
picture or ASCII text file 



to be loaded into a record. 
40-character file name. 

Perc Percentage: Range 
from 0 to 100 per cent. 

Calc Calculation: Allows 
calculation of fields from 
others using numeric values 
and constants. You can use 
this option to perform 
operations such as adding 
VAT to a list of purchases. 



The final button is the Filter option. This is 
where you can perform detailed and complex 
search operations. Click on the field you wish to 
search on, and then select an operation (greater 
than, less than, equal to). 

For example, you could list all issues of 
magazines greater than 50, or all those with a 
feature on networking. The resulting list can 
either be displayed on screen, or stored to file, 
or sent to a printer. 

There are many more features and options 
available in PowerBase 3,4 than we could 
cover here. For more information you should 
consult the comprehensive help files which 
are available from the pull-down menu. These 
files go through all the menu options 
individually, as well as providing plenty of 
general help and advice. 



Home finances 

Here a short example to demonstrate how you 
could use PowerBase to keep track of your 
finances. Create a database, and make the first 
field the date, the second a text field and the 
third a number. The text field is going to hold a 
description of your purchases and the numeric 
field the price. Now add a fourth field, and make 
this a calculation. Assuming the price was 
entered into field F3, enter the following into the 
calculation box: 

F3*VAT 

VAT is an internal constant, which is set over on 
the right-hand of the screen. At the moment the 
default is 1 .1 75 (although this was written 
before the Budget so it may have changed). 



Dodgy disk? 




To avoid errors when installing to floppies, 
ensure that your destination disks are of 
high quality. If an error occurs, try re-booting 
and using a different spare disk - the 
majority of errors are caused by faulty 
destination disks. 

If your Coverdisk absolutely refuses to 
work and you are certain it is faulty, please 
return it, along with an S.A.E., to: 
Amiga Shopper Coverdisk 
(insert the name of the disk), 
Discopy Labs Ltd., PO Box 21, 
Daventry NN11 5BU. 



There are other constants you can use to, such 
as postage and packing or handling charges. 

When you start entering details into the 
records, the fourth field will automatically be 
calculated as the product of field three (F3) and 
the VAT constant. There is no need for you to 
have to work it out. 

After entering a few records, you may be 
wondering exactly how much you have spent on 
computer hardware over the year. You can then 
use the "Calculation" from the "Option" menu. 
You can decide to sum the totals with the 
Addition menu option, or even find the average 
amount you have spent. In either case, you'll be 
asked which field you wish to process: and you 
should select either of the Price fields. ■ 



IntOS and PowerBase offer from OTM 




ow you've had a chance to try 
out the excellent IntOS for 
AMOS (AS57) and 
PowerBase 3.4 programs on 
our Coverdtsks, you may like to take 
advantage of a couple of brilliant money- 
saving offers from OTM, which are 
exclusive to Amiga Shopper readers. 



IntOS manual 

OTM are offering Amiga Shopper readers the 
chance to buy the IntOS manual for just £7.95. 
That's a huge saving of £1 7 on the 
recommended retail price of the program and 
the manual. IntOS for AMOS was FREE on 
last month's Amiga Shopper Coverdisk! 



Title _ 
Your address _ 

Post code 

Your signature 



Initials 



_Surname_ 



_Telephone_ 



Description 

IntOS manual _ 
PowerBase 3.5 
plus manual 



Quantity 



_Price 
_£7.95 



P&P 



£9.95 



£1 (UK) £2 (Overseas) 

_£1 (UK) £2 (Overseas) 

£ 



Total (please add postage and packing) 

Method of payment (please tick one): 

Cheque □ Postal Order □ Credit Card (Visa/Access/Eurocard/Mastercard) □ 



□□□□ 



Card No: UULE 
Expiry date: □□□□ 

Please make your cheques payable to OTM Publications & Promotions Ltd. 

Post your order to: Amiga Shopper OTM Offer, OTM Publications & Promotions 
Ltd., First Floor, 1 1 Aldergate, Tamworth, Staffs. B79 7DL. 



PowerBase v3.4 

PowerBase 3.4 is a powerful Amiga database 
program which can store up to 1 0,000 
records on a 1 Mb Amiga. PowerBase features 
easy to use pull-down menus, eight field types 
and it also has a powerful record filtering, 
searching and sorting facility, amongst many 
other features. 

We are giving away PowerBase version 
3.4 FREE on our Coverdisks this month. 

Amiga Shopper readers can take 
advantage of OTM's offer to upgrade to the 
latest version of PowerBase and receive a 
detailed manual for only £9.95. 

Order now! 

To take advantage of these generous offers, 
just fill in the form and send it direct to OTM at 
the address shown. 

Please note that OTM have recently 
moved offices and therefore this address is 
different form the one on the form in last 
month's Amiga Shopper. 

Call OTM Publications & Promotions on 
= 01827 31 2302 for further details of IntOS 
for AMOS or PowerBase 3.4. 



NOTE: Both IntOS and PowerBase are 
compatible with all 1Mb Amigas 
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, Now compare 
with both VHS 
and S-VHS! 



RAB™ . . Rapid Frame 
ing on your Amiga 

The revolutionary S-VHS ProGrab™ 24RT Plus with Teletext is not only the best way 
to get crisp colour video images into your Amiga, from either live broadcasts or 
taped recordings, it also costs less than any of its rivals. This real time PAL/ 
SECAM/NTSC* 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of 
image grabbing on the Amiga and, at the same time, has received rave reviews 
for its ease of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab™ has earned honours 

from just about every Amiga magazine and Video magazines too! 
And... with ProGrab™ you needn't be an expert in Amiga Video Technology, 
a simple 3 stage operation ensures the right results - Real Time, after time. 
STAGE !... 

Select any video source with S-VHS or composite output. This could be your camcorder, TV with SCART output, 
satellite receiver domestic VCR/player or standard TV signal passing through your VCR/player... the choice is yours. 

STAGE 2... 

With ProGrabS software, select an image you 
wish to capture using the on screen preview 



ProGrab 

Supports all retent Amigas and is alio fully AGA Chipset 
compatible. You can render image* in any Workbench screen 
mode resolution including HAMS mode (Amiga RAM permitting). 

ProGrab'"... 

Saves and Loads images in IFF/1 IBM. IFF/ILBM24. JPEG. BMp 
PCX, and TARGA file formats. ProGrab saves animations as 
AnlmS files and animations with sound 'require* PCMCIA 
interface and separate sound sampler| as Anim5 + 8SVX files. 

A range of image processing effects, palette computing 
routines |AGA only) and dithering methods are also new to 
ProGrab Version 2.5.x Photogenics fully supports ProGrab 
with a custom loader to enable grabs directly from within 
the program • saving YOU time' 

ProGrab™... 

Software has built in mono and colour animation facilities. 
The number of frames is dependant upon your Amigas RAM. 

ProGrab™... 

Release 2.5.x software now includes ... 

• SUPPORT FOR VIRTUAL MEMORY 
Allows the highest resolutions - Even with low memory Amigas 

(A* Hard Dnve Systems wimoui the need for an MMU. 
requiring just I Mb. Hard Dnve Space). 
- ADDITIONAL TELETEXT FACILITIES 
With either Terrestrial or Satellite TV signals. 

■ LARGER PREVIEW WINDOW 
Double Resolution and 4 times the area available 
with previous ProGrab software. 

• INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT 
Now worts with composite PAL SECAM and NTSC 
Straight from the box' 

|*Standaid ProGrab rwcfware n PAL/SECAM/NT SC compaobte 
interlace "node op torn are available wwh PAL & SECAM only 
NTSC Only modes are available to special order which men 
support the interlace mode futy. Please ask us for Ml dewft ) 




or. Use the signal from 
your satellite receiver .. 

or, Grab TV or video 
pictures from your 
VCRs video output 
including S-VHS. 



For just £129.95... 

ProGrab is supplied with everything you'll need +... 

■ ProGrab'" 24RT Plus Digitiser ■ Latest ProGrab Version 2.5.x Software 

■ Mains Power Supply Unit ■ Parallel Port Connecting Cable 

■ User Manual ■ Input sockets for Composite and SVHS. 

PCMCIA Interface for A1200 and A600 - Only £34.95 

ProGrabs optional PCMCW Interface includes trie latest version software and extends performance 
for serious/professional users - offering the following benefits. 

• Faster Downloading Times (up to FIVE times quicker) 

• Improved animation speeds of up to 1 1 fps |mono| and 3.5fps fcofour| 

• Sound sampling and animauon capabilities (separate sound sampler required) 

■ Saving of animations direct to your Amigas hard dnve 

• Freeing of your Amiga Parallel Port for use by a printer or otter parallel peripheral device 

ProGrab'" supports any Amiga with Kickstart 2.04 or later & a minimum of 1 .5Mb. free RAM. _ 

+ A video source cable will be required to match ycur own equipment set up - Ask for details. aM ^l. 



window and Grab |because the hardware 
grabs frames in real time, there's no need for 
a freeze frame facility on the source device!). 
Once grabbed, simply download and view the 
full image on your Amiga screen. ProGrab also 
includes a Teletext viewing and capturing 
facility from either TV or satellite sources. 

STAGE 3... 

Use the 'grabbed' image with your favourite 
word processor, DTP or graphics package. 

ProGrab really does make 
it that simple! 



Camcorder Uier comrrenteti M you re looking 1 

i 24 on digitiser then, at tha price. CcUYlCOlXld* 



ProGrab 24RT represents great vabe for money * 



! 



Pro&ab' v - voted as The Best Video Hardware p"«Juct far the 
Amiga This is especially pJttShg became the award coma tern 
the Amiga Snooper magaanei leaden 

Our Satisfied Customers! 



ProGrao*' - Amga Stopper 95% STAR Buy and rarvrts like "Sharp, 
crop and fathfui ro the original colot/v we were rnighny mprnied' 
and "Hghiy Recommended. Whether you are a VWeograpner or a 

Graph* ArtiX. IOC* to the ProGrab ?4RT Plus Iti a winner' •*■>" 



PtoGfaiy - Amiga Format 93% Gold Rating and comments like 
'ProGrab 24RT p^j £ qi*e gmpiy me fligflw to gel', mcreditfe 
value for money - no other digituer cVTerc io much for so little' and 
Often far more features than any other digwer rear the lame pnte' 



CU Amiga said ProGrab "* a . 
"Just thejott (or begrinerj ana sern^rofessionats 
on a tight budget' ana, "very nara to beat 
For the money, nothing can touch it" 



EE 



Get your hands on NEW ProGrao Plus - Post or FAX 
your requirements (Quantity Trade Pnces Available! on 
the order form provided OR. if you'd simply like further 
information please contact... 

CHQ 



Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: 


InitiiiKs): 


Surname: 


Address: 



GORDON HARW00DL 
C0MPUTERSC3«X) 

Gordon Harwood Computers Limited. 
New Street. Alfreton. Derbyshire DE55 7BR 
FAX: 01 773 831040 or... 

TELEPHONE 

01 773 836781 



Count)' (Country): 



Daytime Phone: 



ProGrab Plus" ® £129.95 inc. p&p £ 

PCMCIA Interface % £34.95 inc. p&p £ 

V 2.5.x S/w (User Upgrade) I £4.95 £ 

Optional FAST Courier Delivery % £6.95 £ 

TOTAL £ 



Card No 



□ □□□□I 
Expiry Date □□□□ 



Postcode: 



Evening Phone: 



Overseas Customers... 

Mease call for prices, shipping eic. 

Card holder's signature: 



□□□□□□ 



Valid From: 
(Switch Only) 




Issue Number: 
(Snitch Only) 



Department AM F 



I enclose a Cheque/Bank Draft/Postal Order for £ 



made payable to GORDON HARWOOD COMPUTERS LLVUTED 
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Shopper 



Choice 



Each month ShopperChoice brings you the choicest cuts from the 
PD, Shareware and Licenceware world. David Taylor serves up 
this month's platter for you to tuck into. 



There are only so many ways 
to introduce a set of 
unbelievably excellent 
Coverdisks and over the last 
six months I've used every 
one I can think of. So, in short, this 
month's ShopperChoice disk is just as 
heavingly packed as ever, with useful 
programs separated into sensible 
zones. If you think I'm making it up, 
take a look for yourself. 



3DZone 



Our sister magazine Amiga Format recently gave 
away the complete Real 3D package (AF77), 
thus re-awakening interest in the program. It 
seemed appropriate to search out some objects 
that users of this program could play with. 

This month's zone has two complete scenes 
for use in Real 3D in any version from the one 
given away with Amiga Format onwards. The 
scenes are loaded in by choosing the animation 
load from the program and then redirecting the 
program to the individual parts that it needs 
(because it looks in a different place). It's very 
simple, just select the file of the name it is 
looking for from the appropriate directory in this 
zone. (Don't worry, it makes sense when you are 




doing it). The scenes are the ones pictured 
below: that of a room and a car. Just shows that 
Real 3D is a powerful program that brings real 
3D to even lower-end machines. 



ApplicationZone 



You will find two cracking programs in this zone 
- both of which were given Star buy awards in 
last month's PD Select. 



Remdate II 

Remdate II is like an advanced diary for your 
computer. The program can be used to store 
addresses, birthdays and all the general rubbish 
that you jot down in your paper filofax. In 
addition, the program has a few bells and 
whistles that give you things like a quote for the 
day or a list of historical events from that date. 

Using the program is incredibly simple. Just 
load it up and off you go. Then choose the date 
that you want to add an event to. You can add 
the text for the event in and then choose the 
type of event that it should be. You can also 
choose whether an address should be linked to 
the event and how many days or weeks 
beforehand you'd like to be reminded of it. If you 
want to install the program to hard disk, even if 

Get real! Two full 
scenes that you can use 
in any version of Real 
3D, Including the full 
"Classic" version that 
was given away by 
Amiga Format. So, if 
you've got the program, 
but you haven't 
managed to get very 
far - these scenes 
could help! 



;&iU:S.Js - 



=1=1 




:: \tM - ..... iJiiU. ill .1- .t ! U JI; .„i .j it 'L, lij I., 

il/,, Jlo jitJ 'I, 
- 1 1 J J I -U4t***li UUIl. i..Jli. J»,.' jII If. r,j 
mfUM - ,1.- fi^h-.j fJU IUi!#i)! .1 '-in >: uG 

■ lim - yCu+j'i, !<ij.j :ii> jiuui ti ; .»...-^i li: >iv:- f , 

~l i'.tlu, f ill'*;. l-iif il,;,J]J; -jjjf i 



Remdate II is more than Just an electronic diary. 

you have already de-archived it to a hard disk, 
you should use the installation icon, but double- 
click on the Click Me First icon before doing it. 
The data can be saved, but note that although 
this program is the full version and not crippled, 
it is still Shareware and you should register it. 
The details are given in the documentation. 

Browser II 

I included this program in the Internet Select 
section of PD Select last month and said, "I 
can't recommend this highly enough", then gave 
it 95 per centl Because of the distribution 
requirements, we've had to wait for permission 
to include it before putting it on our Coverdisk. 
Everything is hunky-dorey now and so everyone, 
with or without access to the Internet, can use 
this fantastic file manager. 

Browser II is different from other file 
managers in that it becomes a part of your 
Workbench screen. Then, instead of opening a 
normal Workbench window, you can open one 
through Browser II, which gives you access to 
all the special features. The program takes many 
of the ideas of Workbench, like 'rename' and 
improves them, such as allowing multiple files 
and wildcards. Should a program not be 
available from WB, it will offer to open a Shell. 

"Perhaps people will realise that there is an 
alternative to Directory Opus," was the comment 
of one of the authors. There are extensive 
documents that you should read and remember 
to comply with the Shareware concept. 



TechnicalZone 



There are a dozen excellent commands here 
which can be used to improve your use of Shell. 
To use them, copy the command to your c: 
directory or other command path used. 
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• Autoasslgn is not another Assign manager, 
but rather a program designed to compliment 
these programs. It can take all the user assigns 
that installed software makes and add what in 
effect is a defer option as well as deferring 
mounting from a mountlist until required. 

• Coldreboot is a command that allows you to 
order a reboot from the Shell. There are two 
versions, one of which requires verifying. These 
are useful in scripts, but make sure you know 
what you are doing, or you might end up 
ordering a reboot you didn't intend. 

• Dfree is a simple command that gives you a 
plain English readout of the amount of free 
space on a disk or drive. If you ask how much 
space is available, you'll be told in either bytes, 
kilobytes or megabytes. 



Above: Browser II brings the power of a file 
manager to your Workbench. 
Left: Browser II has resizable windows for each 
of the volumes or directories that you open and 
allows you to perform enhanced actions on them. 

• Erp allows you to set your computer to 
cancel certain requesters automatically. It allows 
reasonable configuration, so that it is more 
powerful than just cancelling all requesters. 

• MCommands is a collection of eight CLI 
commands from the same author, Michael 
Letowski. Bootlog records the time and reason 
of reboots, which is useful for owners of BBSs. 
Changefont allows you to globally replace the 
default Topaz font. Clickstart enables certain 
features of AmigaDOS. Examine makes use of 
datatypes to determine the nature of a file. For 
allows the execution of a command with multiple 
arguments and RXControl controls the ARexx 
interpreter. Time can measure the execution 
time of a command and Touch allows you to 
modify the date stamp on a file or program. 



Licenceware: GrAC 2 demo 



This month's disks were compiled using files 
from Aminet and from Walton's Mountain 
BBS, -• 0181 891 5730, and with the help of 
the authors of the programs. 

If you would like to contribute to a 
future disk, whether it's a full application, 
utility, 40K demo, clipart, font, 3D object, or 
even a module, send it to: 

David Taylor, 

Amiga Shopper Coverdisk Contributions, 

30 Monmouth Street, 

Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 
Please only send the minimum distribution 
archive. Also, please do not powerpack 
(or similar) any files because it detracts 
from the archiving. 



CreativeZone 



The Creative Zone contains a collection of 
programs called Mod Utilities. These are 
programs for use by Amiga musicians. There's 
more than half a dozen programs that allow you 
to do anything from simply playing a module to 
ripping one from memory allowing you to try and 
recover music that some games may have left in 
memory after a reset. 



Prog ram m i ngZone 



T.I.M.E. 

In addition to the AMOS code that is here for 
the readers who are following our tutorial (see 
page 70), there is a program called Total Impact 
Map Editor. If you are trying to program a game, 
you may find that you want to use a map editor 
to create the actual levels. This program has 
been used to create levels for games like 
Sensible World Of Soccer. 

It works like other map editors and allows 
you to load IFF images in so that you can 
design the elements in a paint package of your 
choice. Although you can get to grips with it by 





This is a fully usable demo of 
the graphical adventure game 
creator, which allows even 
those with no programming 
know-how to create "point and 
click" adventure games. 

The first version of GrAC is 
one of F1 Licenceware's most 
popular programs, and so we 
wangled this exclusive demo 
from their sweaty paws. 

The demo incudes a few 
tutorial rooms for you to work 
through and you can also try 

Top left: The tutorial room 
supplied, but you'll soon be 
creating your own rooms. 
Left: GrAC 2 has been used to 
create games like this one 
called Lethal Formula. 
Right: GrAC 2 is very simple to 
get to grips with. 



out any of your own rooms, by 
creating the graphics in a paint 
package like Deluxe Paint 
There are full documents to 
explain how to use the 
package and there is also the 
all-Important GrAC player 
included that allows you to 
actually test the game that you 
have created. 

For the full version of 
GrAC 2 which lets you create 
games of multiple screens 
contact F1 on « 01392 493580. 



GRAC 

•xx Vvr (rjc. tad 



*Jiii Birthday' crd is da tea bEsiarnf!, 
<ci icJ< to sani-irue} 
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FastView II 



Blimey, not another picture viewer! Wait! This 
program is one of the fastest we've ever seen - 
even at decoding JPEGs, whilst retaining 
acceptable quality. It can be used from either 
the Shell or Workbench and there are versions 
optimized for 68000 and 68020+ machines. 
FastView can optionally dither images to 
provide the best view possible and can scale 
pictures to the screen size, making it easier to 
view pictures that are too big for the screen. 
The program needs installing, which can be 
done through the installer script provided. 



Noisome 



WBExt 



A bit of light relief Is provided by this program. 
Using Noisome, you can start to make a bit of 
noise with your Amiga, making the keyboard 
play a sample for certain events - it is very 
simple to make it sound like a manual 
typewriter, for example. 

There are some samples included in the 
sample drawer of this program, but you can 
easily assign your own. The GUI makes using 
this program very easy. 

I guarantee that it will raise a smile from 
even the most serious amongst us. 



A program that has made it into my hallowed 
WBStartUp drawer. It changes the WB 
information line to give much more information, 
such as libraries and tasks, and can also flush 
unused libraries and order a reboot. Very good. 



XList 



If you end up examining lots of files (like 
myself) and could really use something that 
helps identify filetypes - like those that have 
been powerpacked - then this program is a gift. 



playing around, I would advise reading the 
documentation, This program is Shareware, so 
do register if you make use of it. 



InformationZone 



The Information Zone contains two documents 
that are constantly updated by Amiga Shopper. 
They are a listing of User Groups from around 
the world and also the incredibly popular PD 
Directory, which details all the PD Houses with 
the services they provide and prices they 
charge. It is the most comprehensive listing of 
its kind. Both the documents are provided in 
two formats, one is in plain ASCII and the other 
is an AmigaGuide. 

Should you want to change the reader, you 
can do this in the Icon information (click once on 
the icon, then select Information from the Icon 
menu on Workbench; you can then change the 
default tool). If you have real problems, you can 
always read the ASCII in any word processor. 

If you want your organisation to be added to 
either of the listings, simply send the details to 
us - there is information on how to do this in the 
documents and the ReadMe, but please submit 
your details on disk if at all possible. 

Don't forget to send in your contributions 
for inclusion on our Coverdisks! ■ 



Shareware notice! 



Remember that a number of the programs 
on these Coverdisks are some form of 
Shareware. Amiga Shopper has compiled 
both disks with the help of the authors, who 
have received no fee from us. 

So, if you keep and use these programs, 
you must register. Some people only want a 
postcard, so please put in the effort. They 
did when they created the program. 
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T.I.M.E. (Total Impact Map Editor) allows you 
to create levels for use in games easily. It 
also includes its own block editor. 



Subscribers' Dis 



Come off it. We've got to be joking, haven't 
we? A full third disk FREE and exclusive every 
month for our subscribers. Well, we're not. This 
month's disk contains the latest version of 
ABackup, the fully-featured back-up program 
that has been given a complete facelift Then, 
there's HippoPlayer 2.20, the module player 
raved about by Amiga Format that can do 
everything- even play archived modules! 

The freely distributable version of Power 
Procedures is an essential add-on for AMOS, 
which we scored highly last month in PD Select 
and which we talk about in this month's AMOS 
tutorial (page 70). That's without mentioning 
the other programs, like HDEnv for replacing 
the memory-hungry Env: with a version on your 
hard drive, or the Imagine object or the clipart 
or the chip tunes or the... You get the picture. 

So, if you want to save money off the cover 
price of AS, if you want a FREE third disk every 



AM** 



month, and if you want a cool Subscribers' 
Newsletter, then take advantage of our 
exclusive Subscribers' offers. Phone our 
Subscription hotline now on « 01225 822511. 
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HOW TO ORDER LOW COST DELIVERY Telephone 01 13 2319444 



Order by telephone quoting yo 
Credit Card Number. If paying 



Credit Card Number. If paying by 
cheque please make payable to: FIRST 

COMPUTER CENTRE" In any 
correspondence please quote a Phone 



ue please make paya_._ 
COMPUTER CENTRE" In any 
correspondence-please i 
Number, Post Code & Dept. Allow 5 
working days cheque clearance 

SHOWROOM ADDRESS: 

nFPT AC; UNIT* ARM! FVPABK 



• Standard delivery £ 1 .95 

•2-3 Week Days £2.95 
•Next Week Day £4.95 
•Saturday delivery £10.00 
Delivery subject to stock availability 
•All prices include VAT @ 1 7.5% 

■ I rxraa chfiuir-nnm \xi\t\t m.liinn 



24 HR MAIL ORDER SERVICE FAX: 01 13 231-9191 
„ NEW! BBS Sales & Technical line Tel: 01 13 231-1422 

E-Mail sjles@firstcom.rJcmon.co.uk 
www.demon.co.uk/frrstcom 






FIRST 

COMPUTER CENTRE 



COURT, STANNINGLEYRD, •Mufti-million pound company 

LEEDS, ISI22AE •Overseas orders welcome 

j \V'-ift^ _j Bii/HL •Educational purchase orders welcome 

" - ' OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Prlcr? «rr conra «| ihc time trf p^t <° ("»". n*ot#< heck our 

nh'tsi putci c«*arc ordorlnB AI uta «p uibjwl to our iUntHnl 
Mrmt 1 amdiKonifcoo, lobbfe upon rcqucR}. E&OE. 




Hardware 



MK1AA1200 ■ 



mig a A 1 200' Amiga Magic Pack' 
("Now Only!! £379.99) 

Includes, Wordworth V4SE, Datastore, Organiser. Turbocak 3.5, 
Personal Paine V6.4, Photogenics I.2SE, PinbaH Mania & WUu. " " 

Amiga Magic Pack+ 170Mb HardDrive 
Only!! £489.99 includes Scala MM-300 





Chaos Software Pack 



Nick F»ldot CoM 
PintullFinu 
Synillcali 



£19.9 



First Starter Pack 

• AI 200 dust cover 

• 10 x DSDD disks + labels 

• Top quality joystick All for 

• Deluxe mouse mat* ■ >x aa 
»3xAIZO0games L I 7«77, 



\mMM1438S *£279.99 w 3^.« 



A4000T 



MC68040-25 Mhz£2l79.99 
MC68060-50 Mhz £2469.99 



•6Mb RAM expandable to 2 Gig max. • 1 .2Gb SCSI- II Hard Dri 
^Workbench 3.1 • 1.7Mb 3.5" Floppy Drive «>4 Channel Stereo ■ 



••AG A chip iet 
Scala MM300 Pre-lnstalled 








RAM Expansion -^^fr 

iuui:i liUiHTHnraramnrrii T^Ttf 



NO Portable CD ROM 



PRIMAASOOSIZkRAMnocltxk £19.99 
PRIMA A5Q0+ 1 Mb RAM £29.99 
PRIMA A600 I Mb RAM mo clock £29.99 



. Mb72PinSIMM £29.9?) 
2 Mb 72 Pin SIMM £49.99 
1 Mb 72 Phi SIMM £115.99 
I Mb 72 Pin SIMM £225.99 
1 6 Mb 72 pin SIMM £399,99 
IMh 10 pin SIMM £29.99 
4Mb30pinS)MM £119.99 
256 by A DRAM(DILs) (cach>£6.99 
IMbby4ZIPPS (e«h)£32.99 
256by4ZIPPS («ch)£5.99 
Part exchange available on your old 
>ry. Call for pricing. 



CD ROM Drives 



Squirrel SCSI-It 
lnterface*£45.00 

i bout"! wfch in) HDJCO ROM .t 
114.9* It bnujli l lepjratc 

GVP 4008+ H.DJRAM card 09 J>1 

SCSI lllntrrl.ee >i"l Inr hlg bai Amlga't 

Low 
rice 



Accelerator Cards 




Viper 11 28 


£119.99 


Viper II 50 


£199.99 


ApolloAI232-EC50 


£199.99 


Indude* ISanvnSockEii. FPU Socket a * i 


be* 


ApolloAI230-EC40 


£169.99 


40 Mhi it f C 0 ] 1 . Option*! 40 MM: FPU.H/1 


dock. 


ftpolloA 1220-28 


£99.99 


IrnkioV. laMh. ASSA3 Co PVo* R/T Clock 





•sCSI-linren*. £ I "JO OO 

• »l»*«d«»<™*r. ^iJTll'lgllTlMlllI 

• hairy c rUm puwawt % HfrmAttenTlme 

I • KoxMk multvwnmri CO *Aur)w CD oce^tfw bottom 

( ■ ~) 




NEC 6Xi6speed 
Only!!£292.99 



UllfSJ 



.■=3 



ACD-300 

• Urge LCD opt ration p*r*l 

• SCSI-1 internm 

• MOfcVt cUa transfer. ITSno arm 

• AoOto CD dedicated operation buttoix f I t f" QQ 

• Support! Kodak mulcheuion photo CD £ I O J.TT 







hymns Kodak < 

FREE!! 



PRIMA Shareware CO ROM 
valued at £9.99, with every order for the 
AIWA ACD-300 drive. 
"This is the beat Oual Speed CD-ROM I've 
ever seen" Dave Taylor Amiga Shopper 90*1 
Sept 95 



SanyoCDRH94Ax25peed £125.99 
| Toshiba 520 1 B*3.4Spced £ 1 58.99 
~ anasonic CR504Bx4Specd £ 1 89.99 



PRIMA 



i SCSI Enclosures 



ThM« ml .1* UjiUble for houun; 10W 
Inning SCSIdcvkccgCDRi 

Single Case £69.99 Dual Case £89.99 



single (.ascuy.yy uuaii.asetBy.yy 

Full range of SCSI cables always 
in stock, from £9.99 

1 



Hard Drives 



Monitors 



Disk Drives 



3.5" Hard Disk Drives 
with A 1 200/600 install kit 

inc. software, cables and Instructions 
420Mb..£IS0.99 540Mb...£l84.99 
,850Mb..£ 1 99.99 1 .05 Gig-.f245.99, 



2.5" Hard Drives for A600/ 
A I 200 with installation kit 

inc. software, screws, cables 
and instructions 



3.5" Hard Drive upgrade kit £ I 8.99 
Includes set up software, cables and full 
-r instructions, no Hard Drive. 

Newi 



f-ysT* External Hard Drives 
for all SCSI aware Amiga's 
500Mb £ 1 99.99 1 .0Gig£299.99 

Inc. Hljh qualitr SCSI-II d™, for. PSU, SCSI ID ..Iww. 

Coulm); (.in &t\ HO pirppin r'nanltio^ingiGflwi/c 

Ri?quirv-5 SCSI mtcrlicc, ic. Squirr.-1'GVP 



as? Seagate nfrsu conmsr 

80Mb £89.99 1 30Mb..£ 1 09.99 

l70Mb..£l 14.99 250Mb..£l29.99 
|340Mb..£l79.99 5IOMb..£254.99 

Quantum Toshiba 



All drives supplied by The First Computer 
Centre have a minimum 1 2 month warranty 
and are tested to ensure 100% compatibility. 




Micro vitec 
Autoscan 1438 

.28 dp, I SOB KHz, all Amiga | 
modes, AG A compatible. No 
audio, tilt £ swtvsll itand. 

only £274.99 



NEW!! NEW!! NEW!! NEW!! 

Zip Drive 
. indii £189.99 

HiSOFT Zip TooU 
IX 100Mb cirXrvdje 

SCSI Inrcrfwe reoulred. 




Amitek I084S £199.99 

M" Colour CGA Sierra Monitor, Compost 

. Si- I. RCf. /■- I ' 1 .• 'm- r- 



QM M1438S 

iga Branded Monitor 
Same specification as the Mlcrovitee I41B, 
but also has built in Stereo £299 99 



.MUCK 



NEW!! NEW!! NEW'! 
AMITEK 1.76Mb 

External Drive Only£84.99 | 
The Ultimate Amiga Drive 



Peripherals 



NewMega Mouse* 400 dpi ( J button) £ I 2.99 
MegaMouse400dpl(2button) £1 1.49 

Essential Mouse 400 dpi (2 button) £1 0.99 
NewKAmlg a mous» S60dpi (3 button)£ 1 2-49 
NewIfSoccer Mouse 400dpi £19.49 
AlfaData Crystal Trackball £34.99 
ZyFI-2 Speakers (0 watwJchannol) £26.99 
ZyFiPru Speakers ( 1 6 watts/chantiel) £57.99 
Roboihift (Auto mouse Jj. stick switc h^ £9-99 



Amiga Modulator 
Ami g1 PSU 



Amiga External drive£49. 99 

AI200/600internaldrive£39.99 
A500/500+lnternaldrive£39.99 
A4 000rcplacementdrive£89. 9 9 



£34.99 

■ - ■ 

I Kickstart 2.04 IU.W 

KicksUrt2.0S(foruseinA600) £24.99 I 

I CIA8S20AlfOcontroller £18.99 
I 68882 Co Pro 25mhcPLCC £34.99 
| 6e882CoPro33mhzPLCC £39.99 



SugrajifUiModem 288 

> Up In IIS.3O0bpi(v41bit)* Cluil & 2Fa> 
» SllorKAAdaptivrAniwer* Unique LCD DUpla, 
■ VJ4 Standard • Flwh ROM 

• NComm SorCwarn • i V«r Warrantv 

only£!99.99 



It It a bargain ttie Uid of a Hippo'. 

Tou Belcriai! ■ Amiga Computing Oil. I Vt4 



New!! Supra Express 288 
Only 
£174.99 



I LEO Display 
* V14 5iandard 
I NComm Software 
> Uplo l|i.i00tip t <.42bl' 




* Out I A J Fa. 




Sup^fMXHoi^rn \ site 

TMl modem hat full 1 4400 baud, includes V Jlbli, 
V.JI. V.22Wt. VI2. V2I. MNP1-S. V.4I, V41bis.CI.« I 
A 1 eommandi, 9400/ 1 4400 Croup J F*». Includes tree 
modem tomms (not F.u M.w A cable 

only£l34.99 

Supra modem* arc noi Q AO T approved, hSMW 
pertorm u well A often oik perform fiABT approird 
mnoVmt. Supra Modern have a S year llmMed Harramy 




miyfS?.^ 

n» amazing new graphics taWet far the Amiga 
developed with First Computer. 94% rated in 
Amiga Shopper. Require* 2.W WB or above. 




Courier V34+ 

Dual Standard 
£287.99 

33,600 bps. 



I Power Scan v4. £89.99 

2S6 g*«aie on AGA Amiga*. 64 gfscale non AGA 

Power Scan Col. £174.99 

24 bil colour scanner, 16 7 million colours 

Alpha Scan 800 £99.99 

800 dpi, 256 (/scale, works on all Amiga* 

Alpha Scan 256 £139.99 

1 2S6 gricarcfuK OCR sofcware-HD req to uie OCR 

Epson GT 5000 £439.99 

Colour flaibod Kanncr Parallel mierface built In. . 
Art Departmcni scannlne wfrware. price £9999 ^^^M 



E3E 








Newf) 1 7 Bit The- Sth Dimension 


£17.49 


GoldRsh 2 


£24.4* 


1 7 BltCollection (Double) 


i38.99 


Grafix Sensations 


£17.49 


17 Bil Continuation 


£14.49 


NewHGroliors Encyclopedia 2 


£25.99 


1 7 Bit Phase 4 


£14.49 


Illusions in 3D 


£8.99 


1 7 Bit/LSD compendium 1 or2 


£16.99 


Light ROM 


£29.99 


New!! 1 7 BID LSD compendium 3 


£16.99 


Light Works 


£29.99 


Adult Sensations II (Over 1 8's) 


£17.99 


Magic Illusions 


£11.49 


NewffAminetB 


£14.49 


NewffMectingPcarls3 


£8.99 


Aminet col lection { Amiret 1 A ) 


£24.49 


MultiMediaToolKit2(2xCD'i) 


£27.99 


NewSAmlnet collection ] (Aminet S-l ) 


£24.49 


New!!Network2CD 


£12.49 


New!! Amos Users CO Ver 2. 


£16.99 


Nuwf!NFA AGA Experience 


£ 1 7.99 


Animations (Double) 


£17.49 


New Price!! Prima CD Vol. 1 


£9.99 


New!! Assassins 2 (Double) 


£17.49 


Professional Gifs 


£17.49 


BCINet2 


£8.99 


Professional Utilities 


£17.49 


New!!C64 Sensations 


£16.49 


New!.'Sci-fi Sensations 


£17.99 


CAM (Double) 


£22.49 


Space And Astronomy 


£16.99 


CD-PD 1 


£8.99 


New!! Speccy Sensations II 


£17.49 


CD-PD 2 


£B.99 


The Beauty of Chaos 


£13.49 


CD-PD 3 


£8.99 


Ten on Ten pack ( 1 OxC D*s) 


£37.99 


CD-PD 4 


£12,99 


NewKUPD Gold CD (4 xCD^s) 


£27.99 


Demo CD 1 


£8.99 


NewOWorid Of Pinups 2 


£14.99 


Demo CD 2 


£8.99 


WPD Hottest 5 


£17.99 


Newi/Euroicene 2 


£1 1.99 


Weird Science Fonts 


£fl.99 


Fractal Universe 


£17.49 


WeirdScienceClipart 


£8.99 


Fresh Fish Q 


£27.49 


Weird Science Animation 


£16.99 


reew.'fGlobal Amiga Eiperience 


£17.99 


NewHWorld lnfo95 


£34.99 


Gold Fish 1 


£24.49 


New!! Zoom 


£18.99 



FREE!! Prima Shareware CD-ROM worth £ 1 0 with every 
order of CD-ROM software over £30 



Canon 



Canon BJ30 £184.99 

| Purubl.fn.nonriniN.lOn.g.Asrbuklrln. 

mon B)C70Colour £289.99 

| PoiUblecokHirprintcr, JO page 

inon BJ200ex 



£207.99 

. irt.nl T20dpl. 

OOColour £289.99 

I Hlth qutity cuW/f »l mo-to pnniinr 3 iO dpi. 

| Canon BJC600e Colour £412.99 

Eniunctdtulour printer. *lmal JIO dpi. 

Canon LPB460 Laser £369.99 

GDI prlnrer. . p.pim, HP l • || ^nuUoOn. 



Printers 



CITIZEN 



AD Clclian pdniivt hav* a 2 »ear ■imnt, 
ABC Colour printer £145.99 

Smple (ai eaiy ai ABC) to hip 34 pUi printer. 
Comci ai muiiUrd with SO jheet Auto Uiect lenflrr. 

Traitor fteil optional at £14.99 



Consumables 



New Printiva 600c 

• New Micro Dry print technology 

• 6D0 dpi Colour/ 1 200 dpi mono 

• Amiga drivers provided £j 99 99 



£107.99 



StarLC90vpinmu. 

ASF bulli in. putn Dirinr opii.n.i. 

Star LC I OOipinC.1... £129.99 

I BO cp. dr.ft. ipi NLQ, Amiga drl.w». 

StarLC240i.»i-mono £123.99 

IM tp. dr«h.«nn ASF built In. 

StarLC240CupinC.io.r £145.99 

ASFbtilltln,. LQIonli. 

Star SJ 1 44 cm-. £229.99 

Colour thermal trantlc prlnur. low runnin. 
£o.f. ] pi'a.'ntniono. I A plp/m Cbur. 

HI 



mam hewuett* 

WLlZM PACKARD 

Ne»rlHP340Portabl- £224.99 

Colour upgrade able ponabte printer 

NewJHP600 £242.99 
Colour upiradeable mono Ink |e« Col. Kit £4 1 .«. 

HP660Colour £319.99 

New colour InkJet from HP. 

HP8S0 Colour £429.99 

6Q0>»00 rip, up ,„ « p .'p.'m mono,lp/p/m colour 
iVew/HPSLUserprinter £449.99 
4 pjpf'm 600 dpi 

NewfHPSPLaserprintf-r £715.99 



EPSON 

New/.'Scylus Colour II £335.99 

710dpi, 4ppm Black, Ippm Colour. 
NewfiStylus Colour lis £270.99 
>10dpl,MppmBtach, Ippm Colour. 

Newti Stylus 820 £234.99 

720 dpi. Z-Sppm Black. Colour Up E raacabl>. 

New.'.'StylusPro £499.99 

710. J10 dpi. Photo- Hell quality output. 

EPL-3000 Laser Printer £439.99 

4 ppm. 100 dpt. 1 1H. memory, I i0 *MI ASf 

The perfect accompaniment 
for a high quality colour printer 

N£VVI(GTX-S00O (n k,ur*i«i^bc-««r 
ONLY!!£439.99 



We would be happy to quote 
you on any make or model of 
printer that may not be listed. 



Miscellaneous 

Printer Switch Box 2 way 1 1 2.99 

Printer Switch Box 3 way £ 1 7.99 

PrinterStJuids(Unlverial) £4.99 

1 .0 Metre printer cable £4.99 

3 Mctreprintercable £6,99 
S Metre printercable 
0 Metre pri 

II 



£8.99 
£12.99 



Ribbons 

Citizen Swift/ABC mono £3.99 

Citizen Swift/ABC colour £1 2.99 

Star LC90 mono ribbon £4.99 

StarLCIO'lOOmono £3.69 

Star LC 10' 1 00 colour £7.99 

StarLC240c colour £13.99 

Star LC240c mono £8.99 

Star LC M0 mono £S.99 

Star LC24- 10/200.300 Colour L 1 3.99 

Re-Ink Spray for mono ribbon* £1 1.99 



( We stock a wide range of 
consumables for all printers 
Lasers, Dot Matrix and 
Inkjets old and new. 



PREMIER- INK 

Cartridge Refills 

a fortune in running com with ya 



bubble jet. Compatible with the HP Oetk>t 

teriei, Canon «J 1 Oi iOi'BO'l lO.'JOO. 1 100' I i0. Star 

S|4I. Cltlicn Projet and many other*. 
Single refill* (22ml) £4.99 
Twin refills (44ml) £12.99 

Three colour kit (66ml) £19.99 
Full colour kit (88ml) £27.99 
Bulk refills (125ml) £24.99 

Printer repair specialists call 
for quote 



Ink Cartridges 

Canon Bj 10'Star SJ48 
Canon BJ200/230 
Canon BJ30 (3 pack) 
Canon BJC 70 mono (3 pack) 
Canon BJC 70 colour (3 pack) 
Canon BJC 4000 colour (single) 
Canon BJC 4000 mono (single) 
Canon BJC 4000 mono high cap. 
Canon BJC 600e mono high cap. 
Canon BJC 600e colour 
HP.Deskjet colour 
HP. Deskjet double mono 
HP. Deskjet 660 double mono 
HP.Deskjet 660 colour 
Epson Stylus mono 
Epson Stylus colour 
Epson Stylus Col. ll!S/820 Mono 
Epson Stylus Col. II/S/820 Colour 
Epson Stylus 820 colour upgrade 
5tarSJI44 mono/colour (single) 

Covers 

All printer dust covers 

Paper 

Fanfold f tractor feedl 500 sheets 
Fanfold (tractor feed) 1 000 sheets 
Fanfold(tractorfeed)2000sheeO 

Single sheet 500 sheets 

Single sheet 1 000 sheets 
Single sheet 2000 sheets 
Epson Stylus 720 dpi paper pack 



£19.99 
£19.99 
£13.99 
£12.99 
£16.99 
£14.99 

£7.99 
£28.99 
£10.49 

£8.99 
£26.99 
£24.99 
£25.99 
£27.99 
£15.99 
£36.99 
£17.99 
£24.99 
£94.99 

£8.99 



£4.99 
£8.99 
£ 1 7.99 
£4.99 
£8.99 
7.99 
1.49 



Disks 




Bulk DSDD 
I0x£3.49 100 x 

30 x £9.99 200 x 

S0x£l5.99 500x£ 

Branded DSDD 
10 x £4.99 100 
30 x£ 12.99 200 
SO x £25.99 500 x£ 

Bulk DSHD 

I0x£3.99 lOOx 
30x£ll.99 200 
S0x£l7.99 500x£ 

Branded DSHD 

10. £5.99 lOOx 
30 x £15.99 200 
50xf25.99 500x£ 



£29.99 
£54.99 
I 18.99 

£35.99 
£63.99 
142.99 

£33.99 
£59.99 
134.99 

£47.99 
£84.99 
90.?9 



fDisk labels x500 £6.99 1 1 
[Disk labfk x I 000 £9.99 II 
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77?/S month in Amiga Shopper's news pages: the Power Amiga announced; a special report from the 
Computer '95 Show in Cologne; Silica have a new owner; plus loads more! 



Special Re 



The Amiga is back 
in production and 
it has reappeared 
on the shelves of 
many retail 
outlets all over the globe, but 
this doesn't mean that its 
future is assured as a serious 
computing platform. Why? 
Because even though the 
Amiga's custom chipset-based 
architecture is more advanced 
than most PCs it is sadly 
lacking in one respect - speed. 
There is no denying it, the 
Amiga needs a serious speed 
boost if it is going to hold its 
own against its Pentium and 
PowerMac competition. 

Until recently, Amiga 
Technologies have been evasive 
when questions have lead to their 
plans to improve the performance 
of the three-year-old AGA 
machines (the A1200 and A4000). 
Unlike Commodore who made 
known plans for projects that had 
not begun, Amiga Technologies 
have not made hasty 



announcements to mollify the 
Amiga press and users. Instead, 
they have gone away, done their 
research and then said, here, this 
is what the future of the Amiga will 
be. And that future will be the 
Power Amiga. 

In an announcement made 
at the Video Toaster Expo in LA, 
and later at the Computer '95 
show in Cologne, Germany, Petro 
Tyschtschenko, President of 
Amiga Technologies, revealed that 
the next generation of Amigas will 
be based upon Motorola's 
PowerPC processors. 

The first step 

Work has been underway for some 
time on integrating the Amiga 
Operating System with this RISC- 
based processor and we should 
see the first Power Amigas from 
Amiga Technologies in the first 
quarter of 1 997. However, this is 
just a first step because Mr. 
Tyschtschenko commented; "Our 
pre-emptive multitasking Operating 
System Amiga OS will be ported 
to the PowerPC platform first. Our 
goal is to make our OS hardware 
independent to allow further ports 
on other platforms". 

This is exciting news and 
shows a clear distinction between 
the operation methods of 
Commodore and Amiga 
Technologies, as Petro's further 
comments highlight; "We have a 
clear business plan: We do things 
consequently, step by step. First 
we ramped up the production and 
set up an organisation to handle 
the Amiga market and satisfy the 
demand. Now that we have 
achieved this successfully, we 
focus on research and 




Some of the things that separated 
the Computer '95 Show from most 
other events were the 
announcement of plans for the 
Power Amiga generation of 
machines and a new board that 
will upgrade existing machines to 
PowerPC processors. One of the 
biggest sellers at the show was 
the Amiga Magic bundle. 



"We have 
a clear 

business plan. 
We do things 
step by step." 



development to bring new and 
better products on the market. 

"One of the mistakes the 
former Commodore made was to 
do too many things at a time, they 
made too many promises and 
therefore lost focus on important 
aspects of its business. We have 
learned from these mistakes and 
won't repeat them. Commitments 
and promises are nice, but facts 
are better." Well, that should 
give you an idea of Amiga 
Technologies' grand plan, but what 
will this mean to Amiga users? 

As mentioned earlier, the 
Amiga will be able to run a lot 
faster with the PowerPC chip as it, 
the 604, can run at speeds in 
excess of 100MHz. Obviously, this 
is good news for people involved 
in graphics, multimedia and other 
processor-hungry tasks. 

The new range of Amigas will 
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also be backwards-compatible, so 
there will be no problem running 
current software. However, there 
will be an added advantage, 
because the 604 chip is good at 
emulating other CPUs - it will be 
possible to make the next 
generation of Amigas compatible 
with PC software. Although we 
have a healthy supply of software, 
it would be nice to able to run 
software such as Adobe 
Photoshop on an Amiga. 

However, these days seem a 
long way off, which is why Amiga 
Technologies have been working 



covertly with the German 
peripheral manufacturer Phase V - 
the people responsible for the 
Blizzard range of accelerators and 
Cybervision 64 display card. This 
has resulted in the development of 
a Power PC upgrade board that 
should be available at some time 
during the first quarter of 1 996. 

So, the Amiga's future is 
looking very good. The Amiga will 
get the speed increase it needs, 
and owners of existing machines 
will be able upgrade. And it will 
still be an Amiga complete with 
AmigaDOS and Workbench. ■ 




Computer '95 Show 



The Computer '95 Show, 
(Cologne, Germany, 10-12 
November), was not simply staged 
to announce Amiga Technologies' 
plans for a new range of Amigas, it 
also happens to be the biggest 
Amiga show in Europe. It had a 
staggering attendance of over 
25,000, just on the Saturday. 

There was an astounding 
number of new products on 
display, both software and 
hardware. Although nominally an 
all-format show, the overwhelming 
number of people wearing Amiga 
T-shirts and the fact that barely 
half a dozen of the stands were 
PC or Mac-related left no doubt as 
to the purpose of the show - 
buying Amiga stuff. 

The Amiga stand attracted 
one of the largest crowds because 
several new products were on 
display, including the A4000T, 
Virtual Reality i-glasses, the 
Q-drive 1241 CD-ROM drive, 
music and networking software, 
and an all-new C++ compiler. 

The busiest bit of the stand 
was the network area where 
several Amigas linked via the latest 
version of Interworks' ENLAN-DFS 
hardware and their l-Net 225 and 
T-Net software. The ENLAN-DFS 
adds Ethernet connectivity through 
the A1 200's PCMCIA port, while 
l-Net uses the TCP/IP protocol to 
connect to the Net. Of great 
interest to 3D buffs was the T-Net 
LightWave render farm software 
which makes sharing rendering 
projects between machines easy. 

As there has been a shortage 
of C++ compilers it was little 
wonder that the Amigas running 
the new Storm C compiler were 
packed with eager programmers. 
We can expect to see Storm C 
shipping in its international version 
early in the first quarter of 1 996. 
Surprisingly, there were more 




Jordi La Forge eat your heart out ■ 
the VR i-glasses in action. 



"There was an 
astounding 

number of 
new products 
on display." 



people viewing the i-glasses than 
the Q-drive. This may be because 
most serious German Amiga users 
already have a CD-ROM drive. 

Phase V drew another large 
crowd - they stole the limelight 
last year. Last time it was for the 
Cyberstorm and Cybervision, this 
time it was the Blizzard 1 260 - a 
Cyberstorm for the A1 200 - and 
the Power Up accelerator. 

The Power Up is the board 
developed hand in hand with 
Amiga Technologies to upgrade 
existing machines to Power PC 
compatibility and performance. 
The first board should be ready for 
distribution early in 1 996 and will 
be based on the Motorola 
MPC603e processor. This RISC- 
based processor accelerates an 
Amiga to 100MHz. A later board 
based on the MPC604 is 
expected to run at 1 50MHz. The 
first board will be for the A4000 - 
boards for the A1 200 and A3000 
will follow. The board will operate 
on a 64-bit Local Bus system 
which allows for fast data transfer. 



prototype of the 
Blizzard 1260 
060-based 
accelerator. 

The final 
version will 
be smaller. 





The Amiga 
Technologies stand 
was 

jam-packed with 
people waiting for 
the new A4000T 
and several 
peripherals. 



The 1 260 Blizzard also drew 
attention. The 1 260 is the A1 200 
version of the amazing Cyberstorm 
060-based accelerator - that can 
boost the computing power of the 
A1 200 to over 80MIPS (Million 
Instruction Per Second), This is 
two to three times faster than most 
040-based accelerators and a real 
blessing for A1 200 owners into 
3D graphics. The final version of 
the board will be smaller and 
Phase V are now waiting for more 
of the 060 chips from Motorola 
before they go into full production. 

The busiest software stand 
was Maxon's who had a variety of 
exciting programs on display. 
Chief among these was Cinema 
4D v3 Pro. Version 3 has several 
enhancements including lens flares, 
inverse kinematics with limited 
movement and an incredible 
speed increase of between 2 and 
1 0 times faster depending on the 
scene complexity. There are also 
three new expansion modules: 
CinemaWorld - for creating 
landscapes, CinemaFont - for 
converting Type 1 fonts to smooth 
3D objects and CinemaTree - a 
fractal tree generator. 

Other Maxon products were 
DiskMAGIC, MaxonMAGIC, a 
collection of professional quality 
objects for Cinema 4D and 
MaxonMULTIMEDIA. Also there 
was a new organiser based on 
Twist 2. It uses the power and 
flexibility of Twist, and it will be 
available as a stand-alone too. 

Things are certainly looking up 
in Germany and a show like this 
would do wonders for the English 
market, but hopefully we'll have 
the World Of Amiga Show, which 
should be taking place sometime 
in March, but Amiga Technologies 
couldn't confirm the dates or 
venue as we went to press. More 
news as soon as we can! ■ 



Amgashopper 15 




He's Bock... 

Following on from the original ground- 
breaking Squirrel SCSI Interface. HiSoft is 
pround to announce Surf Squirrel. Offering 
even higher SCSI performance, sulo-booling, 
and an ultra-fast serial port. Surf Squirrel is 
the ideal expansion peripheral for your Amiga 
A12D0. Squirrel is also the only SCSI 
expansion tlrnt is hot plug and unplug, 
requires no opening of your Amiga, no 
technical knowledge and does not invalidate 
your warranty! Contact HiSoft for more 
information on the amazing Surf Squirrel. 




Amiga Zip Tools 

exclusively from HiSoft 

Zip drives from HiSoft include everything 
you need to get going on a SCSI-aware 
Amiga: the Zip 1(H) drive, a 100Mb cartridge, 
all necessary leads and a complete set of 
software, programmed by HiSoft, including: 

• Easy access driivrs • Temporary unprotect 

• R?ssuwrf protect • Cartridge initialisation 

• Write protection • Cartridge eject 



The Best-Value 
Hard Drives 



If you want a SCSI hard drive then HiSoft 
has the one to suit your needs; whether 
you are looking for an internal drive for 
your tower case, A300Q/A4000 etc. or an 
external 1Gb beast-of-a-drive for any 
SCSI-aware Amiga, we can supply.i 
Based on only the highest quality 
mechanisms from top suppliers, with full 
manufacturer's warranty, our hard drives 
are fully tested for all Amiga computers 
and come with our own additional 
warranty and technical support. 

Hard Drives 

SCSI 2.5" IDC 

420Mb internal £159 40Mb internal £54.95 

420Mb eternal £229 65Mb mk™l £69.95 

1Gb internal £299 120Mb internal £99.95 



The floppy drive for 
the multimedia age 

This newest, most portable 
exchangeable hard disk drive weighs 
in at just lib, has fast transfer and 
access rimes (up to IMb/s transfer, 
28ms seek), easily fits in your hand, 
your bag or your briefcase, stores up 
to 100Mb on floppy-sized disks, is 
perfect for all types of application 
and is priced at a level that will make 
you want to unzip your wallet 
immediately! 

Price inc 100Mb cartridge, extra 
100Mb cartridges £15.95 or less! 

Order your Zip drive now to 
avoid disappointment! 




We offer internal or external SCSI hard 
drives and CD-ROM drives. Internal 
devices are suitable for mounting in 
the A1300, A20O0, A3000 and A400U 
and come with necessary leads & 
screws whilst the external drives are 
supplied in our professional Squirrel 
cases (,u ailable separately) which 
include integral psu, all SCSI 
connections and connection leads of 



1Gb e.tenal £369 170Mb internal £124.95 >'" ur cl,oice 0" a sm ^ «*')• 




• CD.?2 ami CDTV emulation software so 
mthal you can all those games and oilier 

4 titles such as Video Creator. f r ( 

• The great-looking AiimACD-300 
CD-ROM drive; a fast, doubles/iced 
CD-ROM with full SCSI specificatbn plus 
complete audio controls on the front so that 
you can play music CDs directli/.Plus an 
informative LCD panel. \^ 

All this, packaged together, at a truly ^ 
superb price, with full 1 year warranty 
and technical support from HiSoft. A 



Super-Value 
CD-ROM Pack 



HiSoft has done it again with a 
brilliant multimedia pack of 
Squirrel SCSI interface, Aiwa 
ACD-300 CD-ROM and the 
Almathera 10-on-10 pack of CDs! 
Just look at what you get: 
• Tlie amazing, trend-setting Squirrel 

SCSI interface loliidi allows up to 7 

peripherals (hard drive. CD-ROM. 

Zip, scanner etc.) to be 

daisy-clmined toi 



Vie Almatlwra 10-on-W pack of CDs; tins is 
10 CDs including tlie Team Yankee game, 
2000 clip-art images, the Illustrated Works of 
Slmkespeare, a Camms, Internet & ^"-^ 
Networking CD, Tlie World Vista Alias, 
lUHIs of fonts, n complete photo library and 
much, much mokl 



1 





Disk Magic 



£39.95 



Newly released. Disk Magic (screenshot on the left), is 
the ultimiate file and disk management utilitv for your 
Amiga. DiskMAGlC makes every task you perform - 
from the copying of a file, to the extraction of an 
archived file, as simple as a clicking on a button! In fact, 
after using DiskMAGlC, you'll wonder how you ever 
used you Amiga without it! 

DiskMAGlC is exceptionally configurable, with the 
ability to alter window layout, file types, action buttons, 
fouls, screen mode, archive handling, viewers and more. 

DiskMAGlC is compatible with all Amigas running VVB2 
(or higher) and with 1 .5MB or more of free memory. 



As music experts (all sampler products are _ _ 

our own design, built and programmed in 'V#« # 5 

the UK), you can trust HiSoft to deliver the 

right package for you; a professional Midi 
interface (ProMidi £24.93), a great-value, 
8-bit direct-to-disk sampler (Megalosound 
£24.95) or a superb quality 12/16-bit stereo, 
direct-to-disk PCMCIA unit (Aura), both 
samplers have superb real-time effects. 




Termite 



£39.95 



: 



Afraid of becoming a hedgehog on the 
Information Super Highway? Don't worry! 
Termite is so easy to use that even a first time 
telecommunicator will feel at home. 

Termite is 100% WB2 Style Guide compliant and provides 
you with all of the modern user interface features to 
really enjoy playing in the highway! 
Termite supports both the Amiga XPR and XEM libraries 
as well as having its own internal ZModem. Termite is 
compatible with all Amigas running WB2 (or higher) with 
1MB or more of free memory and all modems. 



Cinema4D 



£199.95 



This exciting new package is available at the amazingly-low 
price of only £199.95, Cinema4D is set to revolutionise the 
3D-rendering and animation market. 
Gnema4D provides an easy-to-use multi-Usking editor; 
replete with every conceivable option including 
multi-window editing, interactive modelling, direct 
modelling in 3D, basic and complex primitives, easy object 
manipulation, hierarchies, an optimised FPU/CPU version 
and much more! 

Cinema4D also includes a comprehensive file conversion 
utility to allow full import of your current objects. 



Coming Soon... 




Squirrel 
3TMPEG 




fclRM-FCCompjIiHi 



Bring the cinema into your home and onto your 
computer with Squirrel MPEG. Playing the popular 
VideoCD and CDI CD-ROMs, Squirrel MPEG 
brings high quality digitally mastered images and 
16-bit stereo sound to you and your Amiga. 
Squirrel MPEG is a SCSI peripheral that can be used 
in conjunction with any SCSI controller, such as the 
Squirrel, and any VideoCD compatible CD-ROM'. 
Squirrel MPEG can also be used as a stand-alone un 
as an addition to your TV, Video and Hi-Fi setup. 



'Squirrel MPEG requires a SCSI CD-ROM that is CD/'" (Grmi Book) or VideoCD 
(Wliite Book) compatible. Check your CD-ROM supplier for compatibility details. 

Order Hotline wW 0* 
(D 0500 223660 HlS®lt 

SYSTEMS 



To order any of the products shown on this page 
(or any other HiSoft title) - just call us, free of 
charge, on 0500 223660, armed with your credit 
or debit card; we will normally despatch within 
4 working days (£4 P&P) or, for only £6 within 
the UK, by guaranteed next day delivery (for 
goods in stock). Alternatively, you can send us a 
cheque or postal orders, made out to HiSoft. All 
prices include VAT. Export orders: please call or 
fax to confirm pricing and postage costs. 
© 1995 HiSoft. E&OE. 



The Old School, Greenfield 
Bedford MK45 5DE UK 
Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181 
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716 



.4// price* include UK 
VAT @ 17.5% 



Zip is a trademark 
of Iomega Inc 
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Words at your fingertips 



Hoi on the heels of Wordworth 
4SE, which comes bundled with 
the Amiga Magic packs, is the 
latest version of Digita's powerful 
word processing program. 
Wordworth 5 is due for release in 
January 1996 and incorporates 
many new features. Not only is the 
program faster than before, but it 
also now has drag and drop style 
sheets, footnotes, intelligent 
internal printer font support for 
laserjet printers, background 
printing and ARexx support - to 
mention just a few of the 
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New Features 



Bullet points are easy with the 
new Bullet Points tool. 



You can even select a number, or 
in fact, any character to use 
instead of a plain bullet point! 
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improvements. The upgrade from 
version 3 or later will cost £29.99, 
and the upgrade from other 
versions (including other word 
processors) costs £39.99. 



We will have the full review of 
Wordworth 5 just as soon as we 
get our hands on the program! 
Call Digita on ■ 01395 270273 
for further details. 



Smart storage 

If you find yourself short of storage 
space, one solution would be to get hold 
of the new SyQuest EZ-135 removable 
cartridge drive. This drive aims to be a 
direct competitor to the Iomega Zip drive 
- it has an extra 35Mb of capacity for a 
start. The EZ-135 is available as either 
IDE or SCSI and we will be reviewing 
the SCSI version in our February issue. 
So watch this space! 

The SyQuest EZ drive (including 
SCSI lead and a 1 35Mb cartridge) 
costs £1 99. For further info contact 
Almathera on o 0181 687 0040. 



Pile up! 

In last month's Virus Killer feature, we mentioned that Christopher Pile 
was the first person to be prosecuted under the Computer Misuse 
Act for creating viruses. Since then he has been sentenced, receiving 
1 8 months in prison for his actions. His viruses, Pathogen and Queeg 
(names inspired by Red Dwarf), have caused 
damage that could run into millions of 
pounds. Microprose estimated their loss 
at £500,000. He also created a 
program called Smeg designed to 
make viruses harder to find and 
provided a manual. In his defence, 
his lawyer described Pile as a sad 
recluse. Bet he's even sadder now 
that he's inside. 




Titbits 



Print perfection? 

Budding Amiga artists (or indeed 
professionals) can now have their 
artwork printed out on vinyl. 
Norgria are a new company who 
have set themselves up with a 
thermal printer and they can 
produce work in strips of 290mm 
high at any length. 

You can use coloured or clear 
vinyl and the finished work is 
mounted on board or perspex, or 
you can have it supplied in roll 
form if you prefer. Call Norgria on 
w 01 21 643 5492, for their prices 
and further information. 

Spinning discs 

Professionals or amateurs alike 
can soon take advantage of a new 
CD full of fonts from Cloanto. The 
Kara Collection contains the 
complete collection of ColorFonts, 
AnimFonts, Starfields and 
Plaquegrounds, plus a full set of 
support tools by Kara Computer 
Graphics and Cloanto. 

The Kara Collection should 
cost around £49.95 and will be 
available by the time you read this. 
For more info call Cloanto on 
t 0039 432 545 902 (Italy). 

Soft-Logik 

In our December issue news 
pages we said that you could get 
PageStream 3 for $95, or $60 for 
those on a budget. These prices 
are actually the upgrade costs 
from an earlier version of the 
software. The actual price of 
PageStream 3 is $225. 

We would like to apologise 
for any inconvenience caused, 
Soft-Logik can be contacted on 
n 001 314 256 9595. 



FutureNet 

Don't forget that Amiga Shopper 
also has a strong presence on the 
Internet. In fact, all of Future 
Publishing magazines do. Just 
point your browser at 
http://www.futurenet.co.uk. 
FutureNet is a free-entry 
passworded Website. 



Amiga Shopper's mail order buying guide 



To make buying by mail order as easy and as safe as 
possible, Amiga Shopper has put together the 
following top 10 tips to buying mail order products: 

1 Before you send any money for goods, telephone 
the supplier to make sure that the item you 
require is in stock. 

Ask questions about the company's policy on 
delivery and returns of faulty equipment. Make sure 
there are no hidden costs such as postage and 
packing. Find out when you can realistically expect to 
receive your goods. 

Always read the small print on advertisements. 



3 Beware of companies that do not include their 
address on their advertisements. Avoid 
companies which do not answer or return your calls. 

A Pay by credit card where you can. If ordering 

goods of more than £100 in total value, you are 
legally entitled to claim compensation from some 
credit companies if the retailer goes bust. Check your 
credit card company's policy. You can also try to get 
extra insurance in advance. 



5 Always keep records. If you are buying by credit 
card, keep a note of the time of the order and ask 
for an order number. When ordering anything over 
the telephone, always double-check the price. 

. if you're not paying by credit card, pay by cheque. 
Never send cash, and avoid using postal orders. 

7 If you are sending a cheque, keep a note of the 
cheque number, the date and the exact value. 
Make sure you know the exact name of the mail 
order company. 

8 When you receive your goods, check them 
carefully. If anything is missing or faulty, contact 
the supplier immediately. 

9 Always order goods from the most recent issue of 
Amiga Shopper. 

•f /\ If a problem arises, contact the supplier in the 
Iv first instance. Calmly and politely tell them your 
problem. Most problems turn out to be minor hitches 
or misunderstandings that can easily be resolved 
without taking the matter further. If you think you 
have a grievance, contact your local Trading 
Standards Officer. The number is in the phone book. 



Amiga shopper 17 



S3 



■-i 

I 



s 



e 
o 

« 

i 

B 



"If it sounds like I raved, then Tve communicated successfully exactly how groovy this product is ". 

Ami-FileSafe 



"It makes as much difference as adding some fast SCSI Zorro III controller from hell". 
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Amiga multi-li'sking capability (o the max". AFS: the Amiga Power Tool! 

ents CerttfiedAnnga Developers 0J, 7 





convex Up to 650 Meg on 

I -f 9Q i^ ne ^ arc ' ^ ve 
ZAy. / J NoMuFS 

Private user licence 

Otherwise as Pro- Version ^ jxavim_ 
"Tried with Mail Manager again. My *GOD* it was amazing! Tossing sped up from around 500 messages/min up to 1200 or so!' 
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NEWA120(Ts& A4000s 
re you get AFS with your new Amiga - 
Without AFS you are likely to have an an unvalidate 
hard drive if you reset or your system crashes whilst 
riting to disk. 

Dealers- ask your distributor for details of our special 
OEM offer- 
Remember buy your new Amiga with AFS from 
a reputable dealer. 
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Distributors 
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SDL and Silica sold 



In our news pages last month, we reported that Silica 
and SDL's parent company Prodis PLC had applied for 
an Administration Order to sort out their financial 
problems. We can now report that Prodis PLC have 
been bought out by Anglo Corporation PLC. 

Why are we telling you all this? Well, Silica are 
the UK's leading Amiga specialist - they have 22 
stores around the country and Anglo say they want to 



increase that number, so that means even more places 
to buy Amigas! 

"Our immediate focus will be to concentrate on 
taking full advantage of the busy Christmas season", 
said Stuart Tidy (joint chairman of Anglo), unsurprisingly. 

Anglo have promised to honour all Silica's 
customer warranties and product deposits that were 
placed with Silica before they bought the company. 



AMOS warning 



We ran a news story last month 
about the programming language 
AMOS being re-released by 
Ultimate Software early in 1996. 
We have since talked to Ian 



McFegan the Financial Director of 
Europress Software (the original 
publishers of AMOS) who said, 
"There is nothing signed as yet with 
Ultimate Software". 



We have also been contacted 
by the author of the AMOS 
Dialogue Procedures who says 
that the rights to it do not belong to 
Ultimate Software. 

We are at present trying to 
discover what the situation with 
AMOS is and will bring you more 
news as soon as it is confirmed. 



Image upgrade 

Way back in our September 1 995 issue we reviewed 
the image manipulation program ImageFX 2.0 in our 
paint package Supertest. We gave it a stonking 94 per 
cent and said it was a "top-rated image processor and 
graphics tool". Now Nova Design have announced a 
new upgrade to this excellent program. 

The main difference of this new version is that 
ImageFX 2.1a features extensive support for Newtek's 
Video Toaster - it supports real-time painting and 
image processing directly on the Toaster's output 
display, and rendering to the Toaster. 

There are plenty of other new features, including 
a blue/green screen compositing system called 
CineMatte, CyberGraphX and support for any SCSI 
Epson Scanner plus improved printer support and full 
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use of the PNG (the GIF replacement) file format. 

Image FX 2.1a will cost $349.95 (approx. £230). 
Upgrades are available to registered owners of 
lmageFX2.0 or higher. Call Nova Design (USA) on 
h 001 804 282 6528. 




It'll huff and it'll puff and it'll blow your house down. Of 
course it won't. But January's AMIGA POWER will 
have you frothing at the mouth. 

Enticing you like a lean bit of bacon frying in 
pig's fat, the return of Zeewolf is heralded with a 
review of Binary Asylum's zeewolfier sequel and a 
Coverdisk demo too. 

As Leading Lap finally reaches the finishing line 
that are AMIGA POWER'S pages, Sensi's new SWOS 
stretches its lead at the top, Team 1 7's Worms 
wriggles into the fray while Hillsea Lido, a seaside 
management sim, just lies back and enjoys the view. 

January's issue of AMIGA POWER has quality 
written all over it. 

On sale: Thursday, 21st December, 

An Editor 
Amiga Power 



AMIGA 

FORMAT 

In the very next issue of Amiga Format we don our 
scientific research garb and bring you tremendous 
news and thrilling insights into the world of MPEG, the 
standard for digital full motion video playback. As well 
as looking at some new Amiga hardware, we'll also be 
taking a detailed look at the police force which is using 
Amigas to keep on top of crime. 

Of course, that's not all. We'll also have reviews of 
MainActor, Linkit, MapleV, and the rather stunning 
Impact system from AntiGravity. Then there's Zeewolf 2 
reviewed and on the Coverdisk, Effigy's Prelude, a 
complete review of the year and all the things you need 
to help you and your Amiga make it through the holiday 
period. Amiga Format January 1 996, on sale Thursday, 
21 st December. 

Nick Veitch, 
Editor 



Titbits 



More GrAC 

If you are having fun with this 
month's Coverdisk demo of GrAC 
2, you might be interested to know 
that this month's Amiga Power, 
January 1 996, has the complete 
game, Lethal Formula, created with 
GrAC 2 on its Coverdisks, So if 
you want to take a further look at 
GrAC's capabilities, check it out. 
The full version of GrAC 2 is 
available from F1 Licenceware on 
w 01392 438802, for £6.99. 



No Clarissa 3 

The rather excellent Clarissa 3, 
reviewed in AS56, no longer has a 
UK distributor. It has been 
withdrawn from the lists of 
Burgess Video Group and has yet 
to find a new UK distributor. 
Unfortunately, the creators of 
Clarissa 3 have wanted to charge 
UK buyers, trying to obtain the 
program direct, around three times 
the price that Burgess were selling 
it for. Should the situation change, 
we'll keep you informed. 

Doh! 

In the Christmas issue we printed 
E.M.Computergraphic's phone 
number incorrectly. Anyone trying 
to get hold of their Phase 1 CD 
should phone « 01 255 431 389. 

Movin' on up 

Amiga Shopper readers have 
helped make Future Publishing the 
fifth biggest publisher in the UK. 
Future has achieved this 
remarkable feat in only 1 0 years. 
How do we know that we're fifth? 
Well, the ranking is based on retail 
revenue: which means ABC- 
verified copy sales multiplied by 
cover prices. In other words, it's 
how much money you spend each 
month on our magazines. 

Just so you know, the top 1 0 
UK publishers are: 

1. IPC 

2. EMAP 

3. BBC Mags 

4. Bauer 

5. Future Publishing 

6. The National Magazines 
Company 

7. Reader's Digest 

8. Haymarket 

9. DC Thomson 

1 0. The Ecomomist 
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Our unique and highly rated external Clock Cartridge will enable 
your Amiga to continually store the correct time and date in its 
own battery backed memory. 

Simply plugs onto the back of the Amiga and does not invalidate 
the warranty. 

Compatible with ALL Amigas 



A1200 trapdoor fitting memory expansions feature a bat- 
tery backed clock and a socket for an accelerator FPU. 




ONLY £19.99 

(plus £1.00 postage and packing) 




iJATiL* Dill y^£i 

These hard drives simply push onto the side of the A500 or 
A500+ and will give your computer all the benefits that hard dri- 
ves offer. The drives are supplied formatted, [partitioned and have 
Workbench installed for immediate use. 
Full instructions and software supplied. 
The hard drive also has the facility to add 2, 4, 6 or 8mb of RAM 
inside It 





A600 MEMORY EXPANSIONS 
lmb WITHOUT CLOCK £34.99 
lmb WITH CLOCK £39.99 



A500/+ 170mb HARD DRIVE £189.99 
A500/+ 425mb HARD DRIVE £229.99 

Additional RAM for the hard drive £89.99 per 2mb 




2mb £114.99 
4mb £174.99 
8mb £284.99 
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Discology is the ultimate in disk copying power for the 
Amiga. The package comprises the Discology Disk, 
manual and Discology cartridge for making copies of 
heavily protected programs with an external disk 
drive. Discology will also format disks, check disks 
for errors etc. 



Now includes CD ROM drivers and instructions. 

The Dataflyer is a 16 bit SCSI II controller card that converts the signals 
on the internal IDE interface to also run SCSI devices at the same time as 
the IDE hard drive. 

The Dataflyer SCSI+ will operate up to 5 SCSI devices such 
as CDROMS, hard drives, SyQuest removable drives, tape 
A back up drives etc. 

Unlike other SCSI interfaces, the Dataflyer SCSI+ is com- 
patible with all known accelerators etc and it does not stop 
you from utilising any of the important expansion ports on 
, your A1200/A600. 

—^"^ The Dataflyer SCSI+ easily installs into the A1200/A600 
(simply pushes in, no need to remove the metai shield) 
and provides a 25 way D connector through the blanking 
plate at the back of the A1200, 
Full instructions and software supplied. 




£19.99 EACH 
SPtSSr J BOTH for £24.99 
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DATAFLYER SCSI+ ONLY £69.99 
SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE 
ALSO AVAILABLE £59.99 
PCMCIA fitting SCSI interface 
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Anti Virus Professional is the most powerful 
tool for detecting and removing viruses. Anti 
Virus pro will check and device hard drives, flop-, 
py disks and even CD ROM drives for viruses. 
Very straight-forward to use, includes a full 50 
page manual. 



High speed 3.5" Quantum SCSI hard drives with or with- 
out a high quality enclosure with its own power supply. 




420mb £214.99 
540mb £239.99 
850mb £284.99 

INTERNAL VERSIONS 
DEDUCT £54.99 




External cases with built-in power supplies 
and cooling fans for 3.5" hard drives and 
CD ROM drives. 



3.5" HARD 

DRIVE CASE £54.99 

CD ROM 

DRIVE CASE £59.99 
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72 pin SIMMS suitable for 
Apollo accelerators. 
A4000, A1200 memory 
expansions etc. 





lmb £39.99 
2mb £77.99 
4mb £129.99 
8mb £239.99 
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Include the appropriate Workbench 3.1 ROMS, disks, manuals and 
fitting instructions. 

Bring your Amiga into us for fitting for ONLY £10.00 I 



WORKBENCH 3.1 

for A500/1500/2000 only £89.99 

for A1200/3000/4000 only £99.9s 



33MHz 68882 FPU (pice) £49.99 
40MHz 68882 FPU (plcc) £69.99 
50MHz 68882 FPU (PGA) £79.99 

All FPU's are supplied with crystal oscillators 



DJil 1/33 & DJil 733 



Phone for prices and availability 



No.l 

FOR AMIGA 
IN MANCHESTER 
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Our highly rated, top quality feature packed modems are ideal for 
Amiga users. All modems include our 

£19.99 

which includes a cable to connect the modem to the Amiga, NCOMM 
comms software, Amiga Guide to Comms and a list of Bulletin 
Boards from which you will be able to download vast amounts of 
free software as well as have access to E-MAIL facilities. 

• MNP 24 Error Correction 

• MNP 5 Data Compression. 

• Fax Class I and II compatible, Group 3 
[ • Hayes Compatible 
k • Full 80 page manual 

I • 12 Months guarantee 




SPEEDCOM+B 
(14,400 V32bis) £89.99 
SPEEDCOM+BF 
(28,800 V34) £169.99 



Our high speed 2.5" IDE hard drives for 
the Amiga A1200 & A600 computers 
come complete with fitting cable, 
screws, partitioning software, full 
instructions and 12 months guaran- 
tee. All drives supplied by us are 
formatted, partitioned and have 
Workbench (WB2 for the A600 
and WB3 for the A1200) 
installed for immediate use. Fittin; 
incredibly simple: if you can plug the mouse 
into the mouse socket you will 
be able to plug the hard 
drive into the hard drive 
socket 

PLEASE PHONE FIRST! 



J su 





Order NOW for 
immediate despatch 



85mb £89.99 
120mb £104.99 
170mb £119.99 
250mb £139.99 
340mb £174.99 
540mb £284.99 



Double speed CD ROM DRIVE complete with power 
supply, SCSI cables, docking station and full instruc- 
tions. Also includes stereo headphones and carry- 
ing case for use as personal CD player. 



RENO CD 

WITH SQUIRREL £174.99 
WITH DATAFLYER £174.99 





APULL'J A1200 



0500 340548 

(credit/switch card sales only) 

tel: 0161 796 5279 

for enquiries or 

fax: 0161 796 3208 



;e external CD 
drive. Suitable for use with any SCSI 
interface. Ideal with the Dataffyer 
SCSI+ 



Amazing power for such a low 
price. This superb accelera- 
tor uses a 68020 running 
at 28Hz and comes com- 
plete with a 68882 FPU to 
enable your A1200 to run 
at 5 MIPS (million 
instructions per sec- 
ond)! Uses standard 
72 pin SIMMS and includes a 
battery backed clock. 
Simple trapdoor fitting. 




Send cheques or 

postal orders 
(made payable to 
Siren Software) 
or credit card details 



to:- 



AIWA ACD-300 
ONLY £167.49 OR 
WITH SQUIRREL £209.99 
WITH DATAFLYER £209.99 



APOLLO 1220 ONLY £99.99 
APOLLO 1220 +lmb £139.99 
APOLLO 1220 +4mb £229.99 



Superb high quality, low cost 
Chinon external SCSI CD ROM drive 
in a top quality fan cooled case or 
available as an internal unit. 




II 

An incredibly powerful trapdoor fitting 
accelerator based around a 68030 complete 
with MMU, 2 SIMM sockets (72 PIN SIMMS), 
socket for a floating point unit and battery 
backed clock. Runs at just under 9.5 MIPS 
(million instructions per second!) 



SOFTWARE, 

178 BURY NEW RD, 
WHITEFIELD, 
MANCHESTER 
M45 6QF, 
ENGLAND 

Access, Visa, Switch, Delta, 
Connect etc accepted 



Monday I 
Saturday i 



i to 6pm 
i to 12pm 



CHINON CDS435 
INTERNAL £79.99 
EXTERNAL £109.99 
EXTERNAL WITH 
SQUIRREL £154.99 



uad speed external SCSI CD ROM drive 
in a top quality enclosure. 



PANASONIC QUAD 
SPEED EXTERNAL 
WITH SQUIRREL 
OR DATAFLYER 

ONLY £239.99 



APOLLO 1232/50 £199.99 
4mb SIMM £129.99 
8mb SIMM £239.99 
68882 FPU £69.99 



U 



Please phone first to 
check availability 
of any item. 




APULLD AvAD 

Internally fitting A600 Accelerator features 68020 and FPU both running 
at 28MHz. 72 pin SIMM socket for up to 8mb of FASTRAM. Easy fit, 
makes your 600 faster than a 300011 




APOLLO A620 
ONLY £134.99 
+ 2mb cl99.99 
+ 4mb £264.99 



nl7 

head towards Bury. 
We are 50 yards on 
the right-hand side after 
the third set of lights. 
The door to our premises 
is next to the 
florists opposite 
Masons P 



packing 



Al( pMces incl 

will be charged at £3.50 per order 
£7.50 Europe and £12.50 rest of the 



10 world. 
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How does the Amiga measure up against the competition? John Kennedy and a host of Amiga 
experts take an honest look at the current state of the art, and reach some important conclusions. 

"No other 
computer can 
do what the 
Amiga can do 
in 2Mb of RAM." 




The amazing concept of a "Start" button on the 
PC can fast fill your entire screen with menus. 



There is nothing quite so 
controversial amongst 
computer users as the choice 
of Operating System (OS), 
expect perhaps their choice of 
hardware. Few computer-related topics 
can incense so much debate, argument 
and blatant insults. 

One man's OS is the butt of another man's 
jokes, and yet at the end of the day, what is an 
OS? It's a collection of software and preferences 
which make it possible to run certain application 
programs. With the OS you can get some work 
done, or play games. It's not a matter of life and 
death, it's not about race, colour or creed. Yet, 
listen to the way people talk about their OS, and 
you would think you are discussing something 
as personal as sexual preference. 

There is no doubt that some of you will 
disagree violently with what I am about write in 
the next few pages. Some of you might take it 
as a personal attack, simply because it goes 
against your pseudo-religious beliefs about the 
Amiga. Please, can I ask that before you launch 
your suicide bombers against the Amiga 
Shopper office, you must remember that I have 
been an Amiga fan from the moment I bought 
my 51 2K Workbench 1 .2, and I currently have 
an A4000/40 Tower. I have not sold out, or 



turned traitor. I still use my Amiga daily: and if I 
use other platforms as well, I am not ashamed to 
admit it. I tried very hard to make this 
examination as unbiased as possible, because 
any blatant favouritism would render it useless. 

From talking to a lot of people, I have 
discovered a great deal of prejudice in terms of 
Operating System discrimination. Not only from 
PC owners unwilling to accept that the Amiga is 
anything other than a games console with a 
keyboard, but from Amiga users who can't bring 
themselves to acknowledge that something Bill 
Gates has done mightn't be a load of crap, or 
that a computer with an Apple on the case 
might actually be quite good. 

If anything, it's the Amiga owners who seem 
to have quite a large chip on their shoulders 
with regards to other platforms, and it is clearly 
time to wake up and smell the coffee. 

Like with like 

When comparing the Operating Systems of 
different platforms, it is very important to 
remember that the hardware on which the 
software is running makes a big difference. 
Running speed trials between an A500 with 
51 2K or memory, and a 90Mhz Pentium with 
1 6Mb is obviously not a fair situation. 



Jargon busting 



CHRP: Common Hardware 
Reference Platform 
A move towards producing all 
manner of different machines 
which share enough in the way of 
hardware characteristics to all run 
the same Operating Systems, and 
therefore application software. 
CU: 

Command Line Interface 
A text-based window where 
low-level commands are typed. 
The Amiga has the Shell, 
Windows has MSDOS and the 
Apple Mac doesn't 
GUI: Graphical User Interface 
Determines what you see and how 
you use programs. The GUI is 
composed of buttons, mouse 
pointers, gadgets, windows, etc. 
MagicWB: A Shareware utility 
which Installs new, coloured icons 
over the existing (rather plain) 



Amiga icons. The Newlcons utility 
is similar, but more advanced. 
MMU: 

Memory Management Unit 
A piece of hardware, usually built 
into the processor itself, which 
can look after the way in which 
memory is allocated and prevent 
programs from accessing memory 
they have not been allocated. 
MUI: Magic User Interface 
A Shareware product which 
provides a totally user-definable 
GUI for Amiga programs. It greatly 
simplifies programming and adds 
more features, but at the expense 
of memory and performance. 
PCI 

The standard bus to which 
expansion cards are fitted. PCI is 
used by all Pentium machines and 
the latest generation of Apple's 
PowerPC computers. 



Pentium: The processor 
developed by Intel to replace 
the 80486. Pentiums will 
probably be the entry-level PC 
processor by the time you read 
this. They are available in speeds 
of 75MHz and up. 
PowerPC: The Motorola 
processor which rivals the 
Pentium for power and 
performance. It was designed to 
work in a different way from 
Pentiums, and is especially good 
at emulation. The latest PowerPC 
computers can emulate 68040 
machines faster than the fastest 
68040 ever made. 
RTG: ReTargetable Graphics 
The idea behind RTG is to develop 
Operating System software so 
that it does not know or care 
where its graphics are being 
displayed: only that a compatible 



graphics device is available. This 
means that plug-in graphics cards 
will automatically be supported. 
RISC: 

Reduced Instruction Set Computer 
RISC is a type of processor 
which has less Instructions than 
normal, but it has the ability to 
execute them extremely quickly. 
With good compilers, RISC 
programs run faster than their 
Complex Instruction Set 
Computers counterparts. 
VM: Virtual Memory 
If a program uses Virtual Memory 
It uses hard disk space under the 
impression it is actually using 
RAM. This allows many programs 
to apparently run at once in 
limited resources. Virtual Memory 
needs an MMU in order to be 
implemented invisibly as part of 
the Operating System. 
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However, what is important are the features 
of the Operating System. The OS is there to 
make the most of the hardware and to make it 
as easy and reliable as possible to run application 
software. It's on these features that it is fair to 
compare Workbench 3 on an unexpanded 
A1 200 with Windows95 on a Pentium. 

So what are the choices for the home user? 
First of all, we have the Amiga and its native 
Workbench OS. Version 3.0 is the most popular 
at the moment, and certainly version 1 .3 and 
earlier have been - or should be - assigned to 
the rubbish bin. Version 3.1 is available as an 
upgrade for all machines, but it offers little over 
3.0 and so I'll take 3.0 as the reference. 

On the graphic designer's favourite machine 
- the Apple Mac or PowerPC - the current 
version of the OS is System 7.5.1. 

The choice is wider for the home PC user. 
Unless you have been spending the last few 
months dead for tax reasons, you'll know that 
Windows 3.1 and 3.1 1 have been superseded 
by Windows95. However, there are other 
choices and for the hobbyist these include 
IBM's OS/2 and the free UNIX clone, Linux. I'll 
be concentrating on Windows95, and make 
occasional reference to these others. 

Interestingly, all the Operating Systems 
seem to come in at about £1 00. The upgrade 
for the Amiga is about £99, and Windows95 
and the Plus! pack will cost you about £1 24 in 
Currys. OS/2 is about £60, but the best bargain 
is Linux - it's free. 



System requirements 

A lot has been said about the Amiga's frugal 
use of memory and it's true: no other computer 
can do what the Amiga can do in 2Mb of RAM. 
You can even run the Amiga and application 
software using only double-density floppy disk 
drives: an idea which is totally laughable on 
other platforms. 

The problem is that memory and hard drives 
are becoming cheaper and cheaper and they do 
make a staggering difference to performance. 
There is no real reason to suffer using an Amiga 
without a hard drive: although admittedly the 
standard 2.5-inch IDE mechanisms are still 
expensive and any new entry-level Amigas 
should allow 3.5-inch drives as standard. 




It still means that for home users on a 
budget, the Amiga is the only affordable 
system. It can use the family television for a 
display and out of the box will word process, 
play games and do all the other computer things 
that people want. 

However, with the dramatic increase in 
PC sales into the home market, it has clearly 
been demonstrated that there are a lot of 
people who will happily pay the best part of 
£1 ,000 to get a fast computer with a monitor 
and CD-ROM drive and then do little more than 
play games on it. 

It looks to me as though the time of the 
cheap home computer has passed, and most 
users are willing to pay for performance. 

That said, computers are getting more 
than a little greedy. Windows95 will operate 
on a 386 DX in 4Mb of memory, but to actually 
do anything you realistically need 8Mb and a 
Pentium: in fact, 16Mb is better. Anything less 
and you might as well stay with the previous 
version of Windows. The Mac requires 4Mb, 
but again 8Mb is required for anything but 
light home use. 

An Amiga A1 200 will still work with the 
standard 2Mb, although adding an extra 4Mb 
will be enough for most people. 

Look and feel 

First impressions are important, and the look of 
a computer's desktop interface can still 
encourage or frighten new users. Sadly, for a 
machine with such graphical promise, the 
default Amiga Workbench looks rather dull. 
Although it can be jazzed up with all sorts of 



Each platform allows files to be viewed in a 
number of ways, from a simple icon approach 
to a detailed list. This is as close to a Shell as 
the Mac gets... 

"For home users 
on a budget, 

the Amiga is the 
only affordable 
system." 



D| fhijaShelt 

to Shell process 5 
B.Horkbencn:> cd store: 
i.Store:) info store: 



MEIQ 



tented disks: 
hit Size 

ei: m 



Used 
184593 



Free Full Errs Status Kane 
1845 9» 8 Read/Write Store 



follies available: 
Store [farted] 
i.Store:> 



K-DOS Prompt 



testination speoificd is invalid 


: 


C: Mil NDOUS >ping 19-1.46.2.24 




Pinging 194.46.2.24 iiith 32 byte: 


of data: 


Reply fron 194.46.2.24: bytes=32 
Reply fron 194.46.2.24: bytes=32 
Reply fron 194.46.2.24: bytes=32 
Reply fron 194.46.2.24: bytec=32 


tine<lflns 111=32 
tine=lns IIL=32 
tine=lns IIL'32 
cine=lns 111=32 


C:\U1 NDOUSVd .. 




C:\>a: 




Not ready reading driue fl 
Abort. Retry. Fail: 





Above and above right: Both the Amiga and PC can open a command 
line interface on the screen. The Amiga's system works a lot better 



though, because different tasks can pass data between themselves and 
even launch new Shells. 
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The PC is hampered in many 
ways because it still needs to 
run software written for 
hardware which is so old as 
to be primitive. With the 
gargantuan effort that is 
Windows95 however, it has 
been demonstrated that it is 
possible to keep 
compatibility and at the same 
time add advanced new 
features. How could this be 
carried over to the Amiga? It 
certainly won't be easy. 

Even comparatively 
simple extensions are cursed 
with problems, often 
stemming back to the very 
beginning of the Amiga. Take 
graphics for example. When 
the Amiga was launched, no- 
one had ever seen graphics 
like it before. If you can 
remember, Andy Warhol 
demonstrated the 
possibilities to a gasping 
crowd. In part, the advanced 
graphics were due to the 
Copper co-processor, which 



could redefine colours and 
resolutions for every line on 
the display. The Copper is an 
essential part of the Amiga 
hardware as far as most 
Amiga games are concerned. 
However, it just isn't possible 
to build Copper emulation 
Into any Retargetable 
Graphics standard. 

The graphics cards ail 
use standard hardware, 
which to all intents means 
PC graphics chips. These 
chips may offer very fast, 
very high resolution 
graphics but they aren't the 
same as the Amiga. The 
Amiga can connect to a 
television and genlock, and 
this is an integral part of the 
video hardware. 

Redefine the hardware 
and this flexibility is lost. 
The Amiga loses its ability 
for games and instead 
becomes another PC clone. It 
gains Doom, but loses a 
great deal more. 



The same is true of 
Virtual Memory, networking 
and other advanced features. 
Try to build these into the 
Amiga's core and you need 
to redesign the entire thing 
from scratch. You run the risk 
of losing the amazing 
multitasking capabilities and 
another Amiga ace is lost. 

It's problems like these 
which has pinned the Amiga 
down. For years, the 
Operating System was the 
best available, offering better 
performance with less 
hardware. However, the rival 
platforms have all grown 
stronger and the Amiga OS 
needs updating. 

But how can you update 
a system which has its 
strengths linked to the 
features that are now 
starting to look out of date? 
The answers to these 
questions will shape what 
the Amiga will become in the 
next year or so. 



bells and whistles with one trip to a PD library, it 
doesn't compare well with Windows. 

Little things, such as an inability to create 
icons with transparent backdrops and the poor 
handling of colour pens on the Workbench 
display, stop the interface from being as sharp 
as it could be. Also, the TV-friendly graphics 
resolutions are too limiting. A screen resolution 
of 800x600 is a comfortable size, and that 
means a dedicated monitor. 

However, the Amiga GUI system remains 
excellent. No other platform manages to provide 
as much power over files and directories, and 
yet remain easy to use. The AmigaDOS Shell is 
terrific and the pull-down menus and requesters 
are more than adequate. 

On top of all this is the superb multitasking 
features, which work so amazingly well because 
of the multiple screen facility. Being able to 
effortless flip from one display to another is 
something that cannot be matched. 

The Amiga Workbench, Windows program 
manager and Mac Finder both have their own 
unique feel to them: it's impossible to say which 
is better, because many people will prefer one 
over the other for no apparent reason. 

All the desktop systems have a bar at the 
top of the display for launching programs and 



"The AmigaDOS 
Shell is terrific... on 

top of all this is the 
superb multitasking 
features." 





, v/indows95 I 












H 1 

Control Panel 1 



Windows and Mac 
icons look a lot 
smarter than Amiga 
icons, because 
Amiga icons are all 
designed to work in 
four colours by 
default. They also 
have a square 
boundary which 
cannot be defeated. 




Here's a useful 
feature: the ability to quickly 
track down a missing 
program or file. Where is 
the Amiga version? 
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Varslon 3.2 




What's new? 1 




fl Macintosh II emulator 




for Amiga computers 


O Copyright 1993-1993 Christian Bauer 


ew 


What Is ShapeShlfter? 
Limitations of the unregtster* 
Ca t I in* ! 

How to Install ShapeShlf ter 


ral ton 


t 


TaTTon 


ShapeShlf ter 


The main part 


on the emulal Ion 


Things to pay attention to 
Solutions to common problems 
Mac volumes on your WorkDench 


or* and answers 


c-Handler 



Marintmh 

Guide 



Topic. 



Index 



I , Click an Index entryi 



ApCDE FGH IJKLMN0PQR5 




2. Click > phrase, then did 



How do I 

And a file or folder? 
open a program? 
open an Item? 
switch between programs? 
make an item easy to find? 
open an unknown Item? 
open a program automatical 
limit access to programs an 
fnd the ordinal or an alias? 



On-line help systems are important, and all 
Operating Systems now come with them as 
standard. The Mac's is almost too friendly - it 
demonstrates how to perform certain actions. 

performing system duties, and even Windows95 
finally includes one too, complete with the 
famous Start button. Clicking on Start brings up 
a cascade of menus which can be used to 
launch applications, and also - bizarrely - shut 
down the computer. Because both Windows 
and the Macs depend on Virtual Memory, it is 
vital that they are only switched off when the 
system is ready for it. Nothing so glamorous is 
required on the Amiga, because there is no 
Virtual Memory support. 

Advanced features 

The System 7.5 release from Apple really 
caught my attention because it included a lot 
of features which looked extremely familiar to 
an Amiga user. 

AppleGuide for example, provided a 
standard format for help messages and on-line 
documentation. It's tied very neatly into a help 
system for the Finder, and can even take you by 
the hand through complex operations by circling 
the buttons you need to click on, and 
demonstrating the mouse movements you 
should make. It's very helpful for beginners who 
can't be bothered with manuals. 

If the AmigaGuide was being expanded, I 



AppleScript is a lot like ARexx, but different. It's 
more a macro capture system than a pure 
programming language. 
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Programs 



Documents 



K Settings 

] Find 

<^ MelP 

~ Run... 

; Shut Down. 



-aji) Goodtime 
jST menus 

_*] Ms2 

> M 

Jf\ Rs 
1] Slip 
^w] Welcome2 
Welcome3 




Recycle Bin 





77ie PC and Mac w;7/ remember the last application and document you had 
open. Handy (or getting back to work after a game of SpaceCadet pinball. 



Video for Windows and Quicklime provide standard ways of playing high- 
quality video on-screen. Will the Amiga ever have a similar standard system? 



would like to see it become HTML compatible. 
This would mean that it could be used to 
browse World Wide Web documents, both 
off-line and on-line. 

AppleScript is also familiar. It's similar to 
ARexx in that it can pass commands between 
compatible programs using the Apple Open 
Events Collaboration (AOEC) system, but goes 
one step better in that it can record mouse and 
keyboard actions: if you need to repeat 
something, what you actually do is recorded and 
converted into text. You can then replay this 
"macro", or edit it. 

Other little points like being able to drop 
documents into application icons to 
automatically start them have been possible on 
the Amiga for ages. 

Both System 7.5 and Windows95 can keep 
track of the last documents used in a separate 
menu option, which is a quick way of getting 
back to what you were last doing. This is 
something which I have yet to even see a PD 
hack for on the Amiga. 

Multimedia support is also strong on these 
platforms, with Video for Windows and Quicklime 
standards for animation/small video playback. 
The Amiga's CDXL was good, but not enough 
today. The Amiga Datatype system is a move in 
the right "object orientated" direction and makes 
programs like Multiview possible, and this 
should be encouraged as much as possible. 

Another thing the Amiga could do with is a 
built-in utility for finding programs and 
directories. Both the Mac and PC can do this 
quickly, but any add-on Amiga utilities are slow. 

Plug and play 

It's only when you try fitting a card into a PC 
and come across the IRQ, memory and DMA 
channel settings that you realise that the Amiga 
OS's "Autoconfig" system is amazing. In most 
cases you can fit whatever cards you want into 
a big box Amiga, and the OS will sort them all 
out at boot-up time. Everything from new 
processors to graphics cards to memory boards 
work first time. 

The Mac is pretty intelligent about adding 
cards too, but the PC has been awful, Wth 
Windows95 that's starting to change with the 
"Plug and play" system, but it will take a while 
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"The Amiga OS's 
"Autoconfig" system 
is amazing." 



before all hardware is easy to use first time. The 
"Plug and play" system works by scanning your 
hardware after power-up, and it takes time. It's 
not as elegant as the Amiga, which requires that 
its peripherals have some smarts on-board. 

Networking and printing 

If you think the reason that the Amiga isn't used 
more in business and office environments is that 
the software isn't good enough, you would be 
wrong. The application software is there alright, 
but the networking facilities aren't. 

In an office there is a strong need to link 
machines together. Often the computers will be 
connected to a central machine acting as a File 
Server: a computer with a large hard disk (or 
collection of hard disks). Having all the data 
stored in one central location makes back-ups 
easier for a start. 

Large projects will have several users 
involved, and they need to share files and 
software tools as well as keep in contact by 
means of local electronic mail systems. 



If many people need access to printers it 
makes sense to have a large, shared printer 
rather than one on every desktop. 

All these features are more part of the Apple 
and Windows environments. The AppleTalk 
system is cheap and it works, and for larger 
networks the PowerTalk and QuickDraw system 
provides all the capabilities which most 
businesses would require. Likewise with the PC: 
there are plenty of networking solutions around 
such as Novel Netware, but since Wndows 
3.1 1 (Wndow for Workgroups) you can 
connect two or three PCs together in an 
afternoon and know you have a reliable network 
with file and printer sharing. 

The hardware for these networks is pretty 
minimal, with only leads and plug in cards 
(which cost less than £50) required. 

The Amiga on the other hand, has nothing 
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Keeping track of hardware the Windows way. 
Well, it has to be done somehow. 



Multitasking the Amiga 




Although all the main 
platforms claim to be able to 
multitask, there is a 
difference in the way they do 
it. Windows 3,1 and the Mac 
use a co-operative approach, 
where each task running 
takes a slice of processing 
time and then passes on to 
the next task. 

This works fairly well if 
all the tasks are well 
behaved, but as soon as one 
goes wrong the entire 
computer grinds to halt. 



The Amiga however is 
different It pre-emptivement 
multltasks as a built-in "task 
scheduler" looks after which 
process gets to run at a given 
time. This means that, 
theoretically at least, when 
one task stops working it 
doesn't freeze the whole 
system. UNIX also works like 
this, and so do OS/2 and 
Windows NT. Windows9S will 
only work in this way with 
so-called "32 bit apps"0: 
software written to work 



with these Operating 
Systems. It does mean 
though that at last you can 
format a floppy and carry on 
with other things. 

What makes the Amiga 
so amazing is that it has 
been multitasking 
extremely well from the very 
beginning, and doing it in a 
tiny amount of memory. Add 
the ability to open multiple 
screens, and you have one of 
the best environments 
available today. 
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Building networking and TCP/IP support Into the OS means that linking 
machines together - and to the Internet - is easy. 



Log on to Amiga Shopper's Internet pages by pointing your browser at: 
http://www.futurenet.co.uk/computing/amigashopper.html 



built-in to the Operating System. Instead, 
networking is a bit of a black art, with crude PD 
systems like ParNet and only the Envoy package 
offering any glimpse of what might be possible. 
And as for connecting Ethernet cards to the 
A1 200... good luck. 

Even the Amiga's printer driver support is 
lagging behind, with many users resorting to 
buying third-party driver packages to make the 
most of the printer's features. 

These are the reasons why you won't see 
banks of Amigas in offices, nor will you see 
publishing houses selling their Power Macs and 
buying A4000s. These reasons alone are 
enough to keep the Amiga in bedrooms and 
small offices, rather than out there in the real 
world earning their keep. 

The ability to cope with the TCP/IP 
networking standard is also built into both 
System 7 and Windows95: and that means 
getting on to the Internet is easier with these 
machines. In fact, both Apple and MicroSoft 
have their own electronic networks in the shape 
of Apple's e-World and the MicroSoft Network. 

Conclusion 

Although the Amiga was years ahead of its time, 
the rival systems have caught up and even 
surpassed Workbench in some areas. The 
Amiga is still the best home computer by a mile, 
offering performance at an amazing price, but 
it's time to make some sweeping changes, and 
that's what this feature is about. 

Yes, the Amiga is easy to use, there's no 
doubt about it. The version 3 OS still has some 
very powerful features which only now 
applications are starting to make use of. Yes, it 
can run in hardly any memory and with no floppy 



"The Amiga is 
still the best 
home computer 
by a mile." 



disks. Yes, it combines a powerful CLI with a 
friendly GUI like no other machine: I've used 
Macs and PCs extensively and the Amiga is still 
my favourite. 

However, it is now time for change. Major 
updates are required to keep the Amiga at the 
cutting edge. Recent reports have it that the 
next generation Amiga will be RISC PowerPC- 
based machines. How the Amiga Operating 
System is ported to this platform remains to be 
seen: but it will require a change in the very 
philosophy behind the Amiga. The next 
generation machines could be as bland as the 
latest Pentium clone, or they could be the 
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The Amiga is unique in that 
it alone can emulate all 
the other major platforms, 
and yet in return cannot itself 
be emulated. 

An Amiga running the 
ShapeShifter system turns in 
a very good performance 
when compared to other 


genuine Apple Macs. An 
Amiga with a graphics card 
and a 68040 (or better) can 
certainly run faster than most 
non-PowerPC based 
systems. Practically all Mac 
software will work perfectly, 
and with the hardware-based 
Emplant emulation system 


it's also possible to use 
Apple networking systems. 

Emulating a PC is also 
possible, but because this 
requires an emulation down 
to the level of the processor 
this is very slow. Hardware 
emulators were available, but 
are impossible to find now. 
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exciting Next Generation that relaunches the 
Amiga as the platform that is as far ahead of 
today's competition as it was 1 0 years ago. 
Keep watching this space. 

Points of view 

We asked several prominent industry 
figures what they thought about the 
Amiga's Operating System and how they 
would like it to change (if at all). 

Name: Paul Lesurf 

Company: Blittersoft 

Details: Leading hi-tech Amiga dealer 

What does the Amiga OS need? 

I think the Amiga Operating System looks a little 
dated, so perhaps licensing many of the really 
nice PD enhancements would be a start (such 
as Magic Workbench). Then there are plenty of 
utilities that patch the differences so nicely that I 
can't think of any glaring shortfalls 
(CyberGraphics, AmiTCP). 

I would like to see decent printer drivers. I 
see no reason why a user has to buy additional 
software to get decent printer support. 

Internet software as standard is another 
thing that must be addressed. It's getting too 
popular to ignore now. 

What can the Amiga do better? 

In a word, multitasking. I have yet to see 
anything come close to even the humble A500. 
Windows95 for me is an improvement in looks 
and features but I still find it clunky and it just 
does not have that "ease of use" feel about it 
that you get with an Amiga (or, to a lesser 
extent, a Mac for that matter). 

Also, as you know, the Amiga has the ability 
to emulate successfully more foreign systems 
than any other computer I know. 

Name: Jolyon Ralph 

Company: Almathera 

Details: A well-known Amiga developer 

What five things does the Amiga OS need? 

1 . A new object-oriented, efficient, user interface 
system and application framework. A bit like 
MUI and MFC in Windows, except done 
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properly. Efficiency is vital. The Amiga cannot 
support bloated implementations like MUI, it 
would have to be a new system designed with 
performance upmost in mind. 

2. OS-supported Virtual Memory (which will 
require an MMU to be done correctly). 

3. Total overhaul of printer support. Printers 
should be handled in a completely new manner, 
device-independent graphics will help with this. 

4. In-built networking, both local and Internet. 
Must be able to support real-world protocols 
such as TCP/IP. Windows NT/Lan Manager. 

5. Decent retargetable 24-bit graphics support 
via the OS. Integration of 'cybergraphics' or a 
similar system into the OS (this isn't the same 
as bundling cybergraphics with the OS. Once 
cybergraphics is written into the OS the 
functionality would be built into graphics.library 
and the other OS layers). 

All of these, however, miss out the 
fundamental point which is that the OS must be 
made portable to other CPU architectures. 

What can the Amiga do better? 

The Amiga has the most efficient multitasking 
OS on any platform. This is due to the clever 
internal design, mostly because of the way that 
message passing is done. This design also 
completely rules out task protection/memory 
protection, which would not be possible under 
the Amiga OS without significant changes (and 
would lead to a serious performance loss, which 
in my opinion, would be unacceptable). 

It's also the smallest OS around, but that's 
just as much due to major glaring omissions 
from the OS (decent printing, networking) as 
due to good compact programming. 

Name: Ian Wellock 
Company: Insignia 

Details: Expert in Operating Systems and 
emulation development 

What does the Amiga OS need? 

1 . Task protection 

2. Retargetable Graphics (RTG) 

3. Networking support 

4. Standard 3D polygon library support 

5. Virtual Nemory 

Windows95 at least has all of these (or will 
when it gets RenderWare support), and for a 
supposedly graphical machine like the Amiga 
not to have RTG and 3D support is abysmal. 

What does the Amiga do better? 

Multitasking - it's not often I get to use a 
machine that really does allow separate tasks to 
go on in this way, with the single exception of 
UNIX variants. 

Now, that is not a unique feature, but one 
thing makes it better even than UNIX machines, 
and that is its screen system. Having a 
multitasking machine is fine, but if you can't see 
the output of your several tasks, it's useless. 

Name: Richard Baguley 

Company: Team 1 7 

Details: ex-Amiga Shopper Editor. 

What five things does the Amiga OS need? 

1 . Port AmigaDOS to the Power PC CPU. 
RISC is definitely the way to go. Actually, this 
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You might not believe it, but 
there are other Operating 
Systems beyond Windows95. 

IBM's OS/2 was 
designed for the corporate 
market and provides a true 
32 bit pre-emptive 
multitasking environment. It 
can even run some Windows 
applications better than 



Windows can, and the REXX 
interprocess language has 
made more than one ex- 
Amiga owner feel at home. 
Like Windows, it too comes 
complete with Internet 
software as well as text 
editors, paint programs and 
other accessories. 

The PC (and Apple and 



Amiga come to think of it) 
can also run various UNIX 
clones. There are commercial 
systems for hundreds of 
pounds, but Linux is free. 

Linux is a fully 
multitasking system that 
can be used with XWIndows 
to provide a very smart 
working environment. 



would probably be best done by bringing out a 
CHRP machine. 

2. Release full documentation on all new and 
existing machines, including low-level details of 
the chipset. 

3. Support developers properly! Commodore 
had some excellent support people, but they 
were usually severely underresourced. Make 
sure that this doesn't happen! 

4. Don't do anything the way that Microsoft do it. 

5. Sell a few of the bloody things! Get them into 
Escom shops immediately. 

What does the Amiga do better? 

In my experience, multitasking is better on the 
Amiga than on practically any other type of 
machine. Macs and PCs can multitask 
(especially with Windows NT and 95), but you 
need a hell of a lot of memory to get anywhere... 
The Amiga is still unrivalled as a general 

"The Amiga has 
the most efficient 
multitasking OS on 
any platform." 




Both Microsoft and Apple run their 
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purpose machine and still dumps on the PC 
from a great height in a number of specialised 
areas. However, it has lost a lot of ground over 
the past couple of years and really needs some 
serious pushing to get back up there- 
Name: Paul Nolan 
Company: Almathera 

Details: Designer/programmer of Photogenics 

What does the Amiga OS need? 

1 . Improve the look and feel. Looks count for a 
lot these days, and the default Workbench 
colours and icons suck. The OS should come 
with a GUI system with as many of MUl's good 
points and as few of its bad ones as possible. 

Having the WB Font preferences program 
hard coded to the Topaz font is hilarious. I would 
mention that I'm writing my own GUI system, 
but you'd probably just cut that bit out. Context- 
sensitive pop-up menus would be lovely. 

2. Make programmers lives easier. GUI creation 
for example is a big headache using GadTools 
at the moment, most people end up having to 
write their own systems. Object-oriented 
programming is a Good Thing. 

3. Printer support. License Studio 2. Same goes 
for Virtual Memory, license VMM if developing 
one from scratch would take too long. 

4. Price. Make the upgrade cheap! Developers 
will be reluctant to bother supporting new 
features if only a minority of people have them 
due to it being so expensive. 

5. Things like organising drawer and file icons 
nicely, or an undo option after any file operation. 
After first impressions, it's the little things like 
this that make a system nice to use. Including, 
or writing, in-house versions of popular 
commodities such as Cycle2Menu, 
ToolsDaemon, or Tools Manager would be a 
great start. Memory/Task protection would be 
nice, but probably unrealistic because it would 
cause problems for existing applications. 

Moving on to RISC might be a good time to 
start rewriting the OS from scratch. The only 
problem is making sure that what you end up 
with is still an Amiga's OS, and not Wndows 
NT or Unix, or what would be the point? 

What can the Amiga do better? 

Multitask fluidly? It will run in 2Mb RAM and no 
hard disk, but this is a double-edged sword. ■ 



Nitext Ltd (for sorting out a Pentium at such 
short notice), and Adam Baker, Scott Myles 
and all the "points of view" crew. 
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If you want to set yourself up in 
business the Amiga has everything 
you need. Larry Hickmott 

trawls through the 
extensive list of 
Amiga business 
software and 
hardware to 
find the best 
of the catch, m 
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Whether you're the 
chairperson of a large 
company or a small 
village charity, it's time 
you let your Amiga 
help in the day-to-day running of your 
business. From word processors to surfing 
the superhighway, the Amiga has all you 
need to help you make your business a 
success. We may not have the killer 
applications you see on the PC or the 
Macintosh, but then, even those aren't out 
of our reach thanks to the many emulators 
that enable your Amiga to act like one of 
these foreign computers. 

Business software can be placed into a 
number of categories including word 
processing/ DTP, accounting software and 
finally databases. As well as these, you'll 
probably also need some extras like software to 
handle faxes, the Internet and utilities for 
backing up all that valuable data. 

Putting it into words 

One of the first programs you'll need is a 
word processor. This enables you to write 
letters and reports and many other business- 
type documents. You could choose a typewriter 
for this, but then if you did you would miss out 
on all the advantages of a word processor. Like 
the ability to correct mistakes at the press of a 
few keys, spellcheck the text to make sure all 
your words are correct, and then have the 
software create as many letters as you need for 
mailshots and the like. 

A word processor also lets you move 
around great chunks of information within a 
document as well as format it so the right words 
stand out in the right places. You will also make 
much more of a professional impression if your 
document is neatly type-written so the 
information is easily understood by the reader. 
There's more. 

A word processor also lets you correspond 
with people over the telephone. Instead of 
typing out a letter, printing it and then letting the 
Royal Mail decide on when it's going to get to 
where it's supposed to be going; you can take 
advantage of today's technology and use a fax 
modem. One minute the letter will be in your 
word processor on the screen of your monitor, 
the next it can be in Sydney, Australia. 

There will be times though when even a 
word processor isn't enough for some of the 
things you may want to do in the day-to-day 
running of your business. You might for example 
want to create a newsletter to send to all of your 
customers, or even just create some sales 
brochures to help sell your products. For this, a 
desktop publishing program is required. These 
are much more powerful than word processors 
for document creation. No more having to get a 
professional to do your stationery. With the right 
software and your Amiga, you can do it yourself. 

Numbers up 

However, there is more to business than looking 
like a business professional. You need the 
money to back it up and some software to look 
after that money. No crooked accountants here 
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thank you very much. Forget the supermarket 
carrier bag full of old receipts. These days, you 
can do your own books, so when it is time to 
present the incomings and outgoings to the tax 
man, you won't be short of an answer or two to 
explain where it all came from and then went. 

There are two basic methods you can go 
for, one is a spreadsheet and the other is a 
dedicated accounts package. 

Of the two, I think that the spreadsheet is 
the more powerful, but with this comes a steep 
learning curve. This is because you need to 
first configure the program for the various tasks 
you require it to do. You might have one 
document file for doing invoices, another one for 
your accounts and even one acting as a 
database so it can tell you when you are about 
to run out of something. 

All these different files then need to be 
made to talk to each other which means you will 
need to know the software inside out to take 
advantage of all these different features. This 
knowledge doesn't just come to you and don't 
expect the manuals to tell you because 
invariably they won't. It takes time to learn - a 
long time generally, which is why many people 
go for a dedicated accounts package instead 
of a spreadsheet. 

Accounts packages are generally easier to 
get up and running because they are dedicated 
to a specific job. The main problem is usually 
finding an accounts program to suit your 
business. Some are not much more than home 
accounts programs while others do so much it's 
a job to know where to start when setting them 
up. Documentation I found isn't a strong point 
for many Amiga programs which is why a lot of 
us have to suffer in silence while we tame the 
beasts who have come to serve us. 



Putting it all order 

Another piece of essential software in the office 
suite is the database. This is a program that lets 
you organise data from different parts of your 
business so that retrieving it is not only quick, 
but simple too. Like calling up a list of all your 
customers to pick out someone's address from 
the mass of names and numbers before you can 
say, "I don't need a PC to do this". 

Before choosing a database though, you 
need to assess the needs of your business so 




"The Amiga has 
all you need to 
help you make 
your 



a success. 



91 



Jargon busting 



Emulations: Software or 
hardware that enables the 
host computer to act as if it 
was another type of computer. 
For example, your Amiga can 
act like a PC or a Macintosh. 

Gigabyte: 1,000 megabytes. 
With software packages 
getting bigger, hard drives 
too are having to be made 
bigger. One of the biggest is 
a Gig hard drive. 

Form Letter: A letter upon 
which others are based. A 
typical example is one which 
has various 'holes' in it. 



which are filled with text 
from a data file thanks to a 
mail merge function found in 
most word processors. 

Squirrel: A SCSI adaptor 
made by HiSoft for attaching 
SCSI devices to the Amiga 
1200 and 600, two of the 
most popular Amigas. 

Tables: A series of boxes 
linked together in a grid for 
the purpose of presenting 
data such as price lists. 

Flat File: A type of database 
where the information in a 



single file does not relate to 
other files in that database. 

Relational: A much more 
advanced type of database 
where information in two or 
more files can be made to 
relate to each other to create 
more flexible databases 
where everything is held 
within the one file. Useful in 
businesses where you will 
have databases for different 
parts of the business. 

PIM: Personal Information 
Manager. A fancy term used 
to describe a filofax. 
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For software that doesn't 
cost a lot but can still help 
you take care of business, 
then how about some from 
the Public Domain and the 
Amiga Shopper Coverdisks? 

Just two of the many PD 
packages you should look 
out for are Check It Out, 
which is a personal accounts 
program from the United 
States that helps you keep 
track of Incomings and 
outgoings; while Text Engine 
5.01 is a very useful text 
editor-come-word processor. 

Many fine programs have 
also found their way on to 
Amiga Shopper's Coverdisks. 
Like the excellent 
spreadsheet, EasyCalc 2, that 



was on the cover of the 
October issue. Back in April, 
another really cracking 
program called AmigaBase 
was given away. I used this 
for ages before getting a 
commercial package and it is 
well recommended. 

In the following month of 
May, another program perfect 
for business use was to be 
found. It was called Dialling 
Codes 2.0 and it enabled you 
to find an area code to match 
a city (UK). 

Moving along to 
September and there on the 
Coverdisk you will have 
found dDBase 6.84, which as 
you will guess from the 
name, is a database. 



Amiga Shopper has also 
featured some interesting 
demos of commercial 
software reviewed in this 
Supertest. Like HiSoft's Twist 
and Digita's Organiser which 
both found their way on to 
the July Coverdisks. Even 
better followed in September 
when a fully-working version 
of Pretext 4.3 was given 
away with its dictionaries 
following a month later. 

You will even find a 
useful piece of business 
software on the cover of this 
month's Amiga Shopper in 
the form of PowerBase 3.4, a 
powerful database that 
comes free, thanks to your 
favourite magazine. 



1 . 



outline 
litie P.ije 
Pi«?KiC«* 



TIM© - 



Im*it n»w i»chon — 

^* Betoie cunervt section 
. 1 A»»r cunent *^e!KN» 



1M 




Pop* HumP*t» 



i — mqiwi Pa<e*i — | 



P 



' OWfMqy = 
f* On OH pctg*» 

'-'lit' I 



Kumbei of 
<~ One 

_> Hve 



you can pick the appropriate tool. A typical 
question might be, "Can I make do with a simple 
flat file program or is an all singing and dancing 
relational one needed?" Before deciding, look at 
what you need the program for and then ask the 
simple question, "Can program A handle that?". 
To help you find out, Amiga Shopper has 
assembled a number of popular packages for 
me to dissect and report on, beginning with 
word processors. 

Word processors 
Final Writer 4 

This is currently the most powerful word 
processor on the Amiga. It has all the tools you 
need for looking after your text, such as a 
spellchecker, thesaurus and even a function that 
can help you keep an eye on your grammar. 
Formatting your text so it looks the business is a 
breeze thanks to Final Writer's Style tags which 
let you apply multiple attributes to a piece of text 
in the one operation. 

Final Writer is versatile enough to use for 
creating basic letters as well as producing 
reports with illustrations, diagrams and so on. It 
lacks a facility for doing tables and although it 
has mail merge facilities, they could be beefed 
up a bit. At the moment, you can get Final Writer 
to produce as many letters as is needed from a 
single form letter, but not perform a mail merge 
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Left: One of the most 
significant features in 
Final Writer is the ability 
to create separate 
chapters within the 
one document. 
Below: Final Writer 4 is 
the most powerful word 
processor on the Amiga. It 
has lots of interesting 
tools, like a grammar 
checker, for example. 




so it produces sheets of labels from a database 
of all your customers. 

However, it more than makes up for this 
with its use of sections within one document. 
This lets you create several independent 
chapters within a single document, with each 
section having different attributes. Endnotes for 
technical documents can also be added as well 
as markers which enable you to create an index 
or contents listing. 




Jingle llelh. Jingle Brlh. 
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Soon to be released is the all singing and 
dancing Wordworth 5 with new features like 
ARexx and drag and drop Style tags. 
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Importantly, the output from Final Writer is 
also first rate and with the help of ARexx, Final 
Writer can also be used to interface with other 
Softwood programs like Final Data and third- 
party programs like GPFax. 

Final Writer 4 

Price: £74.95 

Supplier: Softwood Europe 



Contact: 01773 521606 



Verdict: 90% 




Star buy 



Wordworth 3.1 R2 

Wordworth has been around for years on the 
Amiga. There are a number of versions about 
such as 4SE which is bundled with the new 
Amigas, 3.1 SE which is a slightly cut-down 
version to work on a standard Amiga; then there 
is 3.1 R2 which is currently the most powerful of 
all the Wordworth versions. 

Like Final Writer, Wordworth can handle 
most of your letter writing needs and to help you 
make sure all your words are the right ones, it 
comes with a spellchecker and thesaurus. No 
grammar checker however, but it makes up for 
this by having functions for tables and 
something called Text Effects that enables you 
to let those creative juices flow when the 
occasion calls for it. 

The navigation tools you find in Final Writer 
are missing as are Style tags, Endnotes and 
ARexx, but these are set to be implemented in 
the new and exciting Wordworth 5, due to be 
released in January. With this version, there will 
also be something called Wzards. These will 
help you create documents by simply asking you 
a few questions about the elements you require. 

Much more useful in my opinion is a feature 
for background printing which means you'll be 
able to write one letter, have it printed in the 
background while you get on with writing 
another. A number of these functions are already 
implemented in early versions which I have been 
able to test run and they seem to work quite 
well, I have high expectations for the program 
when it is eventually released. 

Wordworth 3.1 R2 

Price: £79.99 
Supplier: Digita International 



Contact: 01395 270273 



Verdict: 90% 




Star buy 



DTP software 

The two best DTP packages on the Amiga at 
the moment are PageStream 3, which is the 
most powerful but still under construction, and 
Professional Page 4.1, which is no longer being 
developed but is still available. 

For more information on PageStream 3, turn 
to page 38 for a review of how it is progressing 
as well as a long, hard look al some of the really 
powerful functions it has. If you prefer something 
less expensive or maybe you are used to 
PageSetter and would prefer to work in the 
same way, you might like to give Professional 
Page 4.1 a try. It's available from LH Publishing 
(w 01 908 370230) for £49.95 and if you ask to 
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speak to me when you ring up, I'll be happy to 
extol its virtues and tell you why I use it in the 
running of my own business. You can also check 
out a review of it in the December 1 995 issue of 
Amiga Shopper. 



Databases 



Final Data 3 

Final Data 3 is a listview-style database that is 
still as easy to use as ever. It is also so powerful 
that not only does it look more like a 
spreadsheet, it can perform a few of the 
functions you would normally associate with that 
type of program. This makes Final Data 3 
useable for creating bank statements and the 
like along with a database of all your customers. 

Version 3 sees a number of new features 
like the ability to display graphics on the same 
screen and play sounds as well as animations. It 
even has a Slide Show menu item. What you 
see on screen can also be filtered quite a lot 
thanks to a decent Query function as well 
as a View filter, so you can choose 
which columns you want displayed 
and so on. 

It may not have received 
the most favourable of 
reviews in the past but there 
is certainly something to be said 
for a program that lets you create a 
database in minutes and that is simple 
use and maintain. 

Final Data 3 

Price: £39.95 
Supplier! Softwood Europe 



Contact: 01773 521606 



Verdict: 86% 



Datastore 1 

Another program from the Digita International 
stable, Datastore is a simple to use, flat file 
database. It is form view only, which basically 
means you can only view one record on-screen 
at a time. This allows you to design creative- 
looking interfaces for each database, which is 
one of the reasons it has been such a success. 

Datastore 1 comes with a number of 
templates that you can use to base your own 
database upon or if need be, you can create 




Left: Just look at Final 
Data 3 now! As well as 
that much-unloved 
spreadsheet appearance 
there is a function to 
display graphics like this. 
Below: What you see on 
screen can now be 
extensively filtered 
through a Query function 
as well as a selective 
View feature, which is 
new to Final Data 3. 




your own using some of Datastore's really 
cool design tools. Each of the fields can have its 
own label as well as be illustrated with a picture 
or two. Pictures can also be added to each 
record created. 

In version 2, which is being released shortly, 
lere are several new features being 
added including a listview, a modeless 
Find requester and a 'Print to Screen 
Records' function. This on top of 
some of the already useful features 
like a two-function Query panel so 
you can choose two operators to 
filter what you see on-screen and 
three levels of sorting. 
Combine Datastore with the mail merge 
features found in Wordworth and you have a 
formidable duo for handling everything from 
company memos to mail shots. 

Datastore 1 

Price: £49.99 
Suppler Digita International 



Contact: 01395 270273 



Verdict: 88% 





Above: The Query 
function in Datastore 
enables you to pick and 
choose groups of records 
for display on-screen. 
Left: Datastore has to be 
one of the prettiest and 
easiest to use database 
programs there is. 
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Twist 2 

There are simple databases that can do a 
good job of keeping track of your customers 
and there are complex and very powerful 
databases that can do all that and much more. 
Twist 2 falls into the latter category. Its 
strength lies in the way separate databases 
can be made to relate to each other, It also has 
very powerful calculation functions enabling you 
to create files much more powerful than the 
usual things people expect from a database, 
such as address books, etc. 

From the time you work through the first 
tutorial, you are shown how to create 
business-like databases where the fields in a 
record can be made relational to other fields. 
This enables you to have two fields that 
interact with each other to provide input for 
another field. Very much like a spreadsheet. 
VAT for example, is easily configured so it's 
added or not added to the total price of a 
group of items, depending on a code of your 
choosing that is entered. 

These powerful features let you control 
stock, customer records and even your 
accounts. The manual contains brief, but 
reasonably good tutorials to get you up to 
speed, although there is no on-line help 
which when you consider the size of the 
manual, for such a powerful program it 
wouldn't do any harm. 

Databases can be viewed in form view 
where pictures can be mixed with text and 
figures or in list view for easy access to multiple 
records. There is even a built in text editor. Twist 
certainly didn't strike me as being the most 
intuitive of databases I've ever used on the 
Amiga, but it certainly is the most powerful one 
that is currently available. 

Twist 2 



Price: £99.99 



Supplier: HiSoft 

Contact: 0500 223660 



Verdict: 89% 
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► InfoNEXUS/DataNEXUS 

Coming from Oplonica, you would expect these 
programs to have a multimedia bent about them 
and you would be right. Both these programs 
are well suited to people on a tight budget 
looking for tools to manage their files and keep 
track of their business. 

InfoNEXUS 2 is the file manager and 
provides a fuss free way of managing the 
storage of your files. It isn't as powerful as 
Directory Opus 5 but then it doesn't have to be 
because it does have one unique ace up its 
sleeve. It's called an image browser and it 
enables you to have a directory of images 
viewed as thumbnails. This one feature alone is 
worth the price. 

DataNEXUS meanwhile is a simple 
database with the same type of custom 
interface as InfoNEXUS, an interface you either 
love or hate. Considering DataNEXUS is thrown 
in free with InfoNEXUS, you can't really whinge 
about it, although it would be helpful if the 
manual was a little better (like having an index) 
so you can get more out of the program. 

InfoNEXUS/DataNEXUS 

Price: £29.99 

Supplier: Optonica 

Contact: 01455 558282 



Verdict: 80% 



Organiser 2 

Not so much a database as an electronic 
filofax, Organiser 2 is the type of thing we all 
need so we don't miss the important things in 
life, like the open golf day out at Wentworth or 
the wife's birthday. With an interface just like a 




/'// let you make your own mind up about the 
interlace for DataNEXUS. Just bear in mind that 
the program comes tree with InfoNEXUS 2. 



Left: Twist 2 enables you 
to view your database in 
form view like this, or 
listvlew where multiple 
records are displayed 
on-screen at once. 
Below: The options in 
Twist 2 when creating 
fields are plentiful and 
powerful, letting you 
make light work of 
creating databases that 
help you keep control of 
your business. 




"Both these 
programs are well 
suited to people 
on a tight budget." 



real filofax, using a program like this is dead 
simple. It has to- be one of the easiest to use 
programs on any computer. 

Organiser 2 has various sections for 
appointments, tasks, address book and 
supplements. There's no section for making 
notes yet, but it is possible to use a word 
processor like Wordworth to save an ASCII 
file to the Supplements directory and get 
Organiser to rescan the disk to load this 
information into Organiser. 

The program can be run from Start-Up and 
either run full screen or hidden from view. The 
important thing with a program like this is that 



it's always running so that it can remind you of 
important appointments before they happen. 
New in version 2 is a function to create links 
between items such as linking an address to an 
appointment. You will also find little scroll arrows 
that let you scroll through a list of events when 
space gets tight on the page. 

Organiser 2 is well recommended for not 
only those in business but also to those of you 
who need a filofax but don't want to be seen 
with the real thing. And don't forget to ask 
Digita about the 96PlusPack which contains 
oodles of new supplements and theme 
templates for Organiser. 



Organiser 2 



Price: £49.99 



Supplier : Digita International 
Contact: 01395 270273 




Verdict: 92% 



Star buy 



Accounts/stock 

control/invoicing 

EasyLedgers 

As we now know, taking care of business 
requires a number of tools. One for the 
accounts, another to handle sales and yet 
another for looking after the stock. If all these 
could be handled by one program, it would have 
to be pretty special and a program that fits this 
bill is EasyLedgers. 

EasyLedgers is made up of five separate 
modules, all sharing a similar-looking interface. 
This is important for those who want to be up 
and running quickly because it means you 
don't have to learn five different programs. 
The other advantage to EasyLedgers is that 
because the stock control and sales are handled 
in the one program, the two can talk to each 
other so if an item is sold, the stock can be 
updated to reflect that. 



A 
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Above: Digita's Organiser 
is one of the most user- 
friendly programs you will 
probably ever use. It 
comes with many 
interesting supplements 
and templates to help get 
you started. 
Left: As well as making 
sure you don't miss any 
important meetings, 
Organiser 2 also acts as 
an address database. 
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Once set up, using the program is all 
relatively easy, or as easy as an accounts 
program can be. I felt the interface was perhaps 
a little old-fashioned in appearance, not by 
Amiga standards which it conforms to quite well, 
but when judged against similar programs on 
the PC. The manual is also a little light on 
substance when you consider how powerful the 
program is. For the sake of a few quid, the 
documentation could be improved to include 
more illustrations for the excellent tutorials and a 
more detailed reference section. There is no on- 
line help and as such the learning curve with the 
program is not as easy as it could be. 

With a price drop to £1 20, this program is 
just about the right price for the market and 
deserves to do well - which it already is 
apparently. I should also mention that it is 
dongle-protected which will mean that those of 
you who like to play the odd game between 
business meetings will need to shut down your 
Amigas to exchange dongle and joystick. 
Another case of the minority spoiling it for the 
majority. However, this dongle does enable 
Wizard to offer a 28-day money back 
guarantee. Can't be bad. 



EasyLedgers 



Price: £119,99 



Supplier : Wizard Developments 
Contact: 01322 272908 



Verdict: 88% 



System 3 

If ever there's a program that has been tried and 
tested, it is Digita's System 3. It has been 
around on the Amiga and other platforms for 
ages, and although it is starting to show its age 
with an interface definitely at odds with today's 
programs, System 3 can still cut it when it comes 
to looking after the numbers in your business. 

There is a but though. When I first ran the 
two programs that come with System 3, they 
didn't like me using custom fonts on a hires 
screen Workbench screen. This meant I had 
to change my Workbench back to use the 
dreaded Topaz 8. Once I had that sorted out, 1 
found System 3 a breeze to get up and 
running thanks to the easy to follow tutorials in 
the 50-page manual. 

However, I did dislike having to remember 
(or keep a hard copy handy) all the product 
codes I was using for creating invoices. 
After having used Quickbooks on the PC, 
which lets you scroll through a list of product 
codes, this way of working is a mite annoying 
and old hat. 

All in all though, System 3 is a very useful 
accounts program providing you can put up with 
the old-fashioned interface. With a price of only 
£39.99 for registered Digita users, it's a 
bargain. Just one more thing Digita. How about 
some templates! 

System 3 

Price; £5939 (£39.99 registered) 



Supplier! Digita International 



Contact: 01395 270273 



Verdict: 79% 
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Right: Entering cash 
sales is handled by 
EasyLedgers' Sales 
module, where cash sales 
can be entered and stock 
adjusted automatically. 
Below: EasyLedgers 
features five modules 
which let you take care of 
stock control, sales, the 
accounts and much more. 
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Above: System 3 has 
many useful functions, 
including one that lets 
you create invoices. 
Left: Cash sales are 
easily taken care of. The 
interface is ageing a bit, 
but the number crunching 
is still good. 



Cashbook Combo 

This is another blast from the past from Digita 
International. Cashbook Combo is used for 
recording cash and bank transactions as well as 
keeping track of VAT. It looks very much like 
System 3, but with a slightly updated 
interface. This meant I didn't have to 
go and change all my system fonts. 

With more functions (thank 
System 3) to take care of the 
accounts side, Cashbook Combo 
costs a little more than 
System 3 although registered 
Digita users can still get it for 
less than £60. 

Cashbook Combo 

Price: £79.99 (£59.99 registered) 

Supplier: Di gita International 

Contact: 01395 270273 



Verdict: 75% 



Money Matters 3 

Money Matters 3 is much more up to date. This 
program lets you keep track of your business 
and personal accounts with tools that are both 
intuitive and user-friendly. It is not an invoicing 
program and so it won't let you record cash 
sales and perform invoicing in the way many 
business-based accounts programs do. But, it 
does let you set up multiple accounts to run 
side-by-side. These can be used for keeping 
track of the money made from sales and so on. 

The program comes with a typically good 
Digita manual as well as on-line help. Combine 
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these with the useful templates, and you'll find 
setting up different types of accounts a breeze. 
You will for example see how Type codes can be 
used for things like VAT as well as for products 
and expenses. 

By the time you read this, Money 
Matters 4 will be released and the 
good news for Amiga Shopper 
readers is that a three-month time- 
limited version of the program 
will be on February's 
Coverdisk. That way, you 
can try it out for yourself by creating all 
your accounts and if after the three months you 
find it useful, the accounts you have created can 
be loaded into the full version. 

Amongst the new features is AmigaGuide 
on-line help (as opposed to a custom help 
system), Digisense for ease of use, Financial 
reminders, Insurance inventory, a calculator with 
a currency convertor and clipboard support. 

Money Matters 3 

Price: £49.90 (Money Matters 4) 

Supplier: Digita International 

Contact: 01395 270273 



Verdict: 86% 



Spreadsheets 

TUrboCalc 3.5 

Having taken one look at the free TurboCalc 
manual that came with my Amiga Technologies 
Amiga 1 200, I didn't really want to look at this 
program. In no way does this manual do it any 
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Right: Money Matters 3 
has various reporting 
functions, including lists 
to the screen or printer 
and various graphs. 
Below: Many different 
types of transactions can 
be given codes which can 
then be entered into the 
accounts. These include 
products, services, 
suppliers and VAT. 
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justice, because without using the manual, I 
found TurboCalc has grown into one of the best 
Amiga spreadsheets. It's not as powerful as 
Final Calc, but then there's plenty of grunt under 
its hood. The surprising thing about this is that 
TurboCalc is still very easy to get going with, 
making it appealing to novices and experts alike. 

TurboCalc has all the usual spreadsheet 
functions. The interface for example is very 
configurable and inserting functions into a cell is 
a breeze. When you want to show off your data 
in a more visually appealing way, there is always 
TurboCalc's graph functions to play with. 

TurboCalc also imports and exports to Lotus 
1 23, Excel 4 and Gold Disk's Pro Calc. 
Considering the price of Turbo Calc, free with 
new Amigas and less than £50 for those who 
already have an Amiga, there is no doubting the 
value in this program. You never know, with a 
better manual, Digita may even be able to make 
spreadsheets popular again. 

TurboCalc 3.5 



Final Calc 

It's been labelled the most powerful 
spreadsheet on the Amiga and it is. What this 
spreadsheet can't do isn't worth doing, to coin a 
popular phrase. Whether you want to create 
invoices, credit notes or order forms, Final Calc 
will certainly do the business for you. 

Not only that, once you have created the 
database of your choice and entered the 
relevant data, graphs like you wouldn't 
believe can be created and then printed, or if 
you prefer, saved to disk to use in your 
multimedia presentations. 

The only downside of Final Calc is that 
the interface is heavy going for spreadsheet 
novices and so a steep learning curve can be 
expected. However, for businesses that require 
heavyweight number-crunching tools, they don't 
come much more heavyweight than Final Calc. ft 
has all the functions you would expect in a 
spreadsheet and some that you probably 
wouldn't expect. 

Final Calc 

Price: £99.99 

Supplier: Softwood Europe 



Contact: 01773 521606 



Verdict: 89% 
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Above: Inserting the 
necessary formula into a 
ce// is as easy as it can be 
in TurboCalc. 
Left: The options for the 
type of interface you 
design for your 
spreadsheet can be many 
and varied, thanks to 
TurboCalc's cell 
formatting tools. 
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Comms 

Unless you've been sunning yourself in Cyprus 
along with all those other fugitive tycoons, you 
will have no doubt heard about the Internet. This 
is the information superhighway that links the 
world by phone. Anyone in business these days 
needs to be connected to the Internet. Whether 
you have your own home page advertising your 
wares or just prefer to plug your products in 
user groups and other areas, being on the 
Internet can bring you closer to your customers 
and even find you with new ones. 

There are a number of on-line services for 
you to partake in. CompuServe is one, the 
Internet is another, CIX is another and so on. 
Think of each one as a separate city with 
electronic highways in between. Electronic 
highways that you can surf up and down using 
your Amiga armed with some suitable software 
generally provided by the server you choose. 

Within each of the services are different 
areas (think of them as suburbs) where you can 
join in group discussions on various subjects. 

Taking the Internet as an example, you can 
surf along to an Aminet site and download from 
there Public Domain software or demos of 
commercial programs. You can then browse 
(window-shop) by looking at various Web pages 
such as the one extolling the virtues of the 
Hewlett-Packard printers and scanners. If you 
tire of that (or run out of money), you can visit or 
join various user groups where you will be kept 
up to date with the latest happenings and in 
touch with users and publishers alike. 

At the very least, you can use the E-mail 
facility which enables people from all over the 
world to send you electronic mail which can 
arrive in seconds rather than weeks. 

To do all this you need a server or maybe 
two. Living in Milton Keynes for example, I 
access CompuServe direct via a London 
number (serving CompuServe) while all my 
E-mail and Internet adventures are handled by 
Powernet (serving the Internet) here in Milton 
Keynes. What Powernet (» 01 908 5031 26) do 
is to give me (well it costs about £1 4 a month 
actually) a gateway to the Internet. They also 
provided all the software required to surf the 
networks as well as idiot-proof technical support 
to use this software. 

Independent servers like Powernet can 
be found all around the country, or you can link 
up with one of the most popular major servers 
like Demon. 

Another use for your modem is for receiving 
and sending faxes. Some people prefer 
dedicated fax machines which can be left on all 
the time, while others (like me) prefer the faxing 
to be handled from the computer. You may 
prefer both, a fax machine for receiving faxes, 
and a fax modem for sending letters straight 
from your word processor. A piece of software 
you can use for this is GPFax. 

GPFax 

All the way from my home town of Brisbane 
comes GPFax, written by Greg Perry, the same 
Aussie responsible for Easy Ledgers reviewed 
elsewhere in this Supertest. GPFax is dead 
simple to use but nonetheless a powerful fax 
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program that can be used to send, receive and 
print faxes. 

The creation of the fax is usually done in a 
word processor, although because the fax itself 
is created by printing a document to disk using 
a special printer driver, you can use your 
scanner to create fax documents and all sorts. 
All the normal features you would require like an 
address book for your fax numbers, a logging 
facility to keep track of incoming and outgoing 
calls, as well as ARexx so GPFax can be linked 
up with other ARexx programs, are present. 



GPFax 



Amiga 



Price: £44.95 



Supplier : Wizard Developments 
Contact: 01322 272908 



Verdict: 90% 



Star buy 



Hardware 

Software is all well and good but you will need 
more than just a basic Amiga to help you run 
your business. An Amiga 1 200 will do, although 
you will find a boxed Amiga like the 4000 
does have a few advantages such as 
being able to take a graphics card 
for an improved display. 

The 4000 though is an 
expensive option, and this may 
prevent you from affording a 
back up machine. Just 
remember that computers do 
fail from time to time and there is 
nothing worse than not being able to access 
your database when you need to. My own 
business, LH Publishing, makes use of three 
1 200s as well as some other computers I won't 
mention in this family magazine. The advantage I 
found in choosing this route, is that I can take 
hard drives and so on from any of the Amigas 
and interchange them with the other Amigas, in 
case a machine fails. 

Backing up 

Which leads me to playing safe and making sure 
all the data on your Amiga is backed up or to 
put it another way, a copy made of it for safe 
keeping. Anyone who has tried backing up their 
hard drive to floppy disk, will know what a 
proverbial pain in the butt it is. 

To avoid this brain damaging experience, 
you can make use of a number of different types 
of back up devices. Like a DAT drive for 
example. This is device which backs up your 
data to a miniature-looking cassette tape. These 
devices (DAT drives) aren't cheap, costing as 
much as £700 and they also require a SCSI 
connector. The cheapest option is an internal 
model although external models can be mounted 
outside your Amiga if you really have to. 

Tapes for the drives cost around £1 0 and 
hold up to 2Gb (2,000Mb) of data. This means 
if you have a 500Mb hard drive, it is possible to 
back it up several times to the one tape without 
overwriting the last back up. There are several 
programs you can use to back up your hard 
drive to a DAT drive, including Amiback and 
Removable Media Network Tools from Fourth 
Level Developments ("0117 985 4455). 
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Right: Final Ca/c is 
capable of generating 
stunning graphs including 
animated ones. 
Below: The honour for 
the most powerful 
spreadsheet on the 
Amiga goes to Final Calc 
from Softwood. 
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Panasonic PD system 

A more practical device is the Panasonic PD 
system. I use it for backing up my books and 
other data to. It is a single tray that can act as a 
quad-speed CD drive or a 650 optical 
disk drive. Like the DAT drive, it needs 
a SCSI connection which shouldn't 
be a problem with devices like the 
Squirrel about. Cost is £600. 

If the amount of data you 
have to back up isn't that great, 
you could try the Zip drive. 
This is currently taking the 
world by storm and can be 
difficult to find. Basically, it's a SCSI 
removable drive which will enable you to back 
up around 1 00Mb of data to a special sort of 
disk which costs around a tenner. With the drive 
itself costing less than £200, the value is not in 
doubt and anyone who needs a value for money 
back up device should give this a good look. 

"You will need 
more than just a 
basic Amiga to 
help you run 
your business." 



Doing impressions 'j 1 



If what you need to use won't run on your 
Amiga, like Excel the spreadsheet or 
PageMaker the DTP program, why not 
consider an emulator? This is hardware or 
software that enables you to run programs 
from the PC or Macintosh on your Amiga. 

After all, there is no point in giving up 
your Amiga just to run the odd application 
is there? For the PC, there are various 
hardware emulators for boxed Amiga 
owners as well as software like PC Task 3. 

If you prefer to use a Macintosh, then 
you could turn to something like 
ShapeShifter which has received very good 
reviews in recent months. 



Also good value these days is a second 
hard disk. With prices having dropped below 
£200, another external or internal drive may be 
a good choice. By making sure all your data files 
are saved to the same partition, this can be 
easily backed up by creating a second partition 
the same size on another hard drive. All that is 
needed then to back up your files, is to disk 
copy one partition to another. 
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Hard copy 



You can also back up data to paper by using a 
printer. Every Amiga owner at some time or 
another will need a printer and business users 
more than most. I won't dwell on this because 
next month Amiga Shopper has a Supertest on 
printers where I can give you a lot more detail 
about the choices you can make. I will say 
however, that if you are choosing a printer for 
your business, think hard about what you need it 
for. A laser is like having a photocopier and in 
conjunction with a scanner can be used as 
such, as can an inkjet but this type of printer is 
much slower than the laser. However, an inkjet is 
useful if you require colour output, while if you 
use multi-part invoicing, you may need an impact 
printer (pin printer). 

Scanners 

Just as you need a way of outputting your work, 
there will be times when you need a way of 
getting stuff into your Amiga. Just the other day I 
needed a copy of an important document and 
used the scanner to make this copy. Which was 
just as well because the original went missing in 
the post and I had to use the back up. Saved by 
the Amiga again. 

The best scanner on the Amiga at the 
moment is the Epson GT-9000 although it's 
about to come under stiff competition from its 
stable-mate, the Epson GT-5000. This will be 
hundreds of pounds cheaper according to 
retailers. Flatbeds are the best choice even if 
they are a bit pricey - make sure you take into 
account that you'll need something like ImageFX 
1 .5 and a special parallel cable. 

If cash is a bit tight, then consider as a 
last resort a hand scanner. Power Computing 
(o 01 234 273000) do a very good colour hand 
scanner, while if all you do is scan line art and 
OCR text, then try the Alfascan Plus from 
Golden Image (« 0181 900 9291). ■ 
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DeskTop Publishing 



Larry Hickmott 



Oi 30h2 

PageStream 



PageStream 3 is a heavyweight desktop publishing program that promises to put Amiga DTP on the 
map. Here to expose the program's virtues is Larry Hickmott. 



Desktop publishing on the 
Amiga has for a long time 
been very strong, but it 
looked like going sour when 
Gold Disk pulled out of the 
market. However, it turned out that 
Soft-Logik didn't need competition from 
Gold Disk for it to continue to develop 
PageStream into a world-beating program. 

Instead, this great American developer 
turned its sights on QuarkXPress and PageMaker, 
the killer DTP applications on the Macintosh and 
PC. Soft-Logik has developed PageStream 3 for 
the Amiga with further versions also being 
developed for the PC and Macintosh. 

Just over a year ago - a year late as it was 
- PageStream 3 was released unfinished. The 
howls of protest from user and media alike were 
heard all the way back to St. Louis, where Soft- 
Logik are based. Despite telling us the program 
would be useable, few Amiga owners I talked to 
thought it was. 




a very different Amiga magazine 

I- 1111*1 ■INiafoTolC.tAlTTSlI 



The ability to have different views of the one 
document is very useful. 

However, nowadays PageStream 3, despite 
still not being finished, is a much better 
program. A fact that has not gone unnoticed by 
the powers that be at Amiga Shopper, who 
decided that I should report on its progress. 

Not that I haven't stopped looking at it I 
have after all just spent many weeks creating a 



Unfinished business 



Soft-Logik may have made dramatic progress 
with this version of PageStream but it still has 
a number of features that are unfinished. 
These include Plate Control, Find and Replace, 
Facing Pages, Greeking Text, Trapping, 
anchoring a graphic to a piece of text, editing 
the kerning of a font and quite a few more. 




Many of these should be finished in version 
3.0i and the rest by 3.1. I've given up predicting 
when this will happen because the release 
dates seem to get put back further and further. 
Give them six months I reckon and we should 
have a DTP program that will be as near to 
perfect as we will ever see on the Amiga. 



book with PageStream and although I didn't feel 
as comfortable with the program as I would like, 
the fact I got the job done without any major 
hiccups was a good indication of just how far 
Soft-Logik have progressed with it. 

The version for this review is 3.0h2. It was 
supposed to be 3.0i, but Soft-Logik were 
obviously having a spot of bother getting this 
one done and so a second "h" release was put 
together, so those people buying the new Text 
Effects module could use it with the program. 
(Text Effects won't work with release 3.0h.) 

Kicking the Amiga habit 

PageStream is a real killer application. In most 
reviews the real high end features are glossed 
over because many of you simply won't need 
them for daily use. But there isn't any point in 
talking about the basics, because PageStream 3 
has them all and a lot more besides. 

It is the high end features that make 
PageStream 3 so special. Many of you will know 
that I not only currently use ProPage 4.1 , but I 
also sell it. The reason I use ProPage 4.1 for 
nearly all my work is because it's quick, reliable 
and I know it better than I know my wife. Sad, 
but true. So you might expect me to slag 
PageStream off a wee bit. Well, you'd be wrong. 

There are times when professional or 
serious publishers need high end features and 
nothing was able to provide them - until 



back another $50. 




Larry Hickmott DeskTop Publishing 
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PageStream 3 arrived. When my printing firm 
said, "Can't you trap that logo?", I had to say no 
because ProPage can't do that - nor can any 
other current publishing program on the Amiga. 

This is just one of a number of features that 
will be present in the software when it is fully 
operational. Users, disappointed with how long 
PageStream 3 is taking to be finished, often ask, 
"Will it be worth the wait?". The answer is yes. 

Under the thumb 

There are plenty of things in PageStream that no 
other program on the Amiga has. Like the Edit 
Palette, for example. This is a floating bar that 
lets you access many of the functions normally 
hidden away in menus. I'm sure many of you will 
have had to go to a menu to change the size of 
your text or rotate a box. In PageStream 3, the 
Edit Palette lets you do all this and a lot more 
very quickly. If I was to give out awards for the 
best feature to be implemented, it would have to 
be the Edit Palette. 

The rest of the features I want to mention 
are more specialist. Ones like Insert Character 
where you can access letters outside the normal 
keyboard character set. I was able to find some 
interesting dingbats, for example. 

Imagine you need to create a table of 
figures for a sailing club and want a picture of a 
boat to be inserted in different places. By using 
this feature and selecting a font that contains a 
sailing boat, the character can be inserted at the 
click of a button. Brilliant and very useful now 
that I've had the chance to play with it. 

While on the subject of text, PageStream 3 
continues to let you add fonts on the fly - that 
is, after running the program. I was able to add 
fonts at any time from hard disk, floppy disk and 
CD. Another useful feature for those of us who 
do manuals and write books is anchoring an 



Upgrades 



If you require PageStream upgrades, these 
are available free from Compuserve or from 
Soft-Logik's own BBS. You can also contact 
LH Publishing, we have them all up to 3.0h2 
and provide these at a nominal charge to 
cover costs. Call ■ 01908 370230. 




As well as style tags for text, objects can also 
be tagged with a set of attributes. 

object to text. This is something I have used with 
QuarkXPress and I was very disappointed that it 
isn't as yet implemented in PageStream 3. It will 
be though, so I can hold tight until it is. 

One feature you don't have to wait for is 
PageStream 3's ability to convert a drawing into 
a text frame. Recently, I made use of some 
screenshots of text in the shape of a phone in 
ProPage. This was done using text runaround 
and a couple of clips from ProDraw. With 
PageStream 3 it's even simpler. 

Picture this 

Anyone looking at PageStream 3 and thinking 
that its text handling is good should take a look 
at the way it handles graphics. Not only does 
PageStream 3 come with a superb bitmap editor 
called BME, it also supports more graphics than 
you can poke a stick at. Not everything is 
catered for, and some (like the JPEG filter) will 
cost a few extra quid, but put them all together 
and there is very little PageStream won't handle. 
I expect that this will get even better as the PC 
and Macintosh versions are created. 

For me though, one of the really necessary 
features is trapping. Imagine a red circle on top 
of a green one. When printed using most Amiga 
programs, where the red one sits on top of the 
green one, the paper will be left white so the red 
ink isn't printed on top of the green. (This is 
called Knockout.) However, if the printer doesn't 
quite print the red circle in the right place, a 
white line is created between the end of the red 
circle and the beginning of the green bit. 



To avoid problems like this occurring, you 
can use what is known as trapping, where one 
colour will be printed slightly bigger and another 
slightly smaller, so there is a small amount of 
overlap. This way, no tell-tale white lines appear. 
This will be one of the most useful functions in 
the program when I do colour work. When the 
function is finished that is. 

Of more importance to most users are the 
drawing tools that are being added to 
PageStream. A number of these tools are still to 
be finished, but if you take into account that in a 
program like PageMaker 5 on the PC you can't 
even draw a triangle, PageStream 3 starts to 
look pretty good, even without its missing tools. 

Itchy and scratchy 

The functions discussed so far have only just 
scratched the surface. I haven't discussed the 
Pantone colours, the bitmap and gradient fills, 
the fencing and text runaround functions, etc. 
There is so much to PageStream 3 and yet, still 
so much to be finished and even more to be 
added when they finally get it fully functioning. 

Soft-Logik, after all, are having to play catch- 
up in some areas. Some of the new features in 
PageMaker 6 look pretty yummy and I hope 
Soft-Logik will take note of them. With versions 
of PageStream 3 being created for the PC and 
Macintosh, I am sure they have. Amiga users 
should benefit from that as well. 

Unlike the original version 3, this one is very 
usable. Many Amiga owners are doing 
magazines, books and more with it. If I sound 
enthusiastic about it, I am. However, I won't be 
giving up ProPage for it, because as much as I 
like PageStream 3, 1 can't see it completely 
replacing a program that copes pretty well 
already with what I do. PageStream 3 after all, is 
a big program and because of that it can be like 
driving a Roller around the streets of London. I 
can always get a faster Amiga! ■ 

PageStream 3.0h2 

Price: £134.95 

Supplier: SoftLogik 

Contact: 001 314 256 9595 



Verdict: 87% 



Power hungry 




If you are thinking of buying PageStream 3, 
then make sure you have the hardware to 
satisfy its hunger for memory and speed. 
Although it works fine with an A1200 and 
6Mb of memory, try adding at least a 68030 
accelerator and 8Mb of Fast RAM to the 
2Mb of Chip RAM. If you want to really 
show off, then look out for a 68040 or even 
a 68060 accelerator. This is killer application 
territory and it requires killer hardware. 
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. Final C 

A new branch on the 
SoftWood Family Tree 
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New Final Cafc™ is the spreadsheet Amiga owners 
have been wailing for. Over four years in the 
development stage. Final Calc has all the power 
you will ever need - and dien some! 

Willi iis friendly interface and on-line help for beginner 
and expen alike. Final Cflk allows easy access to the 
most extensive list of features ever • including... 
•Comprehensive CcllTtpc definition •Unlimited I'mki 
it Redo •Outline Font Output •Backgniund Ke calt 
• 178 Maths Functions with compirison/logicjl operators 
•Direct support for Postscript'^ 1 & Preference Primers -Print Spooler, 
Scaling, Auto-fit, Page Preview and Portrait/Landscape printing options 
•2l)/3l)(iraphswilh animation •Read and W rite Lotus 1-2-3 \Vkl files 

COUNTING ON THE BEST! 
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A Cultivated Approach 
to Data Management 

Now in its third release. Final 
Data 3 1 retains its case of use 
and unique method of simple 
data dcllniiion and cniry • but. 
now includes more advanced 
features) 

Even lira time mcrs can produce 
their own personal inlormation filo 
immediately! ,Vs you become more 
familiar, you can ukc ad\ jnu^r i>f 
•RunninK ("jkulatioiis -Multiple 

Line Memos -An extensive Query Requester and... NEW final Data 3 
features such a>. ■ Hidden Columns • Redefinition of Data (eg. from Test 
to a Memo column) ■ Graphics, Sound and Animation (Requires use of 
Datatypes found in Workbench 10 or above). Why don't you become... 

PERFECTLY /wFORMED! 

Final Calc redefines tlx way spmidsbeets should work - fast and intuitltv. 

whilst offering a mnge of advanced features. 
Final Data 5 has undergone a major upgrade with inipmivnienls that 
extend its ai/iabilities hid ivtain unit/tie. easy data entry techniques. 
If you would like to place an order or just require the I'l 'tl specifications 
for Final Calc or Final Data .i please call our... 

Order Line on 01 773 521606 




Who else hut the World's leading Amiga home & office 
productivity software developer could offer you such a 
wide range of award winning programs? 
A range acclaimed as the best for your computer with 
individual pmgrams having received Amiga Format 
Gold, Amiga Computing Blue & Gold Chips. CV Amiga 
Top Rated and many, many Otters uviidwide. 
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Final Calc 

Spreadsheet 
The answer to every spreadsheet 
users' dreams! With its flexible 
modes of operation, it's ideal 
for beginners and experts alike. 

• Layered sheets for multiple linked spreadsheet operation 

• Advanced Printing and font handling with auto-fit to 
page(s) and complete document scaling 

• Vast choice of graph styles including 3D and animated 
to show calculation results actually as they progress 

• Unlimited number of Undo and Redo events with listing 

• Lotus 1-2-3 .WK1 compatible & full text file import/export 

'.liwfW ntimmu Koribtiub 2W I'Atflf ailb w font tlniv twil £99>M 
ii minimum If "I Kill - Hme qomkmM foe pSp 

■«f : Final Copy II 

V H| Word Processor 

This powerful alternative is the 
ideal companion for Amiga users 
with single or twin floppy drives 
and a lower memory size. 

• PerfectPrint™ - an advanced system that enables you to 
output PostScript" 1 smooth fonts to ANY printer in both 
landscape and portrait modes 

• FastDraw'" - on screen drawing tools for creation of boxes, 
lines, borders, arrows etc. 

■ Other features such as newspaper columns and import of 
graphics and pictures with scale, crop and autoflow text 

£49* 
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Final Writer 4 

final [ Wrih'r_ wonj Processor/Publisher 

The most powerful Amiga word 
processor for users needing the 
highest performance and most 
comprehensive range of features. 

• TextBlocks™ - to position text at any size and angle 

• FastDraw Plus' - - versatile selection of graphics tools 

• TouchTools™ & PowerUser Bars'" - One touch commands 

• PerfectPrint"' - You just can't print better on your Amiga 

• French, German and Norwegian dictionary options 

• Output PostScript'* fonts & clip-art to all graphic printers 
Supplied with 100 images and 120 outline fonts FREE! 

£74-flS "Amiga* iwmiug §iH4\iHhlOit*ifahruishtii>anldmviii!it 
Mr pBp u minimum <fJMthuffnv KW • lb* n\<mimentk\l 



^■t Final Data 3 " 

Database 
A powerful yet simple to use 
database with extensive features 
enhancing your potential to store 
important information EASILY. 



Final DdJl 




• Easy definition of columns for categories of information 
such as name, house number, street, town, county, postal 
code, phone number etc. - no unfamiliar commands! 

• Built-in routines for rapid label printing 

• Print/mail merge with word processors 

• 'Memo' feature, acting like a 'Post-It' note, to enter 
large amounts of text within any record 

£39* 
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oftWood 

..Naturally Better 




SoflWood Products Europe Limited. (Department amf K Sew Street. Alfrelon, Derbyshire. 1)1:55 7BP E\X;<)1 773 831040 
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Nick Veitch 



AMIGA. 

M14 



We've had loads of letters asking 
us what the new AT monitors are 
like. So we asked Nick Veitch 
to take a look at one... 

n the first 10 years of the Amiga, 
Commodore proved themselves to 
be not quite excellent when it came 
to the manufacture of peripherals 
for their most famous computer. 
There were hard drives that were too slow, 
external floppy drives that were three 
times the size of anyone else's, printers 
that were barely adequate for anything 
more than draft copies, and so on. 

The only consistently good peripherals were 
the monitors (which could have been because 
they were mostly produced by other 
manufacturers such as Philips), from the 
1084S onwards. I bought a 1084 when they 
first came out. It has served me faithfully all 
these years, and the great thing is, it has a 
composite input too. 

Even later Commodore branded monitors, 
like the 1 960 and the 1 940s, which were both 
good. There were some problems with users 
complaining of letterbox screens with thick black 
borders. To be honest, I never really saw the 




point. Most displays have a black border around 
them, usually because the curvature right at the 
edge of the screen badly distorts the picture. 

Letterboxing is not a problem you will have 
with the new Amiga Technologies M1 438S 
monitor. The image fits very snugly in the display 
area. A little too snugly on occasion. The actual 
phosphor region on the screen is radiused at 
the corners, which means your image does sit 
flush with the edges of the display. 

You can adjust the centering and vertical 
size of the display, but not vertical centering or 
horizontal size. You shouldn't have to in 
normal use, but beware if these functions are 
important to you. 

Vertical hold 

The display suffers when operating in low 
resolution modes. Black, unused space is clearly 
visible between consecutive lines of display. 
Whilst on a monitor such as the 1960, or even 
the 1 940, you could adjust the vertical size of 
the image to squash it together, this monitor will 
not allow you to squash the image enough to 
make a difference. 

Unfortunately, this monitor conforms to new 
EEC directives on emissions which means that 
no matter how much you fiddle with the 
brightness and contrast, it never looks really 
bright. Still, I suppose there's nothing that can 
be done about that - a really bright screen, or 
mutant children and chronic skin complaints, 
take your pick. The colours don't look quite as 
vibrant as either the 1 084 or the 1 942 though. 

Obviously, it is a pre-requisite to have some 
form of stereo sound output these days. The 
twin rearwards mounted speakers provide a few 
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watts of sound, enough for game music and 
sound effects. If you are really into generating 
your own sound though, run it through your hi-fi, 
because these speakers (much the same as any 
in-monitor speakers to be fair) distort terribly at 
higher volumes. 

Get connected 

The monitor connects to the back of your 
Amiga via the 23-pin connector. There is no 
need for an adaptor, which is both a good 
and a bad thing. Obviously it is more convenient 
not to have some great silver box sticking out of 
the back of your Amiga. But at least such 
adaptors exist - try getting ones that go the 
other way around. This means you will be unable 
to use this monitor with display cards such as 
the Retina, Picasso etc, or with any flicker fixers, 
even though with a horizontal scan rate of 
15-40KHz and 45-1 00Hz vertical, it could easily 
display these screens. 

It may seem like I am being a bit harsh. I'm 
not really. This is a good monitor. The picture 
quality is generally good. The connections are 
fine if a little limiting (I'm sure someone could 
make you a suitable lead if you really needed 
one). The unit itself is reasonably compact, 
sturdy, has a nice base, clear if slightly washed- 
out picture, and represents very reasonable 
value for money. ■ 



Amiga M1438S 



Price: £299 (RRP) 



Supplier: Silica 



Contact: 0181 309 1111 



Verdict: 75% 
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"This is a good 
monitor. The 

quality is 
generally good." 
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33MHz 
FPU 
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VERSION 5.11 NOW 
SHIPPING 
CALL ABOUT UPDATES 
FROM 5.0 AND 4. 



DIRECTORY 

OPUS 5 

Advanced File Management 
Software for all Amiga* 

Om mt past 6 runs, Pirfctory Oms has at com 

ISTAIUSHID AS THl MOST POPULAR DIRFCTORY UTILITY OA 101 

Amis*. Wm mi aim Opus S, the memo* cohtihufs. 
Smauir, fiis tip ahb mom tmcurr than fi/fr bfforf. Opus S 

HARHISSIS THl POmR OP OBJfCT ORIFHTATFD MULTITASKIHC BlSISf 

uiti it uip s i/o pi. Put simply. Opus S is how mt most 

POWIPFUL HARP DRIVE AID Fill MAHAOCMlfT UJILtir IVlPj 

^ Repes/gmep amp rewritten from grouhp up. 
Much faster more ifficieht amp many hew 
revolutionary features. 

► Mew Interface with more meaningful 
control amd useful power. amiga style 
Guide compuamt emsuris clearer 
commumicavom of information amp greater 

COMTROL 



► Unlimited sumser of four independent file display 

WINDOWS AMP SUTTON BANKS. BUTTONS CAN BE DEFINED 
FROM TEXT OR GRAPHICS. 

► Mm TIPIE CONFIGURATION EDITORS - WHICH CAM BE USED 
WHILST PERFORMING OTHER TASKS.' 

► Internal Multitasking allowing roo to perform 
multiple operations simultaneously. 

► AmigaGuipe Om-Uhe Help 

► apvancepfile type recognition system including os3.x 
datatype support 

► Extensive 'Drag Prop ' throughout the program 

► Advanced ARexx support 

► Cam even Replace £ Enhance Workbench! 
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Workbench 2+ 
& Hard Disk Required 



airuRN 

External 1Mb Floppy Prive 
for all Amiga* 

► Compatible with ALL Amigas 

► Riga Quality SORT Run 

► Robust Metal Cam 

► Am-CUCK AS STANDARD 

► Emabu/Pisabie Switch 

► Low Power Consumption 

► Thru Port for Extra Drives 

► 2 Year Warranty 





ENTERPRISE 

PeskTop Workstations 
for all Amigas 

Available w 3 sizes 

Single Workstation aa 

for AS00/600/ 1200 lRmW.99 

Rouble Workstation 
forASOO/600/1200 "}A 
Pius Extra Shu/ £wHf.99 

Wipe Workstation 
Wax am forASOO/600/1200 
mm Abmhmai Sipf Pfriphfrau: *%M 
I Hart/ Disk or Fioppy Prw/I £04.99 




2 Year Warranty 



Tornado & X-Link 

High Speed BT Approved 
Modems for all Amigas 




► 
► 
► 
► 
► 
► 



Both Atooem HAve rue 
rouowme Specif -/cation 

14.4k on 28.8k Steeps 

v34 f2t.SK/. *3*vs. Og, rtJ. r22 v»3m tit 

Cable £ Softwam Si/ppufo 

IM-Comm for AmmAl 

Automatic Fallback £ Fopkakp 
for Optimum live Performakce 
CP Fax Software Opt/or 

Sup as? Ricrm wit from war Amiga 

BABT/BT Approver 

IcatuY Rtovnm for bsi or a BT im 

MRP 2-5 £ v42, v42sis 

Sync £ Asrxc Operation 
Croup 1-3 Fax to 14.4k 
Four Hayes Compatible 
UP Front Panel Display 
2 Year bTaprakty 



lYEAR 




FREE 

UKBiUVW 



Modem 
Only 



TORNADO 14.4k 



£99.99 
X-UNK 14.4k £129.99 



TORNADO 28.8k £199.99 
X-UNK28.8K £229.99 



Modem 
+ GP Fax 

£139.99 
£169.99 

£239.99 
£26999 



560dpi 

3 BUTTON 

MICE & MATS 

for all Amigas t Atari STs 



BEIGE £ 



BLACK £ 



12 
14 

£2. 



.99 



.99 



MOUSE HAT 14.99 
£l 




► Uitra Smooth S60ph ► Micro Smutched Bottoms 

► Amiga/Atari STSmhtcmabie ► 2YearIVarrmhty 

► All 3 Bottoms cam u used om mamt programs sock a Opus 5 



Easy ledgers 2 

Interacted Accounting Software 
for all Aminos 

A new generation of Professional Accounting software for the Amiga. 
Easy ledger 2 has several key areas as follows. 





er- General ledger with optional account numbers. Post receipts, 
payments and journal entries. Reports include journals, audit trail, trial 
balance £ account histories. Cashboo/t, Profit £ loss Statement, Balance 
Sheet & Company Performance Patios. Password to maintain privacy. 

Sales - Use open item or balance fotward methods. Invoice printing with 
automatic pricing. VAT calculation, discounts £ totalling, manual overrides. 
Cater hand-written invoices, credits, receipts £ journal adjustments. Produces 
statements, address labels, sales analysis, aged balance lists, etc. Fully 
integrated with ledger £ Inventory. 

Purchase - Use open item balance forward accounting methods. Inter 
supplier invoices, credits, pay meats & journal adjustments. Produces 
remittances, address labels, aged balance lists, transaction histories, etc. 
Fully integrated with ledger £ Inventory. 

Inventory • Stock Control £ Price Book. Handles three price scales with auto 
price changing. Cntrg ofstocktake results £ goods in/out movements, fall 
integration with other books. Keports include price lists, re-ordering report, 
sales £ valuation, movement history, etc. 



r- For Estimating £ Ouotation. Suites a wide range of invoicing 
needs for service industries. Invoice the charges on a job card'. Allows 32 
staff at different charging rates. Transfers goods directly ftom Inventory £ 
tally integrated with Creditor and ledger. 



FOR A LIMITED PERIOD YOU CAN BUY EASY LEDGERS 2 

AT THIS NEW LOW PRICE (was £199.99) 
ON A 28 DAY TRIAL PERIOD - CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 
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2Mb RAM & 
Hard Disk Required 




For au you FOOTBALL FANS, 

THIS IS THf IDEAL MOUSE FOR YOU! 

► HtSK ReSOLOTIOM 400pm 

► Micro Smutched Bottoms 

► 2 YtAR Warranty 



SOCCER 

MOUSE 

for all Amigas 



image fx 2j 

The Complete I mm Processing Solution 
for all Aminos 

Mo otter image processipg package on the Amiga 
aires mom tmwlHlHg gen mm! from precise coIomt 

correetfoe tools to faulasfic special effects tint 
boggle tie mladt MfHetker mop ore a prfpf artist or a 
rtdeo magician, I mage FX is simply the fastest, the 
Most, and ffte most complete /mom* proctsslMg solution _ 
go* mill find op the Amiga. 
System Perf ormance 
The easiest to use and most powerful la f erf ace, 
thumbnail Image loader lets you see pour image 
before ioadlpglt, bplltla Virtual Memory allows work 
op Images pearl g any site, ppflmltsd mpfff-level frme 

UMVO. thumbnail Image prarievriag shows effect 
before mslpg ft, multiple image buffers and brushes, 
precise regfee controls cap restrict work to just part 
of at Image, ppefpaffed Area tepport for macros am/ 
programming, user definable macro keys and moms, 
be iff Ik Macro/ Area script recording, two powerful 
batch processing systems IMP and AttoFX £ rises! 
thumbnail Image cataloguing system. 
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r.99 



2Mb RAM & 
Hard Disk Required 



<ZP FAX 

Ftu Softwart Solution 
for all Amgra mM • Muhm 

Semp £ Receive Faxes from your 
Amiga ha your Modem You cam ekp 
primt from yoo favourite appucattom 
to yoor Fax PeoweI Amiga Compotimg 
-9/10 
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.99 



Fax Compatible 
Modem Required 



Also Available 



10 Disks - 2S/2D. High Ouaiity with Coloured Labels £4.99 

SO Disks - 2S/2D. High Ouaiity hhth Coloured Labels £19.99 

ASOO SI 2k RAM Upgrade £19.99 

ASOO Pius Imb RAM Upgrade £29.99 

A600 Imb RAM Upgrade £29.99 



f REE 

UK PHIVW 




ORDER HOTLINE 

01322-272908 

BETWEEN 9AM AND 6PM, MONDAY TO FRIDAY, TO PAY BY CREDIT 
CARD. TO PAY BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER PLEASE RETURN 
THE ORDER FORM BELOW TO - 
WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS, PO BOX 490, DARTFORD, KENT, DAI 2UH 



Order Item 



Price 












1 tew 




[switch] 



I 



Name _ 
Address 



contact us on INTERNET 

SAIES@WIZARD-D.DEMON.CO.IJK 



Post Code 



Phope No. 



Prices include VAT & carriage to the UK mainland Please add £5 to your order for EC destinations and £10 for other 
countries. All products are is subject to availability. E&OE. Advertised prices & specification may change without notice 



I 



CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS. 
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Organiser 



John Kennedy 



Organiser 

□ | JohnKonnedy (Hot Key - control git o) 

Ig^l ^ _i I I aMSJ QJ 

January - Fobruary 199G 

Are you looking for a way of *=L 1 Brier '5 ftrthday Opps' Mo: 

* i-Tv S flememoer the c*d codger ikes Whisky Send 

, f J—lk r - ,ih ■ 3 00 PM I 

regaining some control over JEE. " <*^cn«^r^<i«^.in W ^.ti<ta 

/T\ I Ption 

/our ///e? John Kennedy may Qg£ g, 

have the answer. , I 

. Remember lo finish that tutorial and re vie* or else Sue 

i =i wlR be on the telephone endyoukrww what she's like I Dry Clean 

. . I when she's angry Pleki 

.. _. ., . . 1 ^ 7M I'M ("«fi-l fort! 

^^^■h aranthi I'tra nATi^on o notinila _____ i,i>.~iiu ~ ~_.n-^ <i%. r^inKui iir^i ~t ii» vifii I Mu*ir 




Are you looking for a way of 
regaining some control over 
your life? John Kennedy may 

have the answer. 

Recently, I've noticed a definite 
shift as software releases 
become a lot more "people 
orientated". Computers it 
seems, are at last making 
moves away from the hobbyist, games and 
business market into the home. "Lifestyle 
software" is where it's at, and as a result 
you can can expect to see more and more 
products like Digita's Organiser. 

Organiser 2 is a PIM - a Personal 
Information Manager. Basically, apart from the 
cooking and cleaning, it replaces your mother by 
telling you how you should be running your life. 
As you can see from the screenshots, Organiser 
is an electronic personal filing system and the 
simplest way to represent this is graphically: like 
a real, hold-in-your-hand organiser. 

Organise your life 

You can enter information into the Diary part by 
clicking on the day's blank space. You can then 
set alarms to remind you to buy birthday 
presents or something more unlikely, such as 
finishing that review for Amiga Shopper on time. 
Other sections, which are all reached by clicking 
on the coloured tabs at the sides, include an 
Address Book, Calender and Task list. There is 
even a Supplements section which can be 
loaded with interesting snippets of information. 
Many example Supplements are provided for 
you: varying from the useful list of telephone 
codes to rather twee Household Hints which I 
will certainly be re-writing in Viz style as soon as 
I finish this review. 

The original version of Organiser was 
reviewed back in the halcyon days of AS55, 
where it scored 90 per cent simply because it 
was a great piece of software. Version 2 is not 
staggeringly different from version 1 . There have 
been a few minor improvements made to the 
display, and some settings and options are 
easier to reach. The Name and Address field 
has been enlarged, and some general speed 
improvements have been made. 

The more important addition is the ability to 
create links between items: for example, between 
an entry in the Diary section and a Name in the 
Address book. Click on the little paperclip icon 
and you can whizz to the related item. 

It's plain to see that time and effort have 
been lavished on Organiser. It may appear a 
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| Tuesday 2i November 1995 j 1 1 PM 



foinuary 1998 



Opps i Mosed Oeadleie 

Send Sue some flowers... 
3 OO PM Dentist 

Don't wont to Cant make me 
> 5:40 PM Chinese Takeaway 

Phone m the order this lime. And get Prawn Crackers 



Amga Shopper 

Remember to finish that tutorial and review or else Sue 
win be on the telephone and you know what she's like 
when she's angry 
7:00 PM BdoNet 

Schedule a meeting with the FkJoNet boys at the local 
boozer. 



>ed U« 



Soturi 



«tOfl LUTK1 Sr 

J? (ISiWt 

Dry Cleaners 

Pick up underwear from dry cleaners Remember to check 
lor the right stuff this time . 
Music 

Get around to doing the final mix of "Music to Surf to" with 
Darren 



ftdneiday 

Ui iot-ate. fc>j»o«r 

Odt»0»»> 



i.dU»-ov— ed tii- WtaR/NhnntfMon 

the moon mission from Cope Kenna 



<;li*i« H 



> ■. r til, AiM-iion siitentiwtt «■.'-! ■< beni 



Wei I never 

Those Russians, eh? Wacky sense of humour 

2 00 PM Dinner 

Dtrmer at Fiona's parents today. Remember not to get 
drunk and Insult anyone agon (Whoops ) 



Shopping Day 

I need: Chocolate, soup, cat Stter, bread, (am. m*. fresh 
pasta, pesto, mushrooms, garlic bread.. 



Each day in the Diary can have as 
many entries as you require, and can 
now feature links to other items: note 
the paper clip icon. 



simple program - and let's fact it, it is - but 
everything has been polished and tweaked and 
fine-tuned until it's hard to find a single fault. (If 
pushed, I would suggest that it's a pity that you 
cannot enter text into the pages directly, but 
must use a requester instead. I'd also cough 
"ARexx?" under my breath). 

Easy peasy 

From the moment you load Organiser you won't 
have any problems trying to understand how to 
use it. All the options you need are at hand, and 
the large, colourful display is clear and easy to 
use. Amiga beginners won't get stuck because 
there's an extensive on-line help facility. Amiga 
experts too won't find the program limiting, and 
will still be able to find something to play with. 

It's the experts who will appreciate the 
facilities which the beginners will take for 
granted: the DigiSense user interface will make 
guesses at what time or day you mean, and can 
happily cope with input such as "tomorrow" or 
"yesterday". Type in a name or postcode and 
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The Supplements section gives a few moments 
of light relief, but the setting requester is more 
useful. Notice how the requester makes use of 
fonts and hotkeys. An example to us all. 
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the necessary letters will be converted to 
capitals automagically. 

If you are a fan of "On this day in history..." 
you'll be delighted to know that your Diary can 
keep you informed of historical anniversaries, 
celebrity birthdays, religious holy days and 
important astronomical dates. You can choose 
as many of these themes as you want: or none 
at all if you are more keen on making history 
than trying to relive it. The 96PlusPack of date 
and supplements can be bought separately for 
version 1 diehards. 

Although Organiser is likely to cost more 
than a real, leather-bound book it has several 
advantages. For a start, you are unlikely to leave 
it on a bus, and the alarm system means that 
you can't forget something important - assuming 
you happen to use your Amiga every day, like I 
do. In fact, I have to go as far as saying that for 
the first time in a few months I have found an 
essential addition to my Workbench. You will 
benefit most if you have a hard drive on your 
system, and more than 2Mb of RAM - Organiser 
then loads into the background at boot time and 
is ready to pop to the front when you need it. 

When you think about it, as the best home 
computer around, the Amiga is ideally suited for 
running personal software like this, and it's great 
to see a quality product. Let's hope there will be 
many more equally sophisticated - but more 
advanced - programs coming from Digita. ■ 



Organiser 2 



Price: £49.95 



Upgrade £14.99 
Digita customers save £1 0 




Supplier: Digita International 
Contact: 01395 270273 



Verdict: 91% 
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Scott Claymore 



Video g 




It may not look like much, but 
Scott Claymore is very 
impressed with KRP Video's 
new Edit Plug. 

There's no doubt that properly 
edited video footage can 
make the difference between 
enthralling an audience and 
boring it to tears. At its 
simplest, video editing consists of copying 
selected clips from one video tape (the 
source) to another video tape (the 
recorder). In this way, a sequence of video 
clips are assembled together and form a 
whole video presentation. Surprisingly 
enough, this form of editing is known as 
'assemble editing'. 

Assemble editing can be a real chore. It 
requires the selection of a video clip from raw 
footage, the cueing up of a source video player 
and a video recorder. If you are working 
manually, this is time consuming and can be 
discouraging. Moreover, it is a linear process. 
This means that even if one of the clips in a 
sequence is wrong, the whole process has to 
be gone through again from that point onward. 
A daunting prospect indeed. 

Plug in and go 

Step up KRP's Edit Plug to the rescue. If first 
impressions counted, the Edit Plug wouldn't get 
very far. It is a small, grey piece of plastic which 
looks like a parallel port diagnostic tool. 

But only a fool is taken in by looks alone. 
The first hint at the real power of the Edit Plug 
lies in its simple aluminium fascia. There are four 
sockets; two for controlling a video source 
player, one for a recorder, and a filled in one for 
General Purpose Interface (GPI) triggering of a 
compatible piece of video equipment - ^ 
usually a video mixer such as the 
Videonics MX1 . 

At its simplest, the Edit Plug 
enables the aspirational editor to 
assemble edit a video sequence 
using the minimum of equipment. 
That is, a source and a recorder. 

At its most powerful, it allows A/B 
roll editing with transitions between 
scenes such as dissolves, frame accuracy 
using Rewritable Consumer Time Code 
(RCTC); insert editing of new footage over 
old footage (the preferred method of editing 
by more experienced video editors); and audio 
dubbing of a new sound track on to existing 
video pictures. 
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Don't get too carried away though. This 
power is very much dependent on the video 
equipment that the editor has to hand. If the 
decks involved don't offer facilities for time 
code, insert editing or audio dubbing, then it 
can't be done. Simple as that. 

Furthermore, in order to make use of the 
Edit Plug at its most basic level, the source 
video player must have an edit terminal allowing 
it to be controlled externally by the Amiga. The 
two most common protocols are Sony's LANC 
and Panasonic's 5-pin RMC. Several video 
decks and camcorders adhere to these 
protocols. If you're unsure of this, give KRP a 
call. They are courteous and helpful. 

Learning curve 

The recorder can be just about any video deck 
on the market and it doesn't necessarily need to 
have an edit terminal. The Edit Plug can be 
made to learn the requisite infra red control 

signals of the deck. Once learned, control 
of all of its transport functions are in the 
hands of the editor. 

Configuring the software to the 
<JV' video equipment used is simple, bui 
not entirely straightforward. There is 
a pre-set list of compatible decks 
which, if owned, makes life easy. If 
not, a few more minutes of selecting a 
dummy, reconfiguring and renaming it for 
your deck has to be done. 

A second screen enables the editor to 
adjust the decks for all of their foibles including 
pre-roll and post roll, insert editing, and audio 
dubbing. This ensures the utmost accuracy from 
the equipment in use. 

With time code, it's possible to achieve 
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edits so accurate that lip syncing can be 
executed. Without time code - we used a 
Panasonic MS95B camcorder as the source 
and a Sanyo VHR-774 as the recorder - 
accuracy can be maintained to within a frame so 
long as the shuttling back and forth between 
clips on the source machine is kept to the 
minimum possible. A commendable performance 
and one made all the more wonderful 
considering the price of the unit. 

But perhaps the most powerful creative use 
of the Edit Plug is when combined with a 
genlock. By copying all of the raw footage from 
the original (master) tape - first routing it 
through a genlock with a time clock - to another 
tape, it is possible to 'burn in' a proprietary time 
code (based on the linear counter). This lets the 
editor watch this footage and note down the 
times where a clip begins and ends. These 
figures can be typed directly into the Edit 
Decision List (EDU and executed as 
appropriate. When the editor is satisfied that the 
correct footage has been selected, it's just a 
matter of going back to the master tape and 
executing the ready and waiting EDL. 

As a tool for furthering the ambitions of 
anyone in the video-related field, the Edit Plug is 
second to none as an entrance/intermediate 
level piece of equipment. It will grow with the 
editor and enhance and simplify the process of 
editing. At this price it can't be recommended 
enough. Go for it now. 



Edit Plug 



Price: £125 



Supplier: KRP Video Services 



Contact: 0141 762 2510 



Verdict: 90% 
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CD-ROMs 



David Taylor 



Personal Suite 



Unlike any other CD-ROM, Personal Suite is a collection offering 
full, latest versions of Amiga software for a fraction of the full price. 
David Taylor gushes praise. 



The CD world is undergoing a 
bit of a change at the 
moment. Thankfully. Having 
published every PD title 
several times, publishers are 
now trying to expand their CD releases by 
coming up with something new. Into the 
arena steps this CD from Cloanto. 

Personal Suite contains Personal 
Paint 6.4, which is one of the best 
paint packages around on the 
Amiga at the moment. So much 
so that it is included in the 
Amiga Magic bundle. It can do 
everything, well nearly. Stuff 
like colour reduction is a 
brilliant feature as is its ability 
to load all the necessary file 
formats quickly. It can play 
slideshows, animations and 
stereograms. The program is more 
or less a DPaint clone, offering most 
(but not all) of the options of that program 
plus a hell of a lot more of its own. Most users 
will find this is the only paint program they'll ever 
need, but professionals might find that it is 
better used as a secondary program in 
conjunction with an even higher-end program. 
As mid-range software, it's nifty. 

Second helping 

The second program on here is Personal 
SBase, a licensed version of SBase 4. This is a 
very powerful database which is a great addition 




to your serious software. It isn't the easiest 
program to use, which is why the inclusion of an 
AmigaGuide manual (as there is for every 
program here) is a relief. 

Personal Fonts Maker is a fully featured font 
creator and editor. You can do everything you've 
ever wanted to with a font from this program. 
There's even the second version with AGA 
extensions to allow you to create 
256-colour fonts. 

If there's a weak program 
on here, it is Personal Write. 
This is a reasonable stab at a 
word processing package, 
but most people who need a 
word processor will find 
others that suit them better. 
That said, it's not that bad, 
but I'm not sure that there is 
room in the Amiga market for yet 
another package - it's hard to see 
it getting the following it needs to 
allow it to develop. There are so many 
other excellent programs already out. 

In addition to the programs on here, there is 
a directory containing electronic books. Here 
you can find some useful ones, such as the 
excellent on-line DOS manual and also one for 
ARexx. There's also a set of electronic classics, 
from Alice In Wonderland to Tarzan On Mars 
(did I say "classics"?) and A Christmas Carol 
(ah, that's better). This is an unusual and 
eclectic set of texts and it's good to see 
CD-ROM space used for this purpose. 
There is also a massive selection of 
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Personal Paint 6.4 (left) is 
the best program on here, 
but there are other good 
ones, such as Personal 
Fonts Maker (below). 





Personal Paint can handle most screen and file 
formats - like this odd one from the CD itself. 

animations and pictures. There are, for example, 
all the Eric Schwarz (except three for copyright 
reasons) animations. These are not only 
supplied in the original formats, like Moviemaker, 
Cloanto have also grabbed the animations 
frame-by-frame and restructured them as 
standard anim files. This is amazing and must 
have been both painstaking and time 
consuming. One of the annoying things about 
these animations has been the format that stops 
you taking a frame from it or loading it into any 
package. Hats off to Cloanto I 

Is that all? Nope, there's also a selection of 
fonts licensed from Kara Computer Graphics. 
These are all nice, but best of all (my favourite 
anyway) is an animated font called Bullion. The 
letters rotate in to appear. It's very cool. 



Value for money 

For £50 RRP, you are getting Personal Paint, 
which has the same RRP on floppy by itself, as 
well as lots of images and animation to use in it. 
You also get the font maker and a database. The 
word processor rounds this off to be the full 
business bundle with every bit of office software 
you need, except a spreadsheet (pity). There's 
also one of Cloanto's own utilities, DirDiff, which 
can be useful for comparing directories when 
mastering software. This CD offers exceptional 
value for money. A stupendous buy. ■ 



Personal Suite 



Price: £49.95 
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S upplier: Emerald Creative Tech 
Contact: 0181 715 8866 



Verdict: 95% 



Issue 58 




Star buy 



ShopperReview 



David Taylor 



CD-ROMs 





David Taylor shuffles wildly 
through the stack of CD-ROMs 
on his desk to find the aces 
in the deck... 

ecause there are so many CDs 
about at the moment, we just 
don't have the room to feature 
them all in depth. So we've 
reviewed the best disc in full, 
and then mentioned a few of the rest. 

The AGA Experience 

NFA, the PD house that produces its own 
products, has teamed up with Sadeness PD to 
produce a CD dedicated to users with AGA 
machines. It is extraordinary that a three-year-old 
machine only now has an AGA-specific CD 
launched for it. Given that A1 200s are one of 
the easiest Amigas to attach a CD drive to, it's 
surprising that this large chunk of users has 
been left uncatered for. OK, most CDs can be 
used on AGA machines and usually contain stuff 
for them. However, this CD will be a big puller 
for AGA owners if it's any good. And it is. 

The CD is laid out sensibly and much of the 
stuff can be used directly from the CD (although 
you must click on the Set-Up icon to sort out 
assigns first. You can also set the palette and 
fonts up by clicking on an icon). The idea behind 
this is that with 600Mb on offer, it saves time 
when run directly from the CD. Some of the 
utilities and programs are quite old, but given 
that the idea was to create the best possible 




LightROM 3 has the 
best of the first two, 
together with even 
more 3D stuff. 




check 



out 
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The AGA Experience has lots of utilities 0 
and pictures designed specifically for AGA j 
Amigas, so A500 owners need not apply. | 



CD for AGA owners, it's better than sticking any 
rubbish on there, just because it's new. There's 
plenty to keep you occupied. In addition to the 
utilities, there's a selection of pictures (which 
are few, but nice), modules (ditto), demos 
(loads), 3D objects (surprise) and games. Er, 
shouldn't mention those, should I? (Well, there 
are quite a few and they're good.) 

Although much of the stuff is set to run 
directly from the disc, there are hundreds of self- 
extractinf DMS files to go to floppy. These 
contain yet more demos and animations. This 
makes the amount of data on this disc almost as 
extensive as on other archived CDs. With over 
600Mb, you can't complain that files aren't 
archived. It is a blessing. The other nice thing is 
that some of the data on here is NFA's own, 
which means that it isn't going to be duplicated 
on anyone else CDs. What can I say? I like it. 

AGA Experience 

Price: £1939 
Supplier; Sadeness PD 



Contact: 01263 722169 



Verdict: 90% 




Star buy 



CD release guide 

The release of CD-ROMs has seen another 
spurt recently and we just haven't the room to 
cover them all in depth. Here's a brief guide to 
some of those we haven't covered. 



World Info '95 is a virtual guide to the world. 
To use it, you need to have MUI and AMosaic 
running. It's a brilliant CD with a wealth of 
information on each country, including things like 
population, size and even telephone codes. 
Although the information is well presented using 
the HTML language (hence the need for 
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AMosaic), it would've been better if AMosaic 
had been included on the CD. As it is you need 
your own installed version before using it. Price: 
£34.99. Supplier: Active « 01325 352260. 

Euroscene 2 is the sequel to Almathera's 
successful collection of demos and intros from 
all across Europe. Although hundreds of demos 
are released, it's actually not that easy to find 
them because very few make it on to Aminet. 
Even PD Houses only stock a selection of those 
released. This CD brings you as many as you 
could hope for. They are all archived using 
standard archivers, such as LHA or DMS (most 
are DMS files, due to the non-DOS nature of 
demo disks), so you do get a hell of a lot. Price: 
£14.99. Supplier: Almathera » 0181 687 0040. 

LightROM 3 is a set of three CDs which offer 
all the files from the first two CDs as well as 
additional material. As you'll know the first two 
CDs have masses of objects and scenes for 
LightWave and Imagine users (there is stuff for 
Real 3D too). There's also 700 JPEG textures. 
The third CD contains over 1 ,000 digital 
elevation maps for VistaPro and World 
Construction Set. It might be less tempting to 
those with the other two CDs, but it is a must 
for 3D users without either. Price: £39.99. 
Supplier: Active w 01325 352260. 

The Fifth Dimension contains hundreds of 
Mb taken from the 1 7-Bit Software PD library. 
This is the fifth in the series and contains 
demos, utilities, graphics, games and music. 
Judging by 1 7-Bit's top-quality submissions to 
the PD section this month, this isn't a disc to be 
dismissed lightly. Because the files are DMS, 
you need to write to a floppy drive to retrieve the 
PD disks. The CD is Workbench 2+ only. Price: 
£19.99. Supplier: 17-Bit ■ 01924 366982. ■ 
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Graphics 



Amiga Hardware 



Disk Drives 

A500 Internal Floppy Drive £35.95 

A600 & A 1 200 Internal Floppy Drive . . . £38.95 
2.5" 340Mb Internal IDE Hard drive for A 1 200 

and A600 £174.95 

2.5" 510Mb Internal IDE Hard drive for A 1 200 

and A600 £249.95 

2.5" IDE Cable £8.95 

All Hard Drives Come With Installation Software 

Ram Cards 

ASOOwith 0.5Mb £14.95 

A500+ with 1Mb £19.95 

A600with 1Mb £24.95 

A600with 1Mb & clock £32.95 

A 1 200 unpopulated £59.95 

A 1 200 with 2Mb £129.95 

A 1 200 with 4Mb £179.95 

I IOVV WITH FREE 
CHAOS E\ IGll IE 
... CD 




A 1 200 with 8Mb £299.95 

Video 

Squirrel SCSI interface £59.95 

Pro Grab 24RT+ SVHS £125.95 

Rendale 8802 Genlock. £159.95 

Rendale 9402 SVHS £279.95 

Vidi Amiga I2AGA £64.95 

Vidi 24 RT £144.95 

Vidi 24 Pro RT £209.95 

Modems 

X-Link 14.4k Fax & Data Modem £129.95 

X-Link 28.8k Fax & Data Modem £232.95 

X-Link 14.4k Modem with GP Fax £169.95 

X-Link 28.8k Modem with GP Fax £272.95 

All Modems Are BT Approved 

Other 

Tabby Graphics Tablet £57.95 

Quad Speed CD Rom Drives at a 
new lower price ! 

Our high quality, high spec, external multi 
session SCSI drives come with audio in and out 
ports, Squirrel SCSI interface, software and 
CD32 emulation, and a 1 2 months warranty. 
Quad Speed CD Drive £269.95 



CJE> ROMS 



Home & Office 



Amiga Tool Set CD £39.95 

Amiga Tools 2 CD £29.95 

Arcade Classics CD £9.95 

Aminet 1-4 4 CD pack £24.95 

Aminet7CDNew £14.95 

Aminet 6 CD £14.95 

Da Capo CD £27.95 

Desktop Video CD £13.95 

Essential Utilities vol I CD £8.95 

Fresh Fonts I CD £19.95 

Fresh Fonts 2 CD £19.95 

Frozen Fish CD £29,95 

Gateway vol I CD £9.95 

Giga Graphics CD 4 pack £38.95 

Goldfish I CD £29.95 

Goldfish 2 CD £29.95 

Grolier Encyclopedia CD £28.95 

WP & DTP 

Final Writer 4 New Version £69.95 

Final Copy 2 £47.95 

Mini Office £37.95 

Pen Pal £29.00 

Wordworth 3.ISE £44.95 

Wordworth 3.1 £79.95 

Databases 

Digita Datastore £45.95 

Digits Organiser £39.95 

Final Data £39.95 

GB Route Plus £31.95 

Mailshot Plus £35.95 

Music Librarian £22.95 

Powerbase £16.95 

Video Titling 

Big Mternatlve Scroller 2 £49.95 

Scala HTI00 £49.95 

Scala MM2I I £94.95 

Scala MM400 £249.95 

Scala Echo EE 1 00 £139.95 

Scala MM4O0+EEI00 Save £40 I £349.95 

Samplers 

Aura 12 bit Sampler £79.95 

Megalosound Sampler £23.95 

Technosound Turbo 2 Pro New £25.95 

Sequencers 

Bars&Pipes Pro v2.5 £199.95 

B&P Upgrade - v2 to v2.5 £79.95 

B&P Upgrade - coverdisk to v2.5 £149.95 

B&P Internal Sounds Kit £24.99 

B&P Peformance Tools Kit £29.99 

B&P Power Tools Kit £29.99 

Music X 2 £19.95 

PaichMeisier Patch Ubrarian £79.95 



GFX Sensation CD £18.95 

Light Rom I CD £42.95 

Light Rom 2 CD £4Z95 

Lightworks by Tobias Richter CD £29.95 

Meeting Pearls CD £9.95 

Makin' Music CD New £24.95 

Multimedia Toolkit CD £27.95 

Speccy Sensation 2 CD New £18.95 

Star Trek Multimedia CD £26.95 

Ten on Ten CD New £39.95 

World of Clipart Double CD £16.95 

CD32 Special Offers 

Chaos Engine CD £7.95 

Fire & Ice CD £9.95 

Sensible Soccer CD £9,95 

Gamers Delight CD £14.95 

IJJJJJP^^^HIHHHeVBBBBaB' 

Plants For All Seasons £22.95 

Twist 2 £89.95 

Spreadsheets 

Final Calc £95.95 

Turbocalc2 £49.95 

Finance 

Cashbook Combo £59.99 

Counting House £49.95 

Digita Home Office £39.95 

Money Matters £34.99 

Personal Finance Manager + £19.95 

System 3E £49.99 

Special Offer... 
Purchase Powerbase & Turbocalc II 
together for just £59.95 ! 



Desktop MTzssic & \Side 



SuperJAM! 1.1+ £59.95 

Hardware 

Pro Midi Interface £19.95 

SyncPro SMPTE Box £151.95 

Triple Play Plus 48 channel MIDI £159.95 

Little Gem Micro Mixer New £66.95 

Little 
Gem 
Micro 
Mixer ! This 2 
channel, stereo mixer 
' features independent Hi and Lo 
EQ, panning, and volume for each channel. 
Because Little Gem will greatly enhance all your 

sound input and output - samples, Mod files, 
even games - it's ideal for video and music, and 
it's only £66.95 ! 





Imagine 3 
Rolling Upgrade program 

Includes Imagine 3.1 to 4 ! 
You must have Imagine 3 to 
qualify. 
3.1 - 3.3 in stock now. 

£99.95 



Painting 



Brilliance 2 £45.95 

DPaint 5 £59.95 

Personal Paint 6.3 New Version £49.95 

Photogenics £49.95 

Pro Vector 3 New £174.95 



3D & Rendering 




.73 


Essence vol 1 + Forge 


£79 


95 



Essence vol 2 + Forge 

Imagine 3.0 

Makepath for Vista 

Pixel 3D Pro II 

Real 3D v3 

Real 3D 2.4 to 3 upgrade 



. £79.95 
. £99.95 
. . £9.95 
. £94.95 
. £319.95 
. £166.95 



Terraform for Vista £9.95 

Vista Pro 3.0 £27.95 

Vista Lite £24.95 

Image Processing 

Art Department Professional v2.5 £ 1 39.00 

DataChrome New £29.95 

Epson GT6500 Scanner Software £89.95 

Image FX 2 (AF 95% !!!) £189.95 

Morph Plus £89.95 

CAD 

X-CAD 2000 £2195 

X-CAD 2000 AEC New £49.95 

Includes Architectural Symbol Libraries 

X-CAD 3000 £119.95 

X-CAD 3000 AEC New £178.95 

Includes Architectural Symbol Libraries 

VRL Bundle Packs 
Vista Pro or Lite .Distant Suns, 
Makepath + Terraform now £54.95 
Vista Pro or Lite, Makepath + 
Terraform £35.95 



UTILITIES 




Emulators 

Ever wanted to run PC 
software on your Amiga 
IfJli Now you can with PC 

Task 3.1. Emulates a 286 

. » PC so you can even run 

Windows 3.1 ! A full 
featured PC Emulator for 
just £59.95. 

PC Task 3.1 £59.95 

PC Task 2 to 3.1 Upgrade £34.95 

PC Task PD to 3.1 Upgrade £44.95 

When upgrading PC Task, please enclose 
your original disks 

Software Development 

Dice C Compiler £98.95 

DevPac3 £51.95 

Gamesmith £84.95 

Hisoft BASIC 2 £54.95 

Hisoft Pascal £74.95 

Books 

A 1 200 Insider Guide £12.95 

A 1 200 Next Steps £12.95 

Amiga Basic - A Dabhand Guide £17.95 

Amiga Disks & Drives Insider Guide .... £ 1 2.95 

Amiga Total! Workbench New £19.95 

Amiga Total! Dos New £21.95 

Amiga Total! Assembler New £21.95 

Amiga Total! Beginners New £ 1 9.95 

Assembler Insider Guide £13.95 

Imagine Hints & Tips £7.95 

Mastering Amiga Programming Secrets . . £19.95 

Mastering Amiga Arexx £ 1 7.95 

Mastering Amiga Printers £ 1 7.95 

ADI GCSE Maths. £19.99 

ADI GCSE English £19.99 

ADI GCSE French £19.99 

ADI Junior Reading £15.99 

ADI Junior Counting £15.99 



Bootes «Sr V/DEOS 



Intos £25.95 

Disk Utilities 

AmiBack £29.95 

AmiFileSafe User £28.95 

AmiFileSafe Pro £68.95 

CD Write New £4195 

DirWork 2 £29.95 

Directory Opus 5 £49.95 

Disk Expander £29.95 

Glgamem £47.95 

Infonexus 2(lnfonexus + Datanexus) New£28,95 

Video Back-up System Phono , . £54.95 

Video Back-up System Scart £57.95 

XCopy Pro £19.95 

Communications 

GP Fax £44.95 

Termite £31.95 

Miscellaneous 

Maxxon Magic £23.95 

Studio II Print Manager New £48.95 

Mastering Amiga Dos 3.0 Reference .... £ 1 9.95 

Mastering Amiga Dos 2 Vol2 £17.95 

Mastering Amiga Dos Scripts £19.95 

Secrets of Frontier Elite £8.95 

Secrets of Sim City 2000 £9.95 

UK Comms £19.95 

Workbench 3 A-Z Insider Guide £13.95 

Book & Video Packs 

AI200 Beginner's Pack £36.95 

Workbench 3 Booster Pack £36.95 

Videos 

Intro to the A 1 200 - Tutorial £14.95 

Intro to the A 1 200 - A Deeper Look ... £ 1 4.95 



JEO UCA TION 



Merlin's Maths £16.99 

Paint and Create £16.99 

Spelling Fair £16.99 

Noddy's Playtime £16.99 

Noddy's Big Adventure £ 1 6.99 



How To Order 



when wc despatch the order , not before. 
Cheque : Please make cheques payable to Emerald 
Creative Technology Ltd. 

All prions includos VAT but not carriage. We reserve the right to 
chang* prices - you will be informed of any change when you order. 
Faulty Roods will be replaced or repaired If returned within JO days 
of purchase. We will refund If we can't repair the goodi It is the 
responsibility of the customer to check for compatibility of a 
particular product with existing oquipment before buyirig.EJSOE 



When ordering, please don't forget to include the 
carriage charges ! Charges within the UK are £3.50 
for first class post (which usually arrives the next 
day). Orders over £ 1 00 are sent by registered post at 
a cost of £4.50. Next-day courier service, within the 
UK mainland and subject to availability, is £6.00. AH 
hardware is sent by N ext Day Courier . Please ask for 
overseas pricing, and pricing for islands & Scottish 
Highlands. You can pay by : 

Credit Card : Visa, Mastercard. Access, Delta. 
Switch and American Express. We only bill your card 

Now open Saturday 10am to 4pm & Sunday from 12pm to 4pm 
Emerald Creative Technology Ltd 
Rapid House, 54 Wandle Bank 
London SW19 1DW 
Tel : 0181-715 8866 Fax : 0181-715 8877 
eMail : EmeraldCT@eWorld.com 

Call Our Sales Hotline On 
0 1 8 1 -7 1 5 8866 



Matt hvans 


Tangent Music Design 

, 




Shopperlnterview 



The 



music makers 



With the Amiga back on the shelves and a resurgence in its creative possibilities, Maff Evans finds 
out about ex-Commodore UK MD David Pleasance's support of the Amiga's capabilities. 



Tangent Music 
Design is a 
company with a 
mission. It is also 
headed by former 
Commodore UK top man 
David Pleasance. Based in a 
purpose-built studio, David 
and partners Richard Knox and 
Ed Fermor are working on a 
top-quality album of Amiga- 
based music to turn people's 
heads from the usual PC and 
Mac sequencing route. Amiga 
Shopper found the trio hard at 
work and managed to get 
them to talk to us... 

What is the project that you're 
actually working on? 
David Pleasance: We decided 
thai another computer had wrongly 
claimed the de facto for music. We 
know that the Amiga's a better 
product, so we decided that we'd 
prove that we can produce quality 
music using the Amiga, We 
decided to call the album 
Everybody's Girlfriend because 
amiga is Spanish for girlfriend (to 
write songs about computers 
would be boring). 

What kind of material will be 
on the album? 
Richard Knox: There's some 
Crowded House-type stuff there, 
there's some rhythm and blues... 

DP: There's a blues track that 
sounds as though it was recorded 
in somebody's bathroom in 1910. 
We have a solo flamenco guitar 
track, we have a pop song... 

RK: In fact, the one thing that we 
decided not to put on the album 
was any techno or dance music, 
because we think that's catered 
for more than enough in terms of 
computers. It's not because we've 
got anything against that type of 
music, but we wanted to move 
away from it. 




Ed Fermor: We tried to aim at a 
really live feel and I think we've 
achieved that. Everything that's 
been written has been done on an 
Amiga running Bars & Pipes. Drum 
programming on Bars & Pipes is a 
doddle. I'm not sure we could 
have got that feel on anything else. 

How did the whole thing start? 

DP: I first met Ed at the World Of 
Amiga Show, where he was 
demonstrating Bars & Pipes on 
the Commodore stand. We 
decided that we'd invest in a 
studio and we've invested fairly 
heavily. We were doing things at 
home at the time - Richard and 
Ed were getting their heads 
around the equipment - but the 
landlord sold the house so 
everything had to go into storage 
until we moved in here. 

Why do you use Bars & Pipes 
in particular? 

RK: Well, I used to use KCS, but 
the editing was... All those 
numbers. Give me dots every time. 

EF: That's what's good with Bars 
& Pipes - you've got the choice. 
You can have your score up and a 
hybrid of the score. There are 
about a million ways of doing 
everything you want to do on it. 
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Above: Richard and Ed from 
Tangent Music Design and their 
studio set up. 
Below: Ex-Commodore UK 
managing director, David 
Pleasance, as if you didn't know! 



"Tangent 
Music Design 
is a company 
with a 
mission." 
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Is your Amiga used for 
anything else? 

DP: We've got a Sunrize card for 
hard disk recording. 

RK: There's a CD writer 
downstairs and the Amiga will be 
used for that. 

EF: We'll spit everything down 
into the Sunrize, cut and splice it 
where we want, spit it back out on 
to gold disc and that'll go off to be 
glass mastered. We haven't got to 
that stage yet, so we can't see 
what the pitfalls are going to be, 
but I'm sure whatever they are 
we'll get round them. 

What the next step from the 
album? 

DP: There are two sub-headings 
on our agenda that are secondary 
to the initial mail-order marketing 
of the CD. First, this album will be 
used to launch Richard and Ed's 
career as a live band under the 
name Passion. Second, the album 
itself. We believe that the album is 
so diverse that it will appeal 
beyond the Amiga market, and 
obviously then we'll look to market 
the album through normal 
distribution channels. 

Obviously, we're actively 
pursuing the software developers 
who are producing games 
because they all need music. 
They've been pretty responsive so 
far, so we're pretty confident that 
we can, on a regular basis, 
develop bespoke music for any 
occasion. We're also in close 
association with some people 
producing 3D graphics and 
rendering animation, so between 
us we can tackle any task. 

Everybody's Girlfriend is only 
available direct from Tangent 
Music Design. It costs £1 1 .99 
(CD, plus P&P) or £10.99 
(cassette plus P&P). To order, call 
■ 0181 573 5614. ■ 
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ShopperAnswers 



Q&A 



David Taylor 




P. Mallard used Imagine and his A1 200 to create this image of his bedroom "as he would like it to be", apparentlyl Remember, 
even if your picture doesn't win here, you may still see yourself in lights because we try and use your efforts elsewhere in 
Amiga Shopper. If you want to win £25, send your picture as a JPEG to: 

David Taylor, Amiga Shopper, Future Publishing, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 



^2% 



After months of 
top quality entries 
for our picture 
competition, we 
are getting fewer 
submissions. 
So, we want to know whether 
you'd like to see a different prize 
or even a different competition. 
If you want to keep this 
competition running, then 
please submit some of your 
efforts. Anyway, on with the 
Amiga Answers section where 
our experts have come together 
to solve a wide range of 
problems from beginners and 
experts alike. Here goes... 

SO Amiga answers 



Paul Overaa is our 
Operating Systems 
programming expert. He 
has written several 
books, including: 
Mastering Amiga 
Assembler, Mastering 
Amiga ARexx and 
Mastering Amiga C. 
His main interest is in program design and 
he is heavily into the music side of the 
Amiga. Paul's other interests include red 
wine, maths and wind-surfing! 




ft 



Gary Whiteley is our 
expert on video and 
graphics. He regularly 
produces work for 
films and TV. Gary has 
also written several 
books on his favourite 
subjects - amongst 
ihem is Amiga 
Desktop Video, published by Future 
Publishing (call «r 01225 82251 1 to order a 
copy). Gary also regularly reviews new 
products for Amiga Shopper. 
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John Kennedy is our 
hardware and music 
expert. John has 
written Supertests and 
features alike for Amiga 
Shopper in the past, 
including the CD-ROM 
Supertest in issue 49 
and our monitor 
Supertest in issue 55. He has used his 
multiple talents to put together the 
Operating Systems feature this month, 
which starts on page 22. 

Larry Hickmort is our 
DTP and word 
processing expert. He 
produces his own DTP 
magazine called Em and 
has written several 
books, including The 
Wordworth Companion 
for Digita and Future 
Publishing's books division. Larry has 
written the Business Supertest on page 28, 
as well as the PageStream review and the 
DTP tutorial this month. 
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David Taylor 



Q&A 



ShopperAnswers 




i 





Amiga Shopper's panel of 
experts have been busy 
agonising over your 
Amiga problems and 
they've come up with some 
carefully-considered solutions. Eat your 
heart out, Claire Raynor! 

CD or not CD 

I want to do a presentation CD tor 
a company showing their products 
and providing information for each 
product. I would like to use various 
programs on my Amiga 1 200 
which has an extra 4Mb RAM on a Blizzard card 
and a 209Mb hard drive. To do this I want to 
use MIDI music, graphics and 3D animation, 
and then use Scala to compile everything. When 
I have all the components ready, could I get the 
presentation recorded on to CD-R (writable 
CD-ROM)? Would it then be possible for a 
person using a CD-ROM on a PC to be able to 
just put it in and play, without any problems? 

The problem is getting the Scala 
presentation off my hard drive and on to a CD-R 
so that a PC can use it. 

Derek Heasley 
Artane, Dublin 



Answers contents 



If you're looking for a particular 
problem, this handy index will help you 
find the questions which concern you: 



CD-ROM presentation. 

Displaying graphics 

Scala problems 

Text Effects 

3D 



AirLink 



CrossDOS 

Creating Web pages . 
Monitors 



WMS2 problems _ 

Sick hardware 

RAD Mount Lists. 

HD errors 

Printer fonts 



.51 
.51 
.51 
.52 
_52 
-52 
-53 
_53 
_53 
.54 
.54 
_54 
_54 
55 
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I'm pretty sure that what you're trying to do is 
impossible, il only that Scala presentations 
require a player program to run them and this, 
of course, would not work on a PC. I suspect 
that you're going to have to prepare everything 
on a PC, using suitable PC software, to 
achieve your aims. Get in touch with Scala UK 
(f 01920 444294) before giving up hope 
entirely, because they may either be able to 
give you further advice, or put you in touch with 
someone more knowledgeable. Gary 

Heavy duty graphics 

My work involves using very large 8-bit images 
(2-6Mb) which are usually handled on PCs or 
UNIX machines. However, I have an A1200 for 
personal use with 2Mb of RAM and a hard drive. 
I would like to do my research on it, for which I 
need as high a resolution as possible. 

Can I get the A1 200 to display 800x600 
(Super72 high-res laced) without flicker? Is 
there a graphics board I can bolt on to get 
1,024x768 or 1,280x1,024 without getting a 
box? A box would make it less easy to carry 
around, which matters. 

Andrew Sawyer, 
Southhampton 

The A1200 has no way of adding an extra 
graphics card because it has no Zorro slots: 
and it's Zorro slots which all graphics cards 
use. If you aren't prepared to put the A1200 in 
a box, then there is simply nothing you can do. 
The graphics mode you mention is interlaced 
and so it will always flicker without extra 
hardware. Sorry! The A1200 Tower cases aren't 
exceptionally large because they are Midi PC 
Tower-style. Are you sure you can 't carry one of 
these about? John 

Wrong size for Scala? 

I have recently encountered a 
problem when using my Vidi-Amiga 
1 2RT in conjunction with Scala 
HT100. Newly grabbed images 
will no longer load into Scala as 
background images, though pictures I have 
previously grabbed load into Scala as normal. 
My work is done in ILBM format grabbed in 
24-bit and then remixed as 256-colour HAM or 
256 greyscale and all the images will load 
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successfully into DPaint IV (non-AGA), Brilliance 
and Personal Paint as well as MultiView. I have 
made no recent changes to my hardware (A1 200 
with 8Mb Fast RAM and 80Mb hard drive). 

This is where things get both interesting 
and mystifying. Whilst the grabbed images will 
no longer load directly into Scala, I have found 
that if I first load them into DPaint and then just 
save the image again (without any modifications 
at all), they will load into Scala with no problems 
whatsoever. On the other hand, images saved in 
a similar fashion from Brilliance or Personal 
Paint still will not load as backgrounds in Scala. 
It should be noted that Scala does not report 
any error message but refuses to offer anything 
except a blank screen, even though I can hear 
the hard drive being accessed. 

Other artwork created within any of my 
three paint programs will load as background 
pages into Scala, so the problem appears to be 
specifically between the Vidi 1 2RT and Scala. 

I have reinstalled Scala on my hard drive to 
no avail (the problem still hasn't gone away), so I 
guess that if the installation is correct then the 
problem is not within Scala. Likewise, the Vidi 
1 2RT software appears to be OK because all 
pictures load into my paint programs without 
fault. I can only conclude that something has 
happened within the system software or 
Operating System to prevent Scala recognising 
the data generated by the Vidi 1 2RT. 

I'm getting desperate for a solution since I 
use this setup to create multimedia 
presentations and, having spent three days 
trying to locate the cause of the problem, I am 
now in danger of not meeting my deadline with 
the current production. Incidentally, I don't think 
a virus is the problem because I always have a 
current copy of Virus Checker running in the 
background whenever I'm using my Amiga. 

Dave Lucas 
Beverley, N. Humberside 

/ sometimes have a similar problem to yours 
with Scala MM400, and I've also noticed that 
by saving the image from DPaint it will then 
load successfully into Scala. When I asked 
Scala tech support about this I was told it was 
something to do with the image size needing to 
be divisible by 1 6 (for example 320, 640, 480 
pixels). If (and I can't remember off-hand) the 
Vidi 12RT is saving images which do not fit this 
structure then this may be why Scala is unable 
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to load your grabbed pictures. For instance, if 
your grabbed image is 762x580 PAL overscan 
then 762 is not wholly divisible by 1 6, and 
hence the problem. 

So it seems that Scala is at fault here (for 
one reason or another) and that the solution 
would either be to try grabbing at resolutions 
divisible by 16 or to continue with the DPaint 
solution of saving the images and subsequently 
loading them back into Scala as backgrounds. 

If you need more information try calling 
Scala UK on * 01 920 444294. Gary 

Text effects 

In a recent issue of Amiga 
Shopper (56), there is an excellent 
feature on DTP by Larry Hickmott. 
In particular, on page 32, there is a 
screenshot of ProPage 4,1 . It 
shows a page with the text put into shapes. 

I have been a user of ProPage for several 
years and thought I knew this program rather 
well. This is one feature (text into shapes) I have 
never seen done with the program. 

Could you please tell me how you 
accomplished this? I have been a subscriber to 
your magazine for several years and it is without 
doubt my favourite Amiga magazine. 

John Strzykalski 
USA 

The effect you refer to, which was of text in the 
shape of a telephone receiver, was created for 
a step-by-step tutorial in a book called "Step- 
by-step With ProPage". There isn't a feature for 
'text in shape ' in ProPage, but it can be done 
using two halves of a ProDraw clip. 

The effect was created by first making a 
block of Hush justified text. This is so the shape 
is more pronounced. An outline of a phone 
receiver is then cut in two halves in ProDraw 
and then each of them imported into ProPage 
into separate boxes. 

Like most publishing programs, ProPage 
can push text away from an outline, but unlike 
some, you can choose whether you want it to 
be pushed to the left or the right. This lets you 
tell ProPage, on one of the outlines, to push the 
text to the left of the line and on the other, to 
push the text to the right. 

The end result is text in the shape of a 
phone. This effect can be used for many things 
like circles, cars, ships and millions of others. 
The only limit is your imagination and 
knowledge of Professional Page. Larry 




To create text in a shape, you need two 
halves of an object, each in its own box in 
Professional Page. 
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A block of text is also needed. Make the text 
flush justified so the edges give a clear outline 
of what the shape is. 





By using text runaround on each of the two 
halves of the phone, the text can be pushed into 
the shape required. 

Greetings from Poland 

1 . 1 have Imagine version 3.0 and I 
use the spline editor to make 
different logos and signs. The 
problem is that I don't know how 
to change the colour of a bevel. I 
have the same problem with LightWave 3.5. 

2. Can you tell me how to convert objects 
from LightWave and Imagine to Real 3D v2.47 
objects? 3. And how can I add samples and 
modules to animations? 

Rafak Stachowizc 
Swinoujscie, Poland 

1. Changing the colour of the bevels works 
differently for Imagine and LightWave. In 
Imagine the spline object is initially saved as 
one complete object, which means that any 
attributes you apply will apply equally to all the 
surfaces of the object. You need to save your 
spline object and then load it into the Detail 
Editor. Next you need to split your object(s) into 
the parts you wish to be coloured differently. 

Split the front, rear and side faces from the 
letter, for example, and then join them together 
as one object (assuming you want them all to 
have the same attributes, of course), and you'll 
be left with the bevels as another object. Set 
the attributes for the bevels and lace objects 
separately, group them together as one letter 
and you 're done. If you aren 't sure how to split 
an object you'll find details in Imagine's manual. 

As for doing the same with a LightWave 
object, first create your object in Modeller (use 
the Text macro for easier bevelled text), then 
use Display/Stats (or the W key) whilst the 
Polygon button is active. The object will 
currently have two surfaces, called (for 
example) A_Face and A_Side. Scroll to the 
A Face name and use the Plus button next to 
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the "with surface:" box to select the front and 
rear faces referred to as A_Face. 

Cut these two faces (you can use the X 
key) and then paste them (V key) into another 
layer for safe keeping. Go back to the original 
layer and select all the polygons which make 
up the bevels, then press Q to bring up the 
surfaces menu. Enter a new surface name, 
such as Bevels, and press Return. 

To check that you've made a new surface, 
and how many polygons it covers, press W 
again and check the list of names. You should 
find "Bevels" there. Next, go to the layer where 
the faces are, copy them and then paste them 
back on to the original object in the first layer. 
Save the whole object again, exit Modeller and 
load it into Layout. 

The reason for cutting away the faces in 
Modeller is they would otherwise be selected 
with the bevels and hence have the same 
surface attributes, which isn't what you desire. 

In Layout, select your bevelled object and 
use the Surfaces menu to set up each separate 
surface to the colour and textures you require. 

2. One way to do this is to first convert 
your objectls to Sculpt3D format using a 
program such as Interchange or Pixel3D. Then 
use Real's RealConvert option (found in the 
Real3D drawer) to convert this object to a 
Real3D format object 

Another way, though I can 't remember 
whether R3D v2.47 can accept DXF format 
objects, is to save your Imagine or LightWave 
objects as DXF files (or convert them with 
Interchange) and then load these objects into 
Real after converting them to RPL objects 
using the DXFtoRPL tool. I can't vouch that this 
will work though because I don't have a copy 
of v2.47 to verify the procedure since I've 
moved on to version 3 nowadays. 

Please note that polygonal objects such as 
those produced by LightWave and Imagine will 
not render as smoothly as native R3D CSG 
solids, since they will still have polygonal faces 
when imported into R3D. 

3. There are several ways you might do 
this, including using MainActor Professional or 
Scala MM400 software to load your animation 
and then tag your sound files to it. Gary 

An AirLink solution? 

Egil Myhr Johansen, an Amiga 
Shopper reader in Oslo, Norway 
has written to offer help to 
Anthony McAtear's AirLink/V-Lab 
problem (Amiga Answers AS53). 
Here's what he (apologies if you're not male, 
I'm not familiar with the name Egil) says: 

In V-Lab's menubar go to Windows/Movie 
(IFR) to open the interleaved frame recording 
window. Press the Rewind button and a 
requester pops up letting you load the script 
needed to control the AirLink via V-Lab. I keep 
my scripts in the VLab/Macros drawer. Your 
script will be executed after pressing Start in 
the IFR window. Example script: 

/* IFR_Rewind . rx */ 

ADDRESS AIR 'OUTPUT IR< PLAY >' 

ADDRESS AIR 'OUTPUT IR< REWIND >' 

ADDRESS AIR 'OUTPUT IR< STOP >' 
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77ms script will put the VCR in play, then rewind 
and finally bring it to a stop. 

Play, Rewind and Stop refer to the function 
buttons in AirLink and you must use the same 
names in your scripts as you have given to the 
buttons in AirLink. Place the script lines you 
need in the desired order, adding or deleting 
lines until you have the script you require. 

If you need a pause before executing the 
next line add @ and a number (1 for one 
second, 2 for two seconds, etc.) for the desired 
pause time, e.g.: 

ADDRESS AIR 'OUTPUT IR< PLAY @2 > 
ADDRESS AIR 'OUTPUT IR< REWIND > 

One final note - be sure to have started AirLink 
before starting your IFR recording. Gary 

CrossDOS troubles 

do not seem to be able to format 
disks to 720K (PC size) using 
CrossDOS. I first mount PC1 : 
(mount appears OK on the list 
using assign), and then run 
CrossDOS from the Workbench (at this point 
incidentally PC1 : does not appear in the 
CrossDOS scroller list). From the Shell I type: 
FORMAT DRIVE PCI: NAME PCDISK 
NOICONS 
But I get the message... 

Formac Failure: object is not of 
required type 
These sorts of operations work fine on my 
friend's A1200. What's going wrong on mine? 

T Collier 
Edinburgh, Scotland 

Your Shell format command is OK although you 
can of course do these sort of PC disk 
formatting operations directly from the 
Workbench. The fact that you do not see a 
PC1: entry in the CrossDOS scroller however 
is significant and clearly shows that CrossDOS 
is not recognising this device. Assuming that 
your mount list entry is OK (check this), about 
the only other thing that would cause an error 
like this would be that the mfm.device used by 
CrossDOS is missing from your DEVS: drawer. 
If this is indeed the case you will find that the 
problem can be solved by copying the 
mfm.device from your system disks to your 
Workbench partition's DEVS drawer. Paul 

Spinning a web 

I am creating a Web page on a Laptop PC with 
NetScape and HotDog. Currently I link my 
Amiga to the PC via the serial port. I want to 
use my Amiga to browse and create the pages. 

I have an Amiga 1 200 with Blizzard card 
(1 0Mb RAM total) and a hard drive. I want to set 
up XWndows and NetScape and a HTML 
editor, so I won't have to use the PC as much. I 
don't have anything like Ethernet or a modem. It 
must be free as I spend enough money on 
hardware. What do I need apart from the 
XWindows client amiwin.lha? 

I would like to know how to increase the 
speed of transfer between the Amiga and PC. 
The serial port is too slow. 
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In the pages of your sister 
magazine Amiga Format, 
Microtrade (* 01938 556623) 
are advertising a Philips 
HCS35 monitor. I am 
tempted to send for it as it seems to be 
reasonably priced. Could you let me 
know the specifications of the HCS35 
and tell me whether it would be suitable 
for use with my Amiga 1200 for DTP? 

P. Naylor 
Leeds 

Without having used one, I am hesitant 
in recommending any product. What I 
can say about these monitors, is that the 
one you are looking at is probably OK 
for DTP, but there are other choices. The 
company concerned tell me they do 
three types with the cheapest being the 
one you mention. It is better than a TV 



and yet slightly down-spec from a 1084- 
style monitor. 

It may be worth looking at one of the 
other models they do, like a Sony 
multisync, that will sync down to 15kHz. 
They do another single-scan monitor 
(which is what a 1084-style monitor is) 
that apparently give you a better picture 
than the Philips model thanks to the 
better quality Sony Trinitron tube. This 
costs about £20 more. 

It has to be said that the monitors 
are second user models and have been 
refurbished. As such, they are covered 
by a three-month warranty. They may not 
have all the bells and whistles that more 
expensive monitors do. The multisync 
for example does not have a tilt feature 
for adjusting it and like the 1438 style 
monitors, you do get black borders 
around the edges. Larry 



I also want to know how to make DMS files 
for making game demo disks. 

Michael Ault 

Do you want the good news or the bad news 
first? The bad news is that you really do need 
an Ethernet connection: and that's very difficult 
to find on an A 1200. You should, theoretically 
at least, be able to use a serial link to run 
XWindows over a SLIP-type connect, but I 
couldn't recommend it because it would be 
awesomely slow. If you want to go this way you 



will need to install Linux and XWindows on the 
laptop (which will be a fun exercise in itself) 
and take it from there. 

Perhaps a more useful route is to emulate 
another platform which can run NetScape: and 
the best is the Apple Mac. Using the 
Shareware program ShapeShilter you can run 
NetScape whilst using the Amiga to create 
HTML files in the background. The bad news is 
that you will need an image of the Mac ROM: 
which will cost money - unless you happen to 
own an Apple Mac. 



Protext is one of the few 
printers that lets you control 
the size and type of internal 
printer font used for your 
text on paper. 
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If you want more freedom so 
you can use thousands of 
typefaces, try a program like 
Wordworth 5 or Final Writer. 
They don't use a printer's 
internal fonts to the same 
extent as Protext can On 
Final Writer's case, not at 
all), but do let you create 
very effective documents. 
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These are the buttons the user can select from in WMS2. 



WMS2's button editor with the Update and Save gadgets. 



There are several programs around for the 
Amiga specifically for Web page construction: 
HTML Heaven and Hedley are the two most 
popular. It might be worth using these on the 
Amiga and saving finished pages to disk for 
testing on the PC. Using a floppy disk is also a 
lot faster than the serial port, as you probably 
know. However, look out for programs like 
TwinExpress which will make the Amiga/PC 
link up faster and easier to use. 

To create a DMS file, find a copy of the 
DMS program from somewhere - an old 
Coverdisk for example. Typing DMS by itself 
will list the necessary options. Unfortunately, 
the syntax is so confusing as to be ridiculous, 
so in summary you will need to do this: 

dms read ram: plop. dms from dfO: 

This will create a file in RAM disk called 
"plop.dms" by crunching all the files from the 
dfO: disk. John 



WMS2 blues 

I use the Workbench Management 
System 2 (WMS2) to keep the 
Workbench tidy and give access 
to my programs. It works well 
except for Superbase 2 and 
ProPage 4. When I try to load ProPage a 
requester appears saying "insufficient stack 
space try 1 0,000". Also, when I try to load 
Superbase I get the message "Can't do this - 
Insufficient stack space." WMS2 shows a stack 
of 4,000 for these programs but when I try to 
alter the value to 1 0,000 it reverts back to 
4,000. 1 have looked at the stack entries shown 
in the icon information for both programs and 
they both register values of 1 0,000. So why 
doesn't WMS2? Wordworth 3, ProCalc, 
MaxiPlan 4, Datastore and all my other programs 
start OK from it. Could you tell me what this 
stack value represents, and how I can get the 
WMS2 program to increase it? 

Rev. Henry Gordon 
Rhyl, Clwyd 

All conventional Amiga programs run as 
AmigaDOS Processes (actually an extension of 
something called an Exec Task). From your 
point of view the nitty gritty internal details of 
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what constitutes an AmigaDOS process are 
irrelevant, the bottom line is simply that they 
each require a certain amount of workspace in 
order to function properly and this space is 
known as the stack! 

The WMS2 facility that you are having 
problems with is the one that launches 
programs that have been associated with 
particular WMS2 buttons. I think the reason 
confusion has arisen is because the button 
editor has both a Save function and an Update 
function. Moreover, it appears that using Save 
on its own does not cause the program to re- 
write the stack value entry in the file holding the 
button configuration information. 

I think you'll find however that if you set 
your Superbase and ProPage stack values to 
10,000, and then click on the Update gadget 
before using Save to store your settings then 
any altered stack values will indeed take effect. 
From that point on Superbase and ProPage 
should then run as expected. Paul 

Boot failures 

My Amiga A600 was fitted with a 
Gasteiner hard drive a couple of 
months ago and, although the 
machine was not used by me 
before this, I have been told that it 
has always suffered regularly from software 
failures. Since my hard drive has been fitted 
software failures on initial boot-up have occurred 
- as many as four or five in the first 1 0 minutes 
or so. More worrying is that recently this 
situation has been getting worse. However, 
once these initial problems are over the machine 
behaves perfectly normally. 

David Morris 
Sheffield 

Basically, your machine is sick, there is clearly 
a hardware problem here and the only realistic 
solution is to take it to a dealer for repair! Paul 

RAD Mount Lists 

I have 8Mb of RAM including 2Mb 
of Chip memory but when I try to 
mount more than one RAD the 
second unit fails to load. My first 
RAD uses this sort of mount list: 
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Device 

Unit 

Flags 

Surfaces 

BlocksPerTrack 

Reserved 

Interleave 

LowCyl 

HighCyl 

Buffers 

BufMemType 



ramdrive.device 

0 

1 

2 

11 

2 

0 

0 

79 

5 

1 



For the second mountlist I am changing the 
filename and setting the unit number to 1 . Any 
ideas on what I am doing wrong? 

T Collier 
Edinburgh, Scotland 

Ves. it's easy. Your BufMemType entry is set 
to 1 and this is the system flag value for Chip 
memory. With each RAD device effectively 
asking for 880K of Chip memory it's not 
surprising that the second attempted RAD 
mounting fails. To fix this problem all you 
need do is set the BufMemType to 0 because 
then any available system public memory will 
be used! Paul 



Hard disk errors 

I have recently installed a lot of my 
floppy-based software on to my 
hard drive but after installing one 
particular program, BattleHawks 
1942, I started getting 'Vol Work: 
Has a checksum error on block xxxxxx' 
messages. I couldn't even delete the 
BattleHawks drawer. The rest of the hard drive 
worked perfectly, so I backed up all the 
retrievable files in order that I could reformat my 
dh1 : partition. Everything went fine until the 60- 
65 per cent mark, at which point the drive hung 
but with no error messages. I can however 
format 2x20-30Mb partitions leaving a 1 5-20Mb 
gap in the middle so presumably the drive 
mechanics are not at fault. 

Michael Harvey 
Southwold, Suffolk 
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Hardware 



From the sound of it the drive mechanism of 
your hard disk is fine but, since your high-level 
reformatting has not helped, the chances are 
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that the drive surface itself has developed a 
fault. Luckily, you have backups of all your 
programs so it might be worth using 
HDToolbox to perform a low-level format and 
then carry out a verify operation to identify any 
bad blocks present. 

Having done that you'll need to set up your 
partitions, perform a high-level format, i.e. a 
normal format operation on each partition, and 
then reinstall your Workbench and applications 
software from scratch. You 'II find these 
operations detailed in your hard drive manual 
but, if you are unsure about doing this yourself, 
you might prefer to contact the company that 
supplied your hard disk. Most will carry out this 
sort of work, and re-install your Workbench, for 
a quite reasonable charge! Paul 

Printer fonts 

1 am a 70-year-old who now uses a 
computer set-up in order to write 
readable letters to his friends. My 
set-up consists of an Amiga 600 
with a Star LC-100 printer and I 
use TransWrite, which does not allow me to 
import any fonts. This printer only gives me a 
selection of four different fonts (only two of 
which are suitable for letter writing), I had 
thought about changing it for one with a better 
selection of built-in fonts. 

In the July issue of Amiga Shopper, I read 
your article on printers and decided that the 
Canon BJC-4000 looked interesting, so I visited 
a local computer store to inspect it. The assistant 




gave me a specification sheet printed out on the 
machine in the store so that I could bring it 
home and read at my leisure. I noticed that there 
were eight built-in fonts and 20 TrueType fonts. 
It all looked very suitable for my needs. 

However, I don't have any money to throw 
away and so I decided to write to Canon to find 
out whether their printer would do what I 
wanted it to do. I pointed out to them that I use 
an Amiga and I wanted to select the built-in 
fonts for use with the Canon BJC-4000. 1 knew 
that I would not be able to use the TrueType 
fonts as they only work on a PC. 

Canon's reply was: "Further to your letter 
regarding the BJC-4000, unfortunately the driver 
does not allow access to the internal fonts. 
Whilst fonts can be changed via DIP switches 
on the printer, these will be overridden by the 
software commands received from your Amiga." 

If I can't use the built-in fonts or TrueType 
fonts, what use is the printer? I can't see how 
you can give it 88 per cent unless you have a 
program which will override the Amiga output. 

Ken Brown 
South Yorkshire 

There are actually two ways a printer can 
output text from an Amiga. One is using its own 
internal printer fonts and to do that you need a 
program that will let you do this. I am writing 
this answer in Protext 6.61 and a quick check 
of its printer drivers tells me there isn 't one for 
the BJC-4000. There are, however, many others 
lor Canon printers like the BJ-200, BJ-230 (A3 
model) and the BJC-600. These printer drivers 
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(with Protext) will let you mix fonts on your 
page that are internal to that printer. 

In my experience, Protext is one of the best 
programs for making use of a printer's internal 
fonts. If you have our Protext 4.3 Coverdisks 
(AS53/AS54), you might like to check them out 
because it too will have printer drivers for many 
older printers within your price range. It may 
even support your Star LC-100. 

The other way a printer can output text is 
graphically. In other words, instead of the Amiga 
sending a text file to the printer, the software 
you are using, Final Copy or Wordworth for 
example, would send an almost (the resolution 
maybe different) identical copy of the page you 
have on-screen to your printer a strip at a time. 

This takes longer to print of course, but lets 
you use the Amiga outline fonts that come with 
many of these modern word processors. This 
is one reason why word processors like 
Wordworth are popular because you can 
mix different outline fonts from the Amiga 
(not the printer) with pictures to create great- 
looking pages. 

Text-based word processors, which is what 
you using, are not so popular because you don't 
get the same flexibility in the way a page looks. 
The reason the BJC-4000 received such a 
good mark is because when using it from the 
most popular type of programs like Wordworth, 
Final Writer and ProPage, the output was very 
good. To be honest, with so few people using 
text-based word processors with printers like 
that, I don't put a lot of emphasis on the area 
you mention when giving out marks. Larry ■ 
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If you send in a question for the Amiga Answers experts, please fill 
in and include the form below (or a photocopy if you don't want to 
cut up your magazine). If you have several questions in different 
fields that should be addressed to more than one of our experts, 
please send in your queries on separate forms. 

Send your form and question to: Amiga Answers, Amiga 
Shopper, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 

Name: 



Agnus chip (if known) 

Extra drive #1 (3.5in/5.25in) as DF : Manufacturer . 
Extra drive #2 (3.5in/5.2Sin) as DF : Manufacturer 
Hard disk: Mb as DH 



Manufacturer 

Extra RAM fitted - type, size in Mb and manufacturer 



Address: 



Please indicate details of any other hardware which could help us 
to answer your question: 



Your machine: 
CI A500 
D A1200 
D A4000 

Approximate age of machine: 



Post code 



□ A500 Plus 
A1500 



A600 

D A2000 



D A1000 
D A3000 



Kickstart version (displayed at the "insert Workbench" prompt) 

□ l.2 Dl.3 EH2.X D3.X 
Workbench revision (written on the Workbench disk) 

□ l.2 Gl.3 □ 1.3.2 □ 2.04/2.05 

□ 2.1 D3.0 

PCB revision (if known). Do not take your machine apart just to 
look for this! 



Now, use this space to describe your problem, including as much 
relevant information as possible. Please continue on a separate 
sheet if necessary. 



Total memory fitted (see AVAIL in Shell for Workbench 1.3) 
Chip memory available (see AVAIL in Shell) 
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Get The Most Out 
Of Your Amiga 95 

New, for beginners and experts alike, this book will make sure 
that you literally "get the most" out of your Amiga, whatever you 
want to do with it. 



Understanding your Amiga 

Section A gives you the low down on how your Amiga works, including all the 
hardware and software. There's even a glossary covering all the terms that you are 
ever likely to come across. 

What your Amiga can do 

Section B helps you to explore in depth the myriad of possible uses for your 
Amiga, for example DTP, Comms, programming, Amiga games, music, graphics and 
multimedia. Again, there's a full glossary at the end of the section to ensure that 
you are familiar with all the technical terms. 

FREE disk 

The free disk includes carefully selected Public Domain and Shareware programs 
to make your Amiga faster and easier to use. 

Amiga Shopper subscribers SAVE £3 

As an Amiga Shopper subscriber you'll save £3 when you take advantage of this 
offer and buy this book for only £14.99. Just quote your Amiga Shopper subscriber 
number when you order. 



Order No 



Price 



FLB522X 



£17.99 




ARexx: Your Amiga's 
Built-in lurbocharger 



ARexx could well be your Amiga's single 
most important asset, because it is a 
powerful programming language in its 
own right. ARexx lets you create time- 
saving automated scripts for the 
increasing number of commercial 
programs that support it. In fact, ARexx 
is purpose-built for multi-tasking 
operations - just like your Amiga. 

ARexx: Your Amiga's Built-in 
Turbocharger includes practical help 
and advice for beginners and authoritative 
reference material for experienced users too. This brand 
new book from Future Publishing contains everything you need to know 
to get the most out of ARexx, including: 

• Running ARexx • BASIC programming • Function libraries 

• Debugging • ARexx 'ports' • Controlling programs 

• Automating tasks • Full ARexx reference. 



Wordworth 
I Companion 




This book is the 
comprehensive guide to the 
excellent Wordworth word 
processing package. The 
Wordworth Companion was 
written by Amiga Shopper's 
DTP and word processing 
expert, Larry Hickmott, with 
the full support of Digita 
International. 

The Wordworth 
Companion contains 
in-depth explanations 
on every aspect of the 
software and it also comes 
with a bonus disk which is packed 
with fonts and clipart. 



Order No 




Price 


£17.95 



Order No 


FLB0799 


Price 


£14.99 



CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 01225 82251 1 



Shopper Book Offers 



A 1200s, CD-ROMs, And The 
Things You Need To Know 

Add a CD-ROM drive to your A1200 and you'll be able to access the 
ever-expanding range of Amiga CD-based software and enjoy CD 32 , 
audio CD and CDTV compatibility. This new book tells you 

everything that you'll need to know 
about CD-ROM, how it works, the 
growing range of software that is 
available and future industry plans 
to exploit the full potential of this 
exciting new medium. 



tin**"* — 



Two FREE CD-ROMs! 
Included with this 100-page 
book are two FREE CD-ROMs 
packed with hundreds of 
megabytes of useful utilities 
along with demos of the latest 
games that utilise the full 
potential of CD-ROM. The book 
has a comprehensive glossary 
to help you unravel the 
mysteries of desktop video 
jargon and terminology. 



Price 



FLB5262 



£19.95 



Internet, Modems And The 
Whole Comms Thing 

This book from Future Publishing contains everything that you need 
to get on-line with your Amiga: 

• How to find your way around the Internet, CIX, CompuServe and 
other major networks. 

• Bulletin Boards: what are they, 
who runs them, what do they do 
and how are they run? 
You've got an Amiga and you've 
got a modem - but how do you 
make them talk to each other? 

• Make new contacts, obtain 
technical support, download 
software, join special interest 
groups and much more! 

SAVE £££s 

Over £160 to be saved on 
network registration, software, 
hardware and on-line services 
- for details see the vouchers 
inside the book! 




Amiga 
Desktop 

Vide© r 



Amiga Desktop Video 

The Amiga is the world's premier low-cost graphics 
workstation. But its power, built-in expandability 
and ever-widening range of quality software and 
add-ons mean it's capable of professional results. 
All you need is the know-how and this book: 

• Title your own videos • Record animations 

• Mix computer graphics and video 

• Manipulate images and much more. 



Priority Order Form 



SAVE £10 



Order No 
Was £19.95 



FLB084A 

Now £9.95 



Ultimate AMOS 

Explore the full potential of AMOS with easy-to- 
understand descriptions, diagrams and dozens 
of example AMOS routines. Produce your own 
Amiga games with a smattering of BASIC 
knowledge, AMOS - and this 400-page book! 

• Find out how to handle sprites and bobs 

• Incorporate sound and music in your games 
PLUS! There's a FREE disk with routines and 
programs and four skeleton stand-alone games. 



Order No 
Price 



The Pocket Workbench & 
AmigaDOS Reference 

Workbench and AmigaDOS can be confusing - unless 
you've got expert help on hand: 

• Understand Workbench menu options 

• Customise Workbench for your needs 
PLUS! For more advanced users there's a full 
AmigaDOS 2 & 3 command reference, listing all the 
commands and quoting function, syntax and examples. 




SAVE £5 



Order No 
Was £9.95 



FLB017A 

Now £4.95 



Title 



Inits 



Surname 



Your address 



Postcode 



Telephc 



Your signature . 



Order 


Description 


Qry 


Price 










































Total 





Amount enclosed £ 



(Make cheques payable to Future Publishing Ltd.) 



Method of payment (please tick one): VISA 

CHEQUE 



ACCESS 

POSTAL ORDER □ 



]□□□ □□[ 



]□ 



CARD NO LJLJLJLJ 
Expiry date: QOZD 

Overseas orders - please add £4 for delivery 

Tick if you do not wish to receive special offers from other companies □ 

Now send this form and your payment to: 

Future Book Orders, Future Publishing Ltd, FREEPOST (BS4900), 
Somerton, Somerset TA1 1 6BR. 

You will not need a stamp when you post this order and postage and packing 
are free. There are no extra costs. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. ASHP60 1 
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Turn your excess equipment into cash, or find a true bargain. Sell, buy, swap, exchange... no matter 
what your intentions are, these are the only pages that reach the truly devoted Amiga users. 



FOR SALE 

• A4000/040 CD-ROM, ProGrab 
24, 10Mb RAM, 360Mb hard drive, 
SCSI controller, Imagine 3, second 
drive. £1,800 ono. » 01274 667761. 

• DAT! Quality 1 6-bit soundcard 
tor Amiga 1500-A4000. Perfect internal 
SMPTE timecode. Will fit and set up. 
£960 ono. Photo-realistic prints, A4, 
£7.50, A3 £10. Phone Jeff, evenings 
"01303 243845. 

• A 1200, 420Mb HDD, Archos 
CD-ROM, speakers, Sony 14-inch 
SCART TV, matrix printer, MIDI 
interface, sound sampler, second floppy 
drive, large amount of boxed software. 
£595. » 01935 79963. 

• A4000/040, 10Mb, 1961 
multisync monitor, SAS/C, C program, 
Final Writer 3, plus utilities, games, 
books. £1,500. Phone Ted (daytime) 
» 01752 841014. 

• AMOS Pro for sale, £40. And 
many games including Syndicate, 
Cannon Fodder, Hired Guns, £10 each, 
and others (£5-£10 each). Most in 
original boxes, " 0171 722 7076. 

• Amiga 1200 Desktop Dynamite 
pack, 1 70Mb hard drive. Bargain at 
£350. Call Ron on Southampton 

" 01703 557313, after 6.30pm. 

• CD 32 , 1 6 games and Weird Science 
Network CD and cable for connection 
to Amiga 1 200. £130. All boxed in 
good condition. » 01 246 241 37 1 . 

• Zappo Smart Stor PCMCIA 
520Mb hard drive. WB 3.0 installed, 
suitable for A 1200. Sell for £250 or 
large internal IDE drive, 400Mb plus. 
Phone David on " 01 206 391 861 . 

• A4000/040, 1 20Mb HD, 4Mb 
RAM, £400. Philips CM8833II monitor, 
£70. " 01782 680655. 

• Oktagon SCSI2 controller with 
52Mb Quantum £1 00; AD Pro v2 £50, 
Future sound sampler £25. Phone Mike 
■ 01235 848412, after 7pm. 

• Citizen Swift 24-colour dot matrix 
printer in good condition. Citizen Print 
Manager, manuals, cable and semi- 
automatic sheet feeder. £1 00 or 
acceptable offer. " 0151 625 8477. 

• CD 32 FMV cartridge for sale; fully 
working with four FMV films. £140 
ono. Phone Phil on » 01 635 582406, 
after 6pm. 

• Amiga games for sale or swap. 
Sond SAE to: M. Pearson, 54 Fairmile 
Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 
3QB. All original games. 

• ZI-FI speakers for Amiga, hardly 



used. Price £20 including P4P. 

» 0973 505659 or « 01 21 602 0937. 

• 50 Amiga DS/DD disks for £13, 
inc PSP. Send cheque lo: M. Pearson, 
54 Fairmile Road, Halesowen, West 
Midlands B63 3QB. " 0973 505659. 

• G-Force 030 combo for 2000 
40MHz, 4Mb RAM, SCSI interface, 
hard drive cradle, software, manual, 
£400 ono. May accept part exchange. 
" 0973 505659, or " 01 21 602 0937. 

• Dice 3,01, three weeks old, disks 
and manual, £80. Tel: Dave 
(Manchester) " 0161 337 9601. 

• CD 32 boxed, good condition, 15 
games, £150. Action Replay HK3 
A500 £20. Video back-up system 
£20. Write: A. Bellamy, 62 Houfton 
Road, Bolsover, Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire S44 6SG. 

• Amiga video back-up V3.0, store 
1 50 disks to tape, or H/D back-up 
£25. P&P free. « 0161 790 0962. 

• Amiga B2000, WB2.04, 1Mb 
Chip RAM, 4Mb Fast RAM, £175. 
DCTV 24-bit digitiser and paint 
software, playback 24-bit anims in real 
time, £1 45. " 01 298 22862. 

• 500+, 2Mb, Commodore 10855 
monitor, PC8808 disc drive, LC20 Star 
printer, three boxes software, joysticks, 
mouse etc. £350. Aivochopper flight 
sim £60. South East Essex. 

ii 01375 642022. 

• A1200 plus 4Mb RAM, 85Mb 

HD, HiQ PowerStation including Sanyo 
CD £750. A1 200 basic £250. All 
boxed in excellent condition, " 01 677 
450564 any time. 

• PCMCIA 4Mb RAM card lor 
A600 or A1200. Packaged as new, 
with lifetime warranty. Only one 
year old £1 ,500. Phone Carl on 

" 0191 427 9411. 

• 40Mb hard drive, 2.5 inch for 
A1200/A600. Easy to fit, includes 
cable and software for formatting, etc. 
No bad blocks. £40. Tel: Tony on 
Coventry « 01 203 637343. 

• Amiga Shopper magazines, issues 
1 -54, including most disks £50. 
Complete Amiga C disks and manual 
£15. 150 disks from magazines: AUI, 
Amiga Format and Amiga Computing 
£30. n 01329 31 1437. 

• A4000/030, 6Mb RAM, 240Mb 
HD, 1942 monitor, Star LC24-200 
colour dot matrix printer, optical mouse, 
joystick, hundreds of disks, five years' 
collection, mint condition. £1,250 only. 
« 01252 879562. 

• A1200, 50MHz, 030 MMU, 6Mb 



RAM, 80Mb HD, plus 200 disks of 
other software, " 01782 714750 
evenings, ask for Richard, Room 1 29 
and say it is urgent. (Staffs area). 

• A4000 Warp Engine, 40MHz, 
18Mb RAM, 2.39 BHD, V-Lab 
Motion, CD-ROM, Microvitec 
multiscan, loads of software and CDs. 
All original in mint condition. £2,500 
ono. « 01604 22539, daytime. 

• A1200, 80HD, A1 230, 50MHz, 
68030, 8Mb RAM, FPU MMU, CBM 
1 940 monitor, Vidi Amiga 24, Pro, 
Real 3D, ImageFX, Brilliance, DPaint 
etc. All pristine condition. £1,200 ono. 
Call " 01785 665613. 

• Imagine 3, unused complete 
with manual. Bargain at £70. 
"01253 812141 (Blackpool). 

• Peripherals for Amigas. PCMCIA 
Zappo CD-ROM (with CDs), £140; 
Philips colour stereo monitor, £175; 
Citizen 240C colour printer, £125, 4Mb 
A1 200 expansion, £1 25; sound sampler 
£1 5. Ayrshire " 01 292 475278. 

• Amiga Action Replay II, £15; 
original games £3 to £8, including 
Monkey Island, Zool, F29; joysticks, £4 
each; second drive only £20. All must 
go. " 0171 888 6349, daytime. 

• Amiga Vision authoring software, 
£180 retail, only £50; Deluxe Paint III 
£8; Trans Write £8. All originals. 
Lots more for Amiga. Please call on 

" 0171 888 6349, daytime only. 

• A4000 animation system for sale. 
System is only two months old and 
comprises of the following: A4000 
(2Mb Chip RAM); Tower casing with 
seven full length zorro III slots; Warp 
Engine (2SMHz) accelerator; V-Lab 
motion; 1Gb SCSI II hard disk; £1,000 
worth of boxed software. Would 
normally cost £4,500; for quick sale will 
accept £2,300! Contact Craig after 
7pm on "0171 733 7815. 

• Amiga 500, 2Mb RAM, second 
disk drive, joystick, printer and some 
software (Kindwords version 2), 
£200 ono. Phone Paul on " 0181 771 
9423 (London). 

• Amiga 1200, 6Mb, 170HD, BSB, 
books, games, second drive, mouse, 
joystick, adult used only, four years ICL 
warranty, mint condition, £600. Boston, 
Lines 101 205 270340. 

• A4000/040, 14Mb RAM, 1Gb HD, 
1 942 monitor, printer, Lightwave v4, 
Vista Pro 3. Contact: CPL Moffat, 
BMH Rinteln, BFPO 31, Germany. 

« 05722 5953. 

• A4000/3.1, GVP 030/SCSI/8Mb, 



1.1Gb Rocgen + video pilot/v320 
monitor, £2,000 ono or swap 
A4000/T plus cash (or IV24, or SVHS 
VCR, or other hardware). All excellent, 
may split, serious software included. 
» 0121 783 5429. 

• Vidi Amiga Pro 24RT, boxed, still 
under guarantee, £150. Call Ryan on 
= 0171 515 5184. 

• Amiga 2000, 1 Mb, plus 20Mb 
HD, twin 3 1/2 inch disk with manuals, 
books, approximately 800 disks, 
1084 monitor, £350 ono. " 01752 
778810 (Plymouth). 

• CD 32 , excellent condition with 
games, £95. Vidi Amiga 1 2RT, barely 
used, with power supply, suit A1 200 
owner, £80. Buyer collects. 
"0191 258 7863. 

• CD-ROM: Zappo drive, leads and 
software, three games CDs. Unused. 
£1 25. Phone " 01322 287924. 

• Amiga 500 Plus with joysticks, 
games, all the bits in fine fettle, £1 20 
post free! Also breaking A500+. Phone 
for info - see ads in December issue! 
Adrian "01 964 543592. 

• Overdrive PCMCIA hard drive for 
Amiga 1 200, 170Mb, sell for £65 ono. 
Ian " 01 543 578633, after 5.30pm. 

• Amiga 1200 bare board RAM card 
accelerator with clock, £35 P&P free. 
Please contact: Mr. A. Mahmood, 14 
Curven Edge, Helmshore, Rossendale, 
Lancashire BB4 4LP. 

• CVP Impact Series II, SCSI hard 
disk controller and RAM card for Amiga 
2/3/4000. A bargain at £60 + P4P. 
Call Matt on " 01793 825751. 

• Deluxe Paint 5, £35; Quarterback 
v5, £25, Monkey Island, Microprose 
Golf, Detroit, Lemmings 2, only £10 
each. All original and boxed. Call Matt 
on "01 793 825751. 

• 180 original games/programs, 
e.g. Flight Sim 2, Dueteros, 
Rise/Dragon, Steel Sky. Send large 
SAE to: Gavin Rogers, 24 Northview, 
Swanley, Kent BR8 7BQ. (Selling my 
LightWave as well.) 

• A4000/040, 18Mb (2+16) RAM, 
250Mb hard disk, perfect condition, 
includes Amiga hardware and RKM 
literature. Also DevPac, SAS/C and 
other books and software. £1 ,500 the 
lot. " 01903 527019. 

• Overdrive external A1 200 

hard drive, 200Mb, good condition, 
software and power supply, boxed, 
£140 ono. Te!: Ray on Cheltenham 
"01242 261785. 

• A500+, Workbench 2.04, 
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external (loppy, £75. GVP 49Mb HD, 
£100, 4Mb SIMMS, £95 or £250 (or 
the lot, plus extras. Call Dave 
" 0191 454 2058 (Tyneside). 

• A4000/030, 6Mb RAM, 160Mb 
HD, second drive, sampler 1 20, mags 
and disks, loadsa games and software, 
full Blitz BASIC. All manuals, well loved 
computer - need cash. £950 ono. Call 
Kier on tr 01 302 885815. 

• Genlock professional, 
Scanlock VSL-A-P, composite and 
S-video connections; hardware (ade 
and key, excellent condition, supports 
all Amigas. £95 or swap, CD-ROM, 
memory, etc. Offers considered. 
Phone Vladimir " 0171 498 6582, 
evenings 6pm-9pm. 

• A40O0/040, 2+1 2Mb RAM, 1Gb 
HD, 1942 monitor, LightWave, ADPro, 
Vista Pro, printer, all boxed with 
manuals and instructions. Contact 
CPL Moffat, Q.M. Dept., BMH Rinteln, 
BFPO 31. « 0049 5722 5953. 

• A2000 Fusion 40 040, 5Mb 
RAM, 40Mb SCSI HD, WB 2.04, 
monitor and lots of software. £550 ono. 
■ 01903 241748. 

• Perfect printer! Citizen 1 20D+ 
9-pin printer, boxed, still on first ribbon, 
£75 inc. P&P, stands, cables, disk, 
manual, ribbons. Adrian Joice 
"01964 543592. 

• Free postage! Mini Office £1 8, 
Elite I and Bite II: Frontier, £17 both; 
FIFA International Soccer £1 1 . A1 200 
progs: Aladdin £10, PGA Euro Golf 
£10. Phone for others. Adrian 

" 01964 543592. 

• A1200 6Mb RAM, 33MHz FPU 
and clock. External drive over £500. 
Software including Sensi, Rise, SIM 
2000, two joysticks, mouse, hi-fi 
leads £300 ono. Phone Kev 

" 01652 633066, after 5.30pm. 



WANTED 

• AMOS Pro Compiler please! I 
need the latest version asap. Will pay 
well. Phone Conor, evenings " 01 232 
61 51 55, or write to: 1 3 Ardmore Park, 



Belfast BT10 0JJ, Northern Ireland. You 
could save my life! 

• A1291 SCSI interface (or GVP 

A1230 series II accelerator (tor Amiga 
1 200). Will pay reasonable price. 
Please phone " 01935 27996, or write 
to: Mr. Pratt, 28 Elmhurst Avenue, 
Yeovil, Somerset BA21 4PP. 

• Wanted: London-based DPaint, 
LightWave or equivalent artists (or 
games production. Also wanted: PC, 
C and C++ programmers. Call Raj 
" 0181 590 4572, or send disk or 
tape to: 687 High Road, Seven Kings, 
lltord, Essex IG3 8RQ. 

• AMOS contacts. Anyone 
welcome, from beginner to expert to 
swap codings. Write to: Will, 52 St 
Oswalds Road, Fulford, York Y01 4LZ. 

• Hard drive (or Amiga 500 Plus. 
« 01222 705121. 

• PD software sellers. We are 
interested in buying some software, 
including games, utilities and others. 
Please send us your complete list and 
details: Shiraz Technology Group, First 
Floor, 1 1 Ghafori Lane, N, Shiraz 
Street, Tehran 1 991 6, Iran. 

• Wanted: Side expansion for Amiga 
A500. Must have through port. Any 
make and size considered. Phone Dave 
" 01225 859120. 

• Wanted for A600, 2Mb or more 
RAM. Ring 9am-4pm, Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday. 
"01582 615507 (Luton). Ask for 
Charlie. Thanks to all answers for my 
g/daughter's A500 (December). 

• Amiga 1500/2000 internal 
200W power supply unit. Will pay 
reasonable price. Call Steve on 

" 01305 260375, evenings. 

PERSONAL 

• Commercial games programmer 
wanted. Call Ralph Lovesy on 
"01280 850450. 

• Own or use Blitz Basic? Write to 
me NOW for news on a possible Blitz 
User Group. M. Tillett, 27 Hillside Ave, 
Worlingham, Beccles, Suffolk NR34 



7AJ. Call "01502 714663, 6-7pm. 

• Musician looking for PD work. Write 
to: Russell Lewis, 44 Moreton Road 
North, Luton, Beds LU2 9DP (or an 
example o( my work. 

• Scanning service! Have your 
photos and other images scanned 
with an Epson GT-6500, 24-bit, (or 
perfect results. Images can be 
downloaded or sent by post, etc. 
Phone Jason "01507 568318 for 
more details. 

• Wanted. Talented computer 
artists for PD and official printing 
work. Must be committed. For more 
information, contact Nick at: Nickel PD, 
67 Bradshaw Street, Whelley, Wgan 
WN1 3U2. 

• Wanted. DPaint, LightWave and 3D 
artists. Also require PC programmer for 
3D development. We need PC 
musicians for games production. Call 
Raj on " 01 81 590 4572 or send 
demo tape or disk to: 687 High Road, 
Seven Kings, llford, Essex IG3 8RQ. 

fanzines/bbss 

• Power Plant BBS, CD-ROMs 
online fee downloads, loads of file 
areas, speed now at 33,600. Dial 

" 01 229 431 590 (or instant access. 

• Digital intensity, Amiga disk- 
magazine. Covers topics like: PD, 
commercial software, printers, Amiga 
hardware, etc. For more information 
send an SAE to: Simon Denvir, 40 Old 
Cavehill Road, Belfast BT1 5 5GT, 
Northern Ireland. 

• Mayhem (ex-Stiver) now open. 
5.5GD Amiga files on line. 7pm-6am, 
24 hours at weekends. New users to 
Comms welcome. All speeds up to 

1 4.4k running Xendlink, helpful SySop. 
" 01502 714663. 

• Impact BBS, contact Steven Yapp 
on " 01584 876365 on week days 
and 24 hours at weekends. 

• Draught Flow BBS, nine 
CD-ROMs on-line including latest 
Aminet, Goldfish, Goldfish 2, Hottest 4, 
Hottest 5, GIFs Galore, etc. 



Not ratios. Free downloads at 28,800 
and free Internet mail access on 
"01707 328484. 

• Speeds to 14,400 all Amiga 
files - Fidonet and Subspace mail. 
Contact Steven Yapp on 

" 01584 876365, 6pm week days 
and 24hrs weekends. 

• Professor X's BBS. 1 0pm to Sam 
"0171 603 1872 300 to 14,400bps. 
Over 650 newish files. Many mail areas, 
and on-line games. SySop Richard 
Hart. Instant access! 

• Amiga Buzz BBs " 01924 
491461,24-hours. V Everything. 
Amiga only. Kewl system CD online 
soon. Call now! 

• Parliament Of Rooks BBS. 

1 00 per cent Amiga, 1 00 per cent 
FREE. 24 hours, 1 .75Gb file space. 
Friendly and helpful SySop. Instant 
access "0181 783 0704. 

• No Limits BBS « 01293 413668. 
24-hours, 1.2Gb, great new BBS! 
Running Xenolink. Check out what a 

1 5-year-old can do. Dozens of 
networks, including Bamet. Pros and 
new users welcome. 

• Magic Mushrooms BBS, online 
24-hours, over 7Gb available. 

" 01 889 579854. Free access to 
CD-ROM, new users most welcome. 
Helpful SySop, all speeds up to 28.8K. 
The Midlands' finest BBS. 

• Big Hard One BBS. Amiga only, 
3.5Gb online. PCs not welcome. Call 
"01162 661610. Node 2 (remote) 
call " 01530 260160. Call 8 till 8 
every night. 

• Robins Revenge BBS. Luton 
based. Online from 1 0pm to midnight 
every day on " 01 582 423430. 

• Scorpio BBS. " 0181 657 4913. 
6pm-midnight. Over 50 Amiga CDs, 
many available immediately. Files direct 
from the Internet at no cost. 

• BBS. Enter the Z zone. The 
little board with big ideas. Seven 
CD-ROMs online, no ratios. 

" 01424 421403, 6pm weekdays 
and 24 hours weekends. Thousands 
of Amiga files. ■ 



Sell your used hardware and software in Amiga Shopper... for free! AS58 



The editor reserves the right to refuse or amend ads. We accept no responsibility for typographical errors or losses 
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Name: , 



Address: (Not for publication) . 
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_Post code 
Date 



Tick to show required heading 

EH For Sale Q Wanted [ I Personal ED Fanzines 

Return to: Reader Ads, Amiga Shopper, 
30 Monmouth Street, 
Bath, Avon BA1 2BW 

Unfortunately we cannot guarantee insertion in a particular issue. 
I have read and understood the conditions for the inclusion of my ad 
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The bright nebula silhouettes 
the ship, making it far easier to 'see.' 
The usefulness (and beauty) of nebulas 
on Babylon 5 have influenced recent 
sci-fi - even Star Trek's Voyager and the 
new season of Deep Space Nine have 
followed suit. 



back and this month he passes on-a fewsecrets about 
, how Foundatibn Imaging creates Babylon 5's individual style. 
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As soon as someone gets 
home with a 3D animation 
package, the first thing they 
do is make a space scene. 
Load up a Public Domain 
X-Wing Fighter, figure out how to get 
some stars in there, and - hey presto! Your 
first 3D epic in under a minute. Why is 
this? Probably because it's easy. Black 
background, a couple of white dots and a 
free object. In fact, I'm surprised someone 
didn't make Babylon 5 ages ago... 

Wait a second... If that's true, why do 99 
per cent of all the space demo reels we get at 
Foundation Imaging stink? Why do so many 
people keep asking us how we do our space 
scenes? Hmmm.... I'm starting to get the feeling 
that maybe it's not as easy as everyone thinks it 
is. It this is indeed the case, maybe I should 
insure my job security and keep all these secrets 
to myself. Don't you agree? No? Well, I suppose 
I could give away one or two... After all, you 
guys are in Europe! You're not going anywhere! 
Certainly not to Los Angeles to steal my job. 

Enough waffle! From here on in you'll be 
provided with nothing but cold, hard facts on 
how to make great-looking space scenes. 

Sky full of stars 

What seems like the simplest part of a good 
space scene actually isn't: making stars. Most ot 
the time, people load up one of Lightwave's 
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default starfield objects and leave it at that. 
This will go into the 'crap' category. While both 
starfield objects are certainly good places to 
start, they need a touch of help to look 
convincing. The Stars object has only one 
surface assigned to it, making for a very flat- 
looking night sky. Actual Stars is better, because 
it contains realistic star groupings and has 
several surfaces, allowing for multiple colours 
and varied densities. 

Babylon 5 space uses a total of four 
starfield objects (yes, four), comprised of two 
copies of Stars and Actual Stars (each rotated 
to avoid overlap). While this provides enough 
volume, it still doesn't look quite right; all the 
stars look too bright and much the same size. 
One way to remedy this would be to load the 
objects into Modeller and assign dozens of 
surface names, allowing you to give various 
groupings of stars different intensities (by 
darkening the colour or adding transparency). 
This, however, is technically known as a 'pain in 
the arse' so we have devised a much easier 
alternative: Fractal Noise. 

By simply adding this texture in the colour 
channel (make the noise colour black), a very 
soft, natural break-up of the stars occurs. Since 
the starfield objects are so large, the texture size 
needs to be adjusted accordingly (try it at 
around 1 00 on X, Y and Z - reducing the 
contrast a touch may also look good). 
Experiment with what you think looks best, and 
remember to save your objects if you make 
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changes to them! Otherwise, all your laborious 
surface setting will be for naught (and get in 
the habit of saving altered objects under a 
new name - you may want to go back to the 
original some day). 

Another surfacing hint is to remember to 
use the 'Save and Load Surfaces' option. After 
a few hits of cider, even the best animators 
often forget about this feature and laboriously 
alter dozens of surfaces by hand when all that 
was necessary was a few simple mouse clicks 
(don't fret - loading a surface only changes the 
attributes, not the surface name itself). 

Hollywood stars 

Now that your stars are looking more like the 
real things, there are a few tips to remember 
when animating them. First, never forget that 
each one of these stars is actually a tiny object 
known as a single point polygon. These objects 
are only a dot in size, although they differ from 
normal polygons in that no matter how close or 
far they get from the camera, they will always 
render the same size (the particle size option in 
the objects menu sets the basic size of the dot). 

This is how the LightWave starfield can be 
just a huge, hollow sphere - single point 
polygons will render quite clearly despite being 
a great distance from the camera. The absence 
of polys from the middle of the starfield is also 
generally desired - a filled sphere would make it 
look as if stars were passing in front of, or even 
through other objects in the scene. Just make 
sure that you don't create any objects larger 
than the starfield. If it's already too late, simply 
scale up the starfield objects - it won't affect 
how they render. 

The most important rendering option when 
animating with starfields is Particle Blur (under 
the Camera menu). When this is activated, the 
stars will realistically streak as the camera pans 
past them (without it, stars strobe as they move 
past - a very undesirable effect). Since Particle 
Blur (which adds almost no additional render 
time) works independently of Motion Blur (which 
adds months to render time), make a habit out 
of clicking it on whenever you render a scene 
containing particles (another name for single 
point polygons). [See Punch it Chewie!] The 
default value of a 50 per cent blur length will 
suffice in most cases. 



LightWavc 3D 4.X Bcla - Special foundation Imaging Edition 



Scene Objects Surfaces Images tights Camera hrtecls Record Opl 



Front Top Side 



Perspective 



Light 1 Camera 



Edit 



View 



Objects Bones 



l iqhls Camera 



Mouse 
re Rotate 



Move Pivot Pt 



JUL 



Nu mt>ric 
Million Graph 




Preview •] 



Selected Item 
Current Frame \~ 



Key Frame Previous 




nebula-nt.lwo 



Spline Controls 



Create Key )| Detote Ki.»y Parpnl I K Opls 





Direction 


H: 


36.70- 


P: 


1.90- 


B: 


-a 20- 



There are no roads or buildings or clouds or 
walls for light to get bounced off of. In most 
cases, light from the sun travels in a straight line 
and doesn't illuminate anything not directly in its 
path. This results in an absence of fill light, 
which creates very strong, black shadows. This 
means ships flying in space receive light only on 
their surfaces which face the sun - often a very 
limited area. If a craft's right side was turned 
towards the sun, it's left side would be almost 
completely black. The result? High contrast - 
very strong areas of illumination mixed with very 
black shadows. 

Depending on what angle a spaceship was 
photographed from, it might be completely 
obscured by shadow, resulting in a 
predominantly black spaceship. Of course, we 
all know that space itself is also mostly black, 
so the combination of a black spaceship 



Big, bad and blue 

Perhaps the most striking element in the 
Babylon 5 universe is the patented bright, blue 
nebula seen in many of the FX sequences. Not 
only is it pretty to look at, but it serves an 
important practical function that is essential to 
the style of the show. 

Here on Earth, sunlight is bounced off 
everything from the ground we walk on to 
the buildings we walk into; this results in plenty 
of fill light - light that fills in the shadows cast 
by the sun (keep an eye out and you'll notice 
you almost never see a completely black 
shadow). Even in a room containing a single 
light fixture, light bounces off the walls and 
other objects to find itself cast into almost every 
nook and cranny. 

In space, however, things are different. 



Punch it Chewie! 



This is what the Babylon 5 universe 
looks like within LightWave. Note that the 
nebula is a curved polygon and rests outside 
the starfield objects. For simplicity, the 
nebula and stars are attached to a single 
null object; this allows us to resize the 
galaxy with one move instead of altering 
each object individually. In some cases, we 
actually rotate the null and spin the galaxy 
behind an object to make it look as if a ship 
is travelling very fast. 



In 1977, an obscure 
American film called Star 
Wars popularised what 
became known as the 
Hyperspace Effect (I doubt 
anyone in Europe has seen 
it). This can easily be 
achieved with Lightwave with 
a minimum of effort. 

The Idea is to have a 
large number of particles 
pass the camera at high 
speed and let the Particle 
Blur feature create the 
famous streaks. This can't be 
done with the normal 
starfield object (regardless of 
how fast you move), since all 
the polygons are located on 
the edges of a hollow sphere. 

You'll need to make a 
solid block of particles by 
using the Modeller's Point 
Distribution macro. Create a 
1,000 -point block with a lot 
of extra length along the 2 
axis so you don't run out of 



stars as you travel down 
the centre. 

Load the starblock into 
layout and surface it as you 
would a normal starfield (the 
fractal noise trick works just 
as well with a solid 
starblock). Place the camera 
at the beginning of the block 
and render a frame. Wow! 
Look at all those stars! In 
fact, too many. Since the 
object is not hollow, you're 
seeing all the stars in this 
object simultaneously. This 
clearly goes into a previously 
mentioned category. 

To remedy this situation, 
you can add black fog to the 
scene or give the starblock 
object a distance dissolve 
(both will work just as well - 
simply adjust the values until 
you see a star density that 
makes you happy. The stars 
that disappear as a result of 
this will reappear as the 



camera gets closer to 
them). Create a new 
keyframe for the camera at 
the far end of the starblock 
(try at frame 90 or so). Turn 
on Particle Blur and render a 
frame. It should look just 
like hyperspace! Balancing 
the blur length and camera 
speed will help you adjust 
the effect exactly to your 
liking. Best of all, this type 
of particle-only scene will 
render at just a few seconds 
a frame! 

For a more subtle effect, 
try loading several star 
blocks and move them past a 
stationary camera at different 
speeds. By slowing the pace 
and reducing the blur, you 
can copy the majestic, 
zooming starfields seen on 
Star Trek and in the first 
season titles of Babylon S. 
Experiment and see what 
other effects you can invent! 
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A realistically dark scene. While the 
moody lighting on this Starfury is dramatic, 
most producers would reject it as being too 
dark for an audience to recognise. 



Particle Blur and a solid block are 
all you need to recreate the famous 
'hyperspace' effect from Star Wars. 15 years 
ago, the same effect took about £1 million 
worth of motion picture cameras and optical 
printing equipment. Viva Amiga! 




against a black background results in a pretty 
awful photograph. 

Programs such as Star Trek ignore this 
dilemma by simply adding lots of fill light to their 
shots. Where is it coming from? Nowhere. It's 
fake and unrealistic. However, without it you 
would almost never see the Enterprise. 

Ron Thornton (Babylon 5's special effects 
designer) knew that this show had to look real, 
so magic lights and, therefore, fill lights, were 
out of the question. But how would we see the 
spaceships? Black ships against black 
backgrounds result in black TV screensl The 
answer? Change the black background! 

By simply adding a friendly blue nebula, the 
parts of ships that go dark in shadow are still 
seen in silhouette against the bright 
background. The surfaces themselves still 
don't receive any illumination, but since the 
outline of the shapes can always be seen, 
viewers are never at a loss to know what ship 
they are looking at - even if there is no light in 
a scene. This way of cheating with nebulas 
has allowed us to portray spaceships as darkly 
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(and as realisticall 
about visibility. 



as we like, without worrying 



How to make a nebula 

Although it is a simple scenario, many animators 
have been scratching their heads over our exact 
formula for nebula creation. Since I'm in a good 
mood (and Amiga Shopper is paying me so 
well), I believe it is time to divulge our secrets! 

The nebula itself is a black and blue 
colour map (1,500x400) and was created in 
Adobe Photoshop, primarily with airbrush 
and smudge tools. The extreme length of 
resolution is necessary so the camera can 
pan across a scene without losing the nebula. 
More importantly, however, is that the image 
was mapped cylindrical^ on to a curved 
polygon - not a long, flat rectangle as so many 
have assumed. 

If it were mapped on to a flat surface, 
camera pans would easily reveal the edge of the 
nebula. A curved, 1 80 degree polygon, however, 
will stay in view of the camera in even the most 
extreme circumstances. The polygon containing 
the nebula is also quite large, and rests outside 
the starfield; this allows stars and other objects 
to render over the nebula, negating the need for 
transparency (which takes a lot of render time). 

Colour coding 

Different coloured nebulas are created by 
changing the actual image map, not the object 
colour (in fact, some of the images appearing in 
B5's space scenes are actually retouched 
nebulas photographed from the Hubble Space 
Telescope - how's that for realism!). To get the 
most out of your image map, simply paint a 
black and white nebula and map it on to the 
polygon's luminosity channel, changing the 
object colour to your liking (although this limits 
the nebula to a single colour shade). 

When we need to fill a particular section of 
space, we simply rotate or stretch the nebula 
into the desired position - the vagueness of the 
image generally prevents anyone from noticing 
the changes we constantly make in it from 
scene to scene. 

A simple nebula can be made by starting 
with a sphere sized slightly larger than 
Lightwave's starfield object. Surface it with 
Fractal Noise in the colour channel, with a 
texture size of approximately 1 00,000 on X, Y 
and Z. Make the object any colour you like and 
leave the noise black. Render away and you'll 
see a bit of background colour in your scenes - 
just like on B5! The sphere allows you to rotate 
the camera in any direction and still see the 
nebula and, as with the real B5 nebula, placing 
it outside the stars removes the need for 
rendering transparency. Beware, however, that 
the Fractal Noise pattern will take more time to 
render than an actual image map as we use on 
the show. Experiment with noise sizes and 
contrast to create unique variations. Be creative! 

That's it for this month! Get cracking and 
make sure you learn the ins and outs of 
everything talked about here - next month's 
lessons will help you complete your own, private 
universe, thus giving you an alternative if you're 
unhappy with the present one. ■ 
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Extending 



Part 1 



This month Darren Irvine 

takes a close look at ways in 
which you can take E-mail 
beyond simple text messages. 

Even today when the World 
Wide Web seems to be the 
main focus of attention on 
the Internet, E-mail remains 
one of the most widely used 
applications. If s not hard to see why - it is 
an easy to use and inexpensive way of 
communicating with people worldwide. 

The primary use of E-mail is the exchange of 
text from person-to-person, similar to standard 
snail mail. But just as you might sometimes pop 
a photograph or maybe an audio cassette into 
an envelope with a letter, so E-mail can be 
extended to cope with forms of data more 
advanced than ASCII text. 

Encoding: why bother? 

If your first experience with Comms was using 
FidoNet, then you might wonder why you need 
a specialised system for the exchange of non- 
text files. With Fido, all you need to do is 
"Attach" the file you want to send to a mail 
message and forget about it. The difference 
is that in many ways Internet E-mail is much 
less sophisticated than Fido and some 
proprietary mail systems. This is because the 
E-mail system in place today is essentially the 
same one that was put in place when the 
Internet was in its infancy. 

The biggest problem is that the whole 
E-mail exchange system was only ever designed 
to handle 7-bit data. Although this was perfectly 
adequate for ASCII text files, almost all other file 
formats (such as graphics, sound and 
executable programs) contain 8-bit data. So the 
first step in sending such a file is to "encode" 




Create a MIME message using MelaTool by 
simply dragging the files that you want included 
in the message into the Compose window. 
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the data in such a way that it can be entirely 
represented using 7-bit characters. 

Perhaps the simplest and most widely used 
system for doing this is a set of programs called 
UUENCODE and UUDECODE, versions of 
which are available for just about every current 
computer platform, and of course the Amiga is 
no exception. Most BBS systems will have a 
copy of both the encoding and decoding 
software, and performing an Archie search for 
"uuencode" on the Internet will return hundreds 
of hits. Try any of the Aminet mirrors first. 

UUENCODE/UUDECODE has its roots 
in the Unix Operating System, and the syntax 
used by most of the implementations reflects 
this. Suppose you have a graphics file that you 
want to UUENCODE called "picture.gif", then 
the general format of the command to encode 
this would be: 

UUENCODE > PICTURE. UUE 
PICTURE . GIF PICTURE.GIF 

The first part tells UUENCODE to direct its 
output to the file PICTURE. UUE. This .UUE 
extension is only a pseudo-standard and you 
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When you receive a message in MIME format, 
Meta Tool displays the various partials, and 
allows you to view them in any order you like. 
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Header: The information at the start of a 
mail message relating to the sender, 
recipient and subject matter - the "From:", 
"To:", and "Subject:" fields. Also the line of 
a MIME message describing the contents 
of a given part. 

Body: This is the part of a message after 
the header. In MIME, the body refers to 
the actual data in a given part, after its 
own header. 

Partial: A piece of a MIME message 
containing a particular data type. 
MUA: Mail User Agent. This is just a TLA to 
describe the actual mail program that you 
are running on your machine. 



can ignore it if you want to. The parameter 
PICTURE.GIF is included twice - first to 
actually specify the name of the file to be 
encoded and secondly to specify what the file 
will be called once it is decoded again. You can 
specify a different unencoded name if you want. 

To send this picture, simply include it in the 
body of an E-mail message. When it gets to its 
recipient (or if someone has sent you a 
UUENCODEd file), the format of the decode 
command would be: 

UUDECODE filename 



MIME the hard bits 

Although UUENCODE/UUDECODE is fairly 
easy to use, it does for the most part require 
command line operation, and never feels terribly 
user-friendly. A much more flexible system which 
is also more intuitive to use is called MIME 
(Multi-purpose Internet Mail Extensions). 

MIME is an open-systems standard for the 
exchange of text and non-text E-mail. A message 
that has been encoded using MIME consists of 
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a series of data objects known as "partials". 
Each of these partials contains a data header 
which identifies the type of data encoded. The 
actual data itself, known as the "body" of the 
partial can either be encoded directly after the 
header, or "attached" to the original message. In 
this case it is referred to as an "external part". 

On the Amiga, the only really useful 
implementation of MIME is the mail program 
MetaTool, reviewed last month. This program is 
an extension of a previous version of MetaTool 
which only handled the sending of MIME 
messages, and Metamail which only handled the 
display of incoming messages. If you are using a 
mailer such as Demon Internet's Mail or the 
latest version of Elm then you can add MIME 
functionality by using the older Metamail 
program to display incoming MIME messages. 

MetaTool functions in a similar way to most 
implementations of MIME on other platforms. 
The crux of the way in which incoming MIME 
messages are handled is a file called Mailcap, 
which is basically a look-up table containing a 
list of all the possible MIME partial types that 
your system has been set up to handle. Against 
each partial type is the command needed to 
actually display or interpret the data. For 
instance, the line in Mailcap which handles GIF 
data would probably look like this: 

image/gif; MultiView %s ; 
label="A GIF Image" 

This line instructs MetaTool to invoke the 
standard display program Multiview when a GIF 
image is encountered. Although the standard 
types included cover the more usual data types, 
such as GIF and JPEG for images (and IFFs 
and SVXs for audio files), it is possible to define 
your own data types and have them invoke 
whatever programs you like. The file which 
handles the types of outgoing MIME partials 
that you can send is called "meta.types" and 
again is a look-up table. This time it works in 
reverse, and when you attempt to add a certain 
file to a message in MetaTool, this file is used to 
identify the type of data contained in the file. 
Thus the line: 



image/ jpeg 
jpeg j 



jfif jpg 



tells MetaTool that files ending in any of the 
extensions "jfif", "jpg", "jpeg" or "j" are to be 
encoded as JPEG partials. Adding a new 
datatype is as simple as editing this file and 




w 



Get incoming MIME support with Demon's Mail 
program by turning on Metamail support You 
also need to install the old version of Metamail. 
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of the mail message 


message/rfc822 


audio/x-wav 




containing them. 


message/news 


audio/x-macaudio 
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Registered types 


text/plain 


image/x-pgm 




AUDIO 


text/richtext 


image/x-pict 




audio/basic 


text/tab-separated-values 


image/x-portable-bitmap 
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This is what a MIME encoded message actually 
looks like as text - this is the form in which it is 
send across the Internet as E-mail. 



Omina dm 6» 

Amiga Elm 



• /Uotl-n VU Dm 



This MIME (multimedia) message cant 
be handled by Elm's (Internal) pager. 

Content- Type: Image/gif 
Content- Transfer- Encoding: base S4 

Do you want this message displayed with 'Metamail' 1 

Yes I no 



Elm prompts the user when encountering a 
MIME message, which can then be displayed 
using the tools defined in your Mailcap file. 

adding a new line, and I have added MIME 
partial types for AmigaGuide, Final Writer and 
Music-X 2.0. Remember, however, that the 
person to whom you are sending the message 
must have equivalents of any new data types 
that you add in their "mailcap" file, or the MIME 
system at the other end will not know how to 
interpret the message. 

You can even define MIME types for things 
such as AmigaDOS scripts, but you should be 
aware that doing this can cause big security 
loopholes in your system. Say you've set up 
AmigaDOS as a MIME type, so that incoming 
mails containing scripts get automatically 
executed. How happy are you going to be the 
first time someone sends you a MIMEd 
message containing a "FORMAT HDO:" script? 

Actually using MetaTool to send a MIME 
message couldn't be simpler, because it 
operates on a drag and drop principle. You still 
have to use the keyboard to enter such 
mundane data as to whom you are actually 
sending the message, but after that the rest of 
the partials are added by simply dragging them 
on to the MetaTool window. The meta.types file 
is used to identify the types of data being 
added, but you can override the automatically 
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And this is the raw form of an UUENCODEd 
message. Superficially it looks quite similar to 
the more versatile MIME encoded message. 

identified data type if you want to (useful if 
you're in the perverse habit of ending your 8SVX 
sound files with a ".TXT" extension). 

The future of E-mail 

There are many new features and specifications 
currently in development for MIME. One of 
these is an alternative to using the slightly 
dubious PGP, called Privacy Enhanced Mail 
(PEM). This is to be eventually integrated with 
the present MIME standards, and, unlike PGP, 
will hopefully be completely free of any US 
export restrictions. Next month we'll take a 
closer look at defining your own MIME types, 
and also cover how you can set your Amiga up 
as a mail server - automatically supplying 
documents and other files from a special area 
on your hard drive. 

As usual if you want to contact me about 
MIME or any other aspect of Amiga Comms, I 
can be reached on both FidoNet and the 
Internet at the following addresses: 

E-mail: darren@plasma.thegap.com 

fido 2:443/13.18 ■ 
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The Unix port Elm also has support for the old 
Metamail system. 
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HARD DRIVES & RAM FOR AMIGA 
Nobody Undersells US!!!!! 



SCANNER 





NEW!!! 
Artec Colour 
Scanner 
£399.00 

COMPLETE WITH CARD 
CABLE AND SOFTWARE 
TO ENABLE YOU TO 
ALSO CONNECT TO A 
■ PC OR MACINTOSH 
COMPUTER 

FOR AMIGA 1500 TO 4000 
COMPUTERS WITH SCSI CONTROLLER 
(A1200 USER PLEASE PHONE) 

OKTAGON 4008 SCSI CARD 

True SCSI II controller for your Amiga 
1500 to 4000, upgradeable to 8MB using 
Zip Ram allows you to connect H Disk, 
Syquest CD Roms etc. £00 QQ 

MULTIFACE III 
ADDS 2 SERIAL & 1 PARALLEL 
PORT TO ANY AMIGA 1500 TO 

4000 £79_<)0 



THE FASTEST AND MOST VERSATILE DOUBLE 
SPEED CD ROM PLAYER FOR AMIGA 



CAN ALSO BE USED AS A 
PORTABLE AUDIO CD PLAYER 



RENO 



Features: 

• SCSI 2 DOUBLE SPEED, 180MS PORTABLE CD ROM. 
•COMPATIBLE WITH PC AND APPLE MACINTOSH 

• INCLUDES STEREO HEADPHONES, CARRY CASE, AC ADAPTOR 
■KODAK PHOTO CD READY r>-| HQ nn 
•INCLUDES SOFTWARE FOR MAC OR PC fc I USf.UU 



EXTERNAL FLOPPY £39.95 

ANTI-CLICK *ANT1-VIRUS* THRU PORT FOR ALL AMIGAS 

AMIGA 
A4000T 040 

£2150 



MONITORS 



Microvitek 1438 
Microvitek 1440 
Samsung 15" 
Samsung 17" 
Samsung 20" 



£259.00 
£399.00 
£319.00 
£599.00 
£POA 



AMIGA 
A4000T 060 

£2450 



ACCELERATORS 

Viper 68030/28MHz 0MB £119.00 
Viper 68030/40MHz 0MB £1 89.00 
Viper 68030/50MHz 0MB £199.00 

.._,„.„ APOLLO 68020/28MHZ 0MB 
NEW!" APOLLO 68030/50MHz 0MB 
WITH FREE FPU 



£99.00 
£199.00 



AMIGA A600 ACCELERATOR 

68020 28MHz UPGRADEABLE TO 

8MB RAM ONLY £209.00 IN STOCK 



AMIGA A600/A500/A500+ 

RAM CARDS 

A600 1 MB Ram £20.00 
A600 1 MB Ram & Clock £33.00 
A500+ 1 MB Ram £20.00 
A500 1/2MB Ram £15.00 

A1200 RAM CARDS 

PCMCIA compatible 
(With Clock & FPU socket) 



EXTERNAL 
SCSI H DISK with 
45W PSU 

FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 



340MB 

540MB 

850MB 

1GIG 

2/4/9GIG 

SQUIRREL 



£199.00 

£229.00 

£269.00 

£299.00 

£POA 

£54.00 



0MB 
2MB 
4MB 
8MB 

ZIP RAMS 



£49.00 
£109.00 
£159.00 
£259.00 

2MB £99.00 
MEMORY 

30 64 72 
Pin Pin Pin 



1MB 

2MB 

4MB 

8MB 

16MB 

32MB 



£25 

£89 

£109 

£239 

£389 

£N/A 



£N/A 
£N/A 
£199 
£N/A 
£N/A 
£N/A 



£35 

£69 

£109 

£239 

£389 

£699 



FOR ANY AMIGA OR ACCELERATOR CARD 

EXTERNAL CD ROM (SCSI) 
FOR AMIGA A600 & A1200 
WITH FREE!!! SQUIRREL INTERFACE 



SPECIAL OFFER 
2.5" DRIVES 
FOR AMIGA A600/1200 COMPLETE WITH 
SOFTWARE, CABLES & INSTRUCTIONS 

40MB £40.00 

120MB £79.00 

340MB £165.00 

510MB £229.00 

850MB £399.00 

3.5" HARD DRIVES 

IDE SCSI 

270MB - £99 

340MB £119 E119 

420MB £105 £129 

540MB £139 £169 

810MB £189 £229 

1 GIG £249 £249 



DOUBLE SPEED £159.00 

QUAD SPEED £239.00 

SIX SPEED £POA 

PORTABLE CD £POA 

FPU 

Increases the performance of your machine when 
adding these FPU's. Suitable for all Accelerator & 
Ram cards for A1200 and Amiga 4000 computers 

28MHz (PLCC) £24.00 

33MHz (PLCC) £39.00 

40MHz (PLCC) £79.00 

50MHz(PGA) £89.00 



WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS!!! 
WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY 
GENUINE QUOTED PRICE 



100MB ZIP DRIVE £199.00 
ALFA-POWER 

HARD DISK 



FOR AMIGA A500/500+ 

120MB £179.00 

420MB £199.00 

810MB £269.00 

1GIG £339.00 

SYQUEST DRIVES 

Int. Ext. 

88MB £219 £269 

105MB £229 £279 

200MB £339 £389 

270MB £349 £399 

BOTH THE ZIP & SYQUEST 
DRIVES NEED SCSI 
CONTROLLER ON ALL 
AMIGA COMPUTERS 



OFFER OF THE 

MONTH !!! 
260MB 2.5" H DISK 

COMPLETE WITH CABLES AND 
SOFTWARE 

£99.95 

LIMITED QUANTITY 
AVAILABLE 



Gasteiner 



EZ135 
SYQUEST 
AVAILABLE 
NOW!!! 
509.00 



AMIGA 
AMIGA 
AMIGA 
AMIGA 
AMIGA 
AMIGA 



A1200 (BASIC UNIT) 



A1200 
A1200 
A1200 
A1200 
A1200 



WITH 170MB HARD DISK 
{WITH 260MB HARD DISK) 
WITH 340MB HARD DISK 
WITH 540MB HARD DISK 
WITH 850MB HARD DISK 



£359.00 
£469.00 
£489.00 
£539.00 
£559.00 
£699.00 



ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT FOR CHRISTMAS 
REFURBISHED AMIGA A4000 030/040 IN STOCK £POA 



j 



DELIVERY CHARGES 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT, SMALL CONSUMABLES AND 
SOFTWARE ITEMS UNDER THE VALUE OF £59 PLEASE ADD 
£3.50 PSP. OTHER ITEMS EXCEPT LASERS, NEXT DAY 
COURIER SERVICE £10 PER BOX. OFFSHORE AND 
HIGHLANDS, PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION. IN ADDITION 
WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING EXPRESS SERVICES: 
SATURDAY DELIVERY NORMAL RATE PLUS £15 PER BOX, 
MORNING, NEXT DAY NORMAL RATE PLUS £10 PER BOX, 
ESOE PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR 
NOTICE. ALL TRADEMARKS ACKNOWLEDGED, 



0 



ACCESSORIES 

AMIGA A500/600/1200 PSU 

A500 INT. FLOPPY DRIVE £30.95 

A600/1 200 INT. FLOPPY DRIVE £45.00 

2.5" H DISK CABLE £10.00 

2.5" TO 3.5" H DISK CABLE KIT £15.00 

PARALLEL PRINTER CABLE £6.00 

AMIGA VGA ADAPTOR £15.00 

AMIGA TRACKBALL £35.00 

AUTO JOYSTICK SWITCH £15.00 

MOUSE MATS £2.00 



mm 



126 Fore Street, Upper Edmonton, London N18 2XA 
0 1 81 -345-6000 Fax: 01 81 -345-6868 E-Mail: g a s t e i n @ d i r c o n 



co.uk 



Larry Hickmott DeskTop Publishing 



ShopperTutorial 



Bringing 



elements 



your 



together 



If you've been following our DTP tutorial you will know which software to use and you'll have prepared 
all your elements. Now, glue pot at the ready, Larry Hickmott helps you paste up your pages. 



Planning a document is one 
thing, getting it together is 
quite another and how 
successful you are generally 
depends on how flexible your 
software is in handling the tasks you throw 
at it. There are two main elements to be 
placed on your page: text and graphics. 
The tools required for each element are 
very different and it's important to know 
what you've got in your toolbox before you 
start to paste up your pages. 

The written word 

Before even a word is placed on a page, you 
need to create some tags. Tags are often also 
called a number of things, like styles and style 
sheets. Whatever the name, tags are very much 
underused by the average desktop publisher. 

Yet tags are an integral part of any 
publishing program and all major pieces of 
publishing software on the Amiga now embrace 
them in one way or another. Tags are required to 
achieve a consistent style for different pieces of 
text throughout a document. How many tags 
you require varies. In the magazine I publish 
called Em, I use nearly 20 tags. Whereas I only 
use five for my letters. 

The number of tags you use for your 
document depends on the different types of text 
you have in it. In a letter, some typical tags 
would be one called Normal for the main text of 
the letter, another for your address, another for 
the address of the recipient and so on. This list 
would also include tags for any headings you 
may use within the main body of text. 



stylet — 
Document rate 
oecnon Nome 
loptc Nome 
sub loptc 1 
SUOTOfMc: 
Indented Body 
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Here is one use for text 
runaround that should be 
avoided. Too many users 
create pages where text 
columns are reduced in width 
by pictures. This shows a lack 
of thought in the type of grid 
used and recklessness in the 
mixing of text and pictures. 



where pilot Howard 
joined me for the 
up-river sail,. 
I took a SatduAj 
departure, * , J» 
shaping my 
course to 
clear Point 
i Indio on the one hand, 
and the English Bank on 
the other. 

I had not for many years 
been south of these 
regions. I will not say 
that I expected all fine 



anca, aiso'the' 
Gulf of St. Matias and 
the mighty Gulf of St. 



m 



George. 
'-: Hoping that 
she might go 
clear of the 
destructive 
tide races, the 
dread of big craft or little 
along this coast, 1 gave 
all the capes a berth of 
about fifty miles, for 
these dangers extend 
many miles from the 
land. But where the sloop 



Jargon busting 



Cropping: Selectively choosing to show 
only part of an image instead of all of it. 
Text runaround: There will be times when 
you want text to flow around a picture 
instead of over it To do that, you need to 
use a feature called "text runaround" which 
can be found in most programs. 



In a two-page formal letter, you may need as 
many as 20 headings, divided into two types. 
One may be 1 2pt Futura Light, while another 
may be 1 6pt Futura Extra Bold. Remembering 
what attributes each style of heading has can be 
difficult, especially when you have other things 
to think of like the contents of the letter. 

A typical tag will not only set the font you 
want to use and its size, but other attributes like 



kerning, leading, paragraph indents, 
justification, text colour, text style and much 
more. A lot for you to remember, I'm sure you 
will agree. To help you out, programs like 
Professional Page, Final Writer, PageStream 
and now Wordworth 5, all have style tags. 

With these tags at your disposal, all you 
need to remember is where you want what type 
of heading and the tag takes care of the 
attributes for it. With all this mind, when you next 
come to format your text, try using the style tags 
your program provides for you. You will come to 
like them, I promise. 

As well as tags, there are a number of 
other features that publishing programs provide 
to help you make your text stand out from the 
rest. When choosing the fonts, take a little time 
to think about whether the ones you have 
chosen will print on the output device you will 
be using. Let me explain. 
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Left: Most publishing 
programs on the Amiga let 
you create style tags. This is 
the panel for styles in Final 
Writer 4 which gives you a 
lot of control over the 
attributes you set for 
different pieces of text. 

Right: This a use for text 
runaround that few people 
think of. It shows that this 
function can be made to 
work for you in lots of 
different ways. 
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Take ProPage for example. It has to use 
CompuGraphic fonts on-screen and so when I 
create these fonts using a program thatcomes 
with ProPage called Font Manager, I have to 
make sure that a downloadable PostScript font 
is also created because all my printers are 
PostScript devices. Yet, people with Final Writer 
don't have such worries because its fonts are 
compatible with all output devices, both 
PostScript and non-PostScript. Depending on 
which program you use, the type of problem 
solving you come across in completing a 
document will vary. 

For example. Those of you with non- 
PostScript devices have to also be careful in 
choosing the right font. Many programs allow 
you to use bitmaps but these should be avoided 
because you can't get decent printed quality 
from them. Then there are your printer's internal 
fonts like those supported by Wordworth and 
Protext. These are fine but you will normally find 
certain restrictions in using them, like having a 
screen representation. 

It is evident from this that fonts in DTP can 
provide many headaches, so think carefully 
about the format you choose as well as the 
style of font. I get so many letters where, for 
example, the postcode is impossible to read. By 
all means use fancy fonts where the text allows 
but watch out for pitfalls. Read your document 
through and be aware of text that may provide 
problems to the reader. 

Adding pictures 

A page full of text is a very intimidating prospect 
for a reader, so it's becoming more and more 
natural for us to add pictures to our pages. But 
this too requires thought. A good example of 
where people can go wrong arose the other 
day. A number of users contacted me after 
buying some clipart for their chosen program. 
Apparently, when they tried to implement some 
really neat ideas, they found their software 
couldn't handle the task in question, which in 
this case was rotating bitmaps. 

This is quite a common occurrence because 
we get quite used to doing things the traditional 
way, where if you want to rotate a picture, you 
can. Doing similar tasks in software however 
isn't always as easy as it should be. Different 
programs throw up different problems. Here are 
two examples. 



WIN! The publishing program of your choice 



This month, Amiga Shopper gives you the 
chance to win the Amiga publishing program 
of your choice. All you have to do is to design 
a front cover worthy of being published on 
your Amiga. Please include a description of 
how you created your cover - which Amiga you 
have and the software you used, etc. 

If your cover is judged the best, we will 
print your work within the hallowed pages of 
Amiga Shopper, plus, you can pick from one of 
the following publishing programs as your 
prize. There will also be 25 runner-up prizes of 
a three-month subscription to Em, the only 
truly independent Amiga DTP magazine - 
published by Larry Hickmott! 

Final Writer 4: Now one of the most popular 
packages on the Amiga. Softwood's Final 
Writer 4 contains loads of powerful tools 
including Styles and the ability to have 
chapters within one document. It also sports a 
grammar checker, has EPS support and ARexx. 
Call Softwood on ■ 01773 521606. 
PageStream 2: Hot off the presses at 
Soft-Logik 001 314 256 9595) is a re-release 
of one of the Amiga's most popular DTP 
packages ever. If you have only ever used a 



word processor, then you'll be able to marvel 
at some of the tools a DTP package gives you 
with this fine program. 
Professional Page 4.1: Another re-release, 
this is the program used by Larry Hickmott for 
Em magazine. ProPage has many outstanding 
features like user-friendly ARexx support, 
colour images on-screen, style and paragraph 
tags and much more of course. (LH Publishing 
•■■ 01908 370230.) 

Wordworth 5: The new kid on the block, 
Digita's Wordworth 5 is set to take the 
Amiga by storm with a load of new features 
including style tags and ARexx adding to 
its already impressive array of tools. (Digita 
■ 01395 270273.) 

To get your hands on one of these 
excellent programs send your cover entry (on a 
disk please), mentioning which program you 
would like to win to: 

Amiga Shopper DTP Competition, 

Future Publishing Limited, 

30 Monmouth St, Bath BA1 2BW. 

The closing date for this competition is 
Wednesday, 31st January 1996. 
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Kerning is where you can selectively set the 
amount of white space between characters in a 
font from within a DTP program. This is the 
feature at work in ProPage. 

In ProPage,- bitmap images can't have a 
background colour transparent while 
PageStream 2 can. So, PageStream 2 is more 
flexible when you want to layer bitmap images. 
But, pictures are displayed only in black and 
white in PageStream 2, while in ProPage they 
can be displayed in colour. There will be times 
when you require one function and another time 
when the other is more important. This is why 
many designers have more than one program so 
they can choose the right one for a job. 

One function you should look out for is what 




Wo other program on 
the Amiga gives you the 
high end features for 
the printing of bitmap 
images that you get 
with PageStream 3. 
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type of structured graphic import support a 
program has. There are a number of good image 
processors like ImageStudio that enable you to 
convert bitmap images from one format to 
another, but programs to convert between 
structured formats are virtually non-existent. 

This is an area where Amiga programs 
could learn a lot from the PC. When I need to 
convert a CGM to a bitmap or an EPS, I have to 
use a PC program because there isn't one for 
the Amiga. Not many of you will have the luxury 
of having a PC too, so the formats your program 
supports will need to fit in with the type of 
pictures you use. 

This is why DTP programs like PageStream 
and ProPage are so strong because they 
support a number of structured formats although 
popular ones from the PC like CGM are still 
only supported by Wordworth. 

Mixing the elements 

This is where the going gets tough. It's one 
thing for a program to let you have a picture on 
the page, it's quite another for it to let you 
combine that picture with text. An example of 
this would be to place text over the top of the 
graphics. Another would be to run text around 
images, a feature most programs have but many 
implement differently. 

Use this with care because too many 
publishers dive in and overuse it. Wth careful 
indulgence, pages can be made to really look 
special, but with careless abandon, pages end 
up looking amateurish. 

One thing is for sure. The tools at your 
disposal nowadays far exceed those we had 1 2 
years ago when I started out in newspapers. 
Some of those in programs like PageStream will 
make your head swim because they are so 
powerful. Your job is to harness all the tools so 
they work for you and not against. 

In the final instalment of this series next 
month, we will be considering the pros and cons 
of the different printing methods and functions 
found in publishing software. ■ 
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VISA 




VERY LATEST & BEST PD ONLY 80 P PER DISK FOR 10+ DISKS 



OctaMED V6 

£35.00 

95% - Amiga Shopper 
94% - CU Amiga 
91% - Amiga User 
9/10 - Amiga Computing 

New font-sensitive GUI layout 
Loads/saves Sid MIDI lilies 
Supports RAW, IFF, AIFF, WAVE. 
MAUD samples (mono & stereo) 
Save mods as executable files 
Supports Aura sampler and 
Toccata sound board. 
(Requires Kickstarl 2 or greater 
and 1 .5 Meg ram) 



T.I. 13 - £2.50 

Latest Issue ol the MED Users 

Group Disk mag. Essential 
reading tor ail OctaMED users 

(Issues 6 to 12 also available) 



LOOM - £10.00 

LOOM is an exciting departure 

from the normal methods of 
Amiga music production. It is a 
hybrid between a simple, yet 
powerful visual programming lan- 
guage and a composition system. 
Simple music OBJECTS (notes, 
chords, phrases or songs) are 
assembled together and modified 
with various tools & mathematical 
functions including data from 
Chaos Theory, Fractals, 
Non Linear Systems etc. 

(Needs 4Meg of RAM) 



KIDS ONLY - £10.00 

Originally due for commercial 
release this brilliant collection of 
educational activities is now only 
available from Seasoft. 

COLOURING PAD, l-SPY, DOT 2 
DOT, PICTURE SLIDE, MUSIC 
MAKER, WORD SEARCH, PAIRS 
Each colourful activity has various 
skill levels, making this title ideal 
for kids of all ages 
(demo version PD disk 2282) 



TECHN0S0UND 
TURBO 2 - Pro 

Latest version of this popular 
8-bit sampler 

£29.99 



Pack 2 (a & b) 
MAGIC WB EXTRAS 

Packed full of back- 
grounds, Icons etc. 
(or Magic WB 

2 packs available 
(2a & 2b) 



1200 KICK V1 .3 9 (1| 
Get those old A500 progs working! 
1344 MAGIC WORKBENCH «» (1) 
1318 PRINTER DRIVERS (1) 
Canon BJ; HP Deskjet; Ricoh etc. 
1462 MIDI TUTORIAL » (1) 
1526 WORD FACTORY (1) 
Quality spelling prog for young kids 

1989 MIDI UTILS » (1) 

1990 MIDI UTILS 2 * (1) 

1991 MUSIC X UTILS 1 • (2) 
1993 MUSIC X UTILS 2 # (3) 
2009 HARD DRIVE UTILS * (2) 
Aback Up; Fii Disk; VC; Click Dos 2; 
ReOrg; Tools Daemon; Mr Back up etc 
2121 A-Z PAINT PAD (1) 
Excellent paint package for kids 
2209 PERSONAL ANALYSER » (1) 
Do you know yourself? 

2268 BIG GIRLS 2 V- (X) (3) 
Well presented 20 "page 3" pics 

2335 EXCELLENT CARD GAMES III I" (1| 
Poker, Czarina, Colours. Scottish fi Napolean 

2336 COARSE ANGLER » (2| 
Excellent coarse fishing game/simulator 

2340 DOPUS UTILS VOL 2 (2) 
Various utilities for use with DOpus 

2341 CHANEQUES * (2) 
Excellent game - watch out lemmings! 
2344 - PAGESTREAM 3H UPDATE (2) 
2374 - MAGIC WB EXTRAS 1 1 #" (2) 
2376 - MAGIC WB EXTRAS 12 «" (2) 

2380 - DOWNLOADER (1) 

26 new fonts for use with 24 pin dot 
matrix printers or compatible printers. 

2381 - BALLS (1) 

Well presented shareware lottery 
2384 - AMIGA DOS GUIDE « (1) 
2388 -MR GREEDY (1) 
Excellent Story book for young kids 
2390 - ALIENS CONFIDENTIAL 
MULTIMEDIA »« (9) 
Packed with Interesting facts & pics 
2403 - WAC AMOS SPECIAL ft" (1) 
Amos disk mag - a must for amos users 

2405 - EMOTIONAL CONFLICT (1) 
Impressive Graphic Adventure game 

2406 - HP LASER JET 4 DRIVERS (1) 
U4 Boost, Miniprint, HP4L Control 

2407- CMSTRAX7»(1) 

5 Excellent OctaMED Modules 

2408- MULTIVISION9M1) 

2409 - MULTIVISION 10«(1) 

2410 - MULTIPRINT 5 H (1) 

2411 - DISK HELPER 9 B (1) 
2412 -DISK HELPER 10»(1) 
2413 - AUDIO MAGIC 14 » (1) 
2414 -AUDIO MAGIC 15 #(1) 

2415 - OFFICE HELPER 4 » (1) 

2416 - PAMELA ANDERSON (X) «* (2) 
2418 - CLAUDIA SCHIFFER (X) «« (3) 

2428 - HD GAMES INSTALLER 4 (1) 

2429 - ABYSS DRUGSTORE »» (2) 
2431 - FREEZER LECH «" (1) 
Three of the very latest AGA Demos 
2433 - KIDS 7 # (1) 

Excellent programs for young kids 

2437 - INTERNET UTILS 2 t (1) 
AmiTalk; AmiTCPHelper; AmiWatch; 
Control Panel; GUIF; Online O Meter. 

2438 - ESSENTIAL AMINET 7 * (1) 
ImageFX ImageStudio data/patches; 
LHAControl, L4Boost; MasterlSO; 
Photogenices etc 

2439 -FRODOV1.5»(1) 
Commodore 64 emulator 



This is only a very small selection of the PD titles in our collection. 
It you can not see what you are looking for then PLEASE ASK. 

2440- ROM 4 DISK MAG » (2) 
All you need to know about the Demo scene 
2452 - STAR TREK GUIDE II (6) 
All you wanted to know about Star Trek 
2458 - DR WHO ANNIVERSARY H (5) 
Do you know who the Daleks were? 
2466 - FINDING THE TRUTH 2 II (2) 

2468 - FINDING THE TRUTH 3 I (1) 
All the latest on UFO findings 

2469 - DOS MAN (1) 
Ret book for beginners and experts 

2470 - IMAGE STUDIO 2.1 (2) 
Latest version of this excellent program 



Excellent Fantasy Demo 

2484 MASTER BLASTER # (1) 
Excellent Dynablaster clone 

2485 SKIDMARKS 2 CARS (2) 
More cars for Skidmarks 2 game 

2487 DELUXE PACMAN V1.8 (1) 
Super Pacman game 

2490 CMS TRAX8»(1) 

More excellent OdaMED 6 mods 

2491 MESSYSID3(1) 

Don't have CrossDos! then gel this 

2492 DUCK DODGERS # (1) 
Addictive platform game 



PD/SHAREWARE PRICES 

1 disk - E1 .50, 2 to 4 disks - £1 .25. 5 to 9 disks - £1 .00, 

10-19 disks - 80p, 20+ disks - 75p. 

Prices per disk - Number of disks shown in brackets 
Titles marked « will not work on A500 (V1.2/V1.3); 
A will not work on A500+/A600; (X) are suitable for over 16's only 



2472 - THE WORD 6 «» (1) 
NFA Disk 'Scene' magazine 

2473 - AMIGA E V3.1A » (2) 
Latest E Compiler (lha format) 
2475 - PICTURE BOOK #« (4) 
Stunning AGA Demo - worth a look 

2480 - SCOUT 0 (1) 
Comprehensive System Monitor 

2481 - TRANSITION ft (1) 
Image conversion package 



2493 SHAPESHIFTER V3.1 » (1) 
Apple Mac emulator 

2494 CHEATS V2.1 (2) 

Loads and loads of game cheats 

2496 THIRD DIMENSIONS 17 (1) 
A must tor 3D Con Kit users 

2497 ALTERNATIVELY MUSICKED # (1) 
Out ol this world - OotaMED Mods 

2498 MUSIC FIRST* (1) 
OctaMEO mods of Eric Clapton 



LATEST CP-ROM's 

free postage & packing (UK 


only) 


17-BIT FIFTH DIMENSION 




£17.50 


A DROP IN THE OCEAN (Audio CD) 




£9.00 


AGA EXPERIENCE 




£17.50 


AMINET 8 




£13.50 


AMINET SET 1 (Quad) 




£22.50 


AMINET SET 2 (Quad) 




£22.50 


AMOS PD Version 2 




£17.50 


ARCADE CLASSICS 




£13.50 


ASSASSINS COLLECTION 1 




£9.00 


ASSASSINS COLLECTION 2 




£17.50 


C64 SENSATIONS 




£17.50 


COLOUR LIBRARY 




£9.00 


GRAPHICS SENSATIONS 




£17.50 


GROLIERS 2 ENCYCLOPEDIA 




£25.00 


HOTTEST 6 




£17.50 


LSD 3 




£17.50 


MULTIMEDIA TOOLKIT 2 




£22.50 


NETWORK Volume 2 




£13.50 


PROFESSIONAL IFF/PCX CLIPART 2 




£17.50 


SCI-FI SENSATIONS 




£17.50 


SOUND & GFX W.SHOP (double) 




£17.50 


SPECTRUM SENSATIONS 2 




£17.50 


UPD GOLD (Quad) 




£25.00 


ZOOM 




£17.50 


400dpi Mega Mouse - 


£12. 95 



SPECIAL VALUE PD PACKS 
ONLY £7. SO PER IO DISK PACK 



2499 TEXT ENGINE 5 If (1) 

The very latest and besl s/w Word Piocessor 

2500 AEVOLUTION # (3) 
Quality OctaMED Mods 

2503 TARGET II (1) 

Great game - shoot the targets! 

2504 UFO ANIM *I A (1) 

2505 THE WORD 7 (2) 

NFA disk mag ol the Demo scene 

2507 SURFING THE JAZZ WAVES II (1) 
Excellent Jazz Music Demo 

2508 VIRUS CHECKER 7.17 « (1) 
Latest and best virus checker around 

2509 C64 EMULATOR V3 (3) 
Latest emulator and games 

2512 FRUIT KITCHEN - SILENTS «» (2) 
2514 HATE 2 - FRANTIC ll» (2) . 
2516 THRILLED - EMBASSY S" (2) 
2518 ZIF «a (2) 

The latest AGA demos, all req HD 

2520 SHEPHERD « (1) 
Populous'Gods style game 

2521 SCION V3.13«(1) 

2522 GEN TREE 9 (1) 

1 comprehensive genealogist programs 

2523 YOUR FIRST PONY (2) 
Learn all about caring for your pony 

2525 AIRSHOW 11(1) 
Pictures from recent alrshows 

2526 MESSERSCHMITT BF109 (2) 
Text book and pics about this lighier 

2528 ULTIMATE DMC DEMO II (1) 
Demo of the F1 Disk magazine creator 

2529 ULTRA ACCOUNTS V2 » (1) 
Comprehensive banking package 

2530 TURBO CAT PRO V1.2 It (1) 
Disk Cataloguer 

2531 TRAP EM GAME II (1) 

2532 AMOS EXTENSIONS (1) 

2535 FRANTIC II (1) 

2534 ADVANCED AMIGA ANALYSER (1) 

2536 SHARD WB3 LIBS S DATATYPES (1) 
2537PDPAK6«(1) 

2538 WB3 UTILITIES (1) 

2539 THE BEST OF THE REST » (1 ) 

2540 SAMPLES (3) 

2543 ULTIMATE MUSIC JAM (1) 

2544 THIRD DIMENSION 18 (1) 

2545 CD ROMS INFO (1) 

2546 SPECTRUM GAMES (4) 
For use with Speccy emulator 

2550 VARIOUS PRINTER DRIVERS (1) 

2551 SPITFIRE V4 (2) 

Text book and pics about the Spitfire 

2553 VARKS CLI UTILS 7 » (1) 

2554 DOGS COGS DEMO V (3) 
Excellent music demo by Nerve Axis 

2557 LOBE DEMOe"(1) 

2558 GAP DEMO»»(1) 

Now AGA demos from the Remedy Party 

2559 GRAPHIC WORKBENCH »* (2) 
HD utility to creato backdrops Includ- 
ing to backdrops and Icon sets 
2561 GRAPHIC WB EXTRAS #» (2) 
More backdrops from Reko card sets 

2563 HEAD & SHOULDERS »" (1) 
Effect brings you various chip modules 

2564 DALA HORSE DEMO If (4) 
Powerful HD Demo by Razor 
2568 GLOOM GAME DEMO S" (1) 
HD Doom style Playable demo 

2567 ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS 
GUIDE TO WORKBENCH V3 VOL 1 IT (1) 

2568 F1 PUNTER UPGRADE (1) 
Upgrade to F187 Punter V3 to V3.1 

2569 OXYGENE 'CONTROL' #" (2) 
HO Demo winner from GASP 95 party 



- NEW- 
AURAL SYNTH ETICA 
£30.00 

DIGITAL MODULAR 
SAMPLE SYNTHESISER 

From the author of Aural Illusion 

Modular synthesiser design 
provides the most versatile sound 
generation program on any plat- 
form. Samples saved as IFF, 
AIFF. WAV or SAFF formats. 

(needs Kickstart 2 or greater & 
2Meg of RAM) 

CALL FOR FULL DETAILS 



MIDICRAFT MAGAZINE 

Following on from where the high- 
ly successful AM/FM left off, this 
new disk based mag from the 
Craft brothers is a must for all 
Amiga musicians. 

£2.50 per issue 

(Issue 8 now available) 



AURAL ILLUSION 2 
£20.00 

8/16 BIT SAMPLE 
PROCESSOR 
32 bit processing 
55 Manipulations 
30 Effects including Time Stretch. 

Graphic Eq. Mixer & Resonant 
Filter. Compatible with most popu- 
lar 8/16 bit file lormats including 

IFF. AIFF, WAV, VOC etc - 
Improved Synthesised Sound Editor 

(needs Kickstart 2 or greater & 
2Meg ol RAM) 



MIDI MODULES 

High quality Muslc-X and 
Amiga/PC MIDI files (state format 
required) produced and arranged 

by Kevan & Gareth Craft 

Volume 1 - £15.00 
Volume 2 for Keys - £10.00 

Volume 3 - £20.00 
Dynamite Drums 1 - £10.00 
Dynamite Drums 2 - £15,00 
Call lor further details 



MIDI INTERFACE 

1 IN, 1 THRU & 3 OUT 
with pair ol leads 

£22.50 



Pack 4 
EDUCATION 

The best Public 
Domain Educational 
programs around for 

young children, 
ages 4-11 



HORIZON 

A NEW NAME IN LICENCE- 
WARE DISTRIBUTION 

The following titles are only E3.50 each 
Call tor complete listing 

TOUCH TYPING TUTOR 2 - excellent tutor 
PAINT, PASTE & DRAW - paint package 

FAST FRET - leach scales on the guilar 
A-CHORD - teach chords on the guitar 
DRAW SELECTOR - database for the pools 
LOCKOUT PRO - a must for HD owners 
POWER ACCOUNT - home finance package 
LOTTERY FORECAST - random etc. 
LOTTERY LEAGUE - lottery database 
POWER TEXT - lext editor & word processor 
ASTRONUTTY - puzzle arcade platform game 
BUGGLES - quality platform game 
CRYSTAL SKULL - graphic strategy game 
DRAGON TILES 2 - mahjong puzzle game 
HARRY - arcade game - help the painter! 
LASERS - puzzle solving arcade game 
SENTINAL - excellent puzzle game 
FRONTIER DEFENDER - space combat game 
WINNING POST - horse racing simulator 



Packs 
SAMPLES 

Packed with a wide 
range ot quality sam- 
ples for your 
favourite music pack- 
age (Please state 
RAW or IFF) 



LITTLE GEM 

Mixer & E.Q. unit 

The ideal accessory (or 

OctaMED etc 
9/10 - Amiga Computing 
83% - CU Amiga 
83% - Amiga User 
80% - Amiga Shopper 

£69.99 



Pack 6 
KLONDIKE, BLACK- 
JACK & VIDEO POKER 

Excellent AGA card 
games & extra card 
sets for your A1 200 HD 



Pack 8 (a to j) 
OctaMED Modules 

Hundreds ol mods tram 
the Med Users Group 
collection, 1 0 packs 
available (8a to 8j) 



OTHER SPECIAL VALUE PACKS 



Pack 9 (a & b) 
CG FONTS 

Loads ot quality 
Compugraphic fonts 

tor WB 2 & 3, 
Wordworth 2+, Page 
setter 3 etc. 2 packs 
available (9a & 9b) 



Pack 11 
CARTOON CLIPART 

Mono & Colour IFF 

clipart of your 
favourite characters 
Irom Porky Pig to the 
Lion King 



Pack 18 

U.F.O. 
Full ot interesting 
info from around tne 
world - text files & 
pics on sightings, 
encounters & 
abductions etc. 



Pack 12 OctaMED 4 - £5.00 
6 disks with the full version of this A500 compati- 
ble music prog,, disk based manual and a 
selection of mods & samples lo gel you started. 



Pack 13 GLAMOUR PACK - £11.50 
15 disks packed with AGA beauties trom the 
tamous Body Shop Collection 
(A1200 only - not suitable lor anyone under 16) 



Pack 14 OFFICE PACK - £4.50 
5 essential tools lor the home/small office. Word 
Processor, Database, Forms Designer, Accounts 
& Spreadsheets. 



A1200 
STARTER PACK 

Mouse Mat 
Dust Cover 
Head Cleaner 
10 Blank Disks 
1 00 Cap Disk Box 
10 ASI Games Disks 

£19.95 



Please remember to add the following Postage & Packing charges - 

50p to orders tor P.D./Licenceware only (£1.50 Europe, £3.00 R.O.W.) or 
£1.00 if your order includes other items (Europe & R.O.W. at cost). 

Please make cheques/postal orders payable to SEASOFT COMPUTING 
and send to: Seasoft Computing, (Dept AS), Unit 3, Martello Enterprise Centre, 
Courtwick Lane, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 7 PA 

or telephone 

(01903) 850378 

10am to 7pm Mon - Fri (to 5pm Sat) Visitors by appointment only please 



Fl LICENCE WARE 

We stock the entire F1 range 
Call lor complete listing 

F1-74 AMIGA ASSIST £3.99 

New to the Amiga? - Then get this disk 
F 1-1 01 INTRO TO DOS 2 £6.99 

F1-16 PIC KNIT £3.99 
Convert IFF pics lo knitting patterns 
F1-91 D.M.C. £4.99 
Excellent Disk Magazine creator 
F1-99 GRAC USER DISK £3.99 

A must lor all Grac users 
F1-69 GUITAR CHORD DIR £3.99 

Displays over 276 chords 
F1-71 MUSIC 2 TAB EXCEL £3.99 
convert music notalion to tabs 
F1-106 AMOSZINE 8 £5.99 
Disk magazine lor Amos users 

Fl COLD with printed manuals 

GRAC V1.1 - £6.99 

Powerful Graphic Adventure Creator 
BLACKBOARD V4 - £8.99 
Comprehensive image processor 
MACIC PAINT BOX • £6,99 

Paint package especially lor kids 
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In the third instalment of our AMOS tutorial Steve Bye tells you how to use 3D buttons in your 
programs. Then he explains the mysteries of screen zones. 



w 



e won't be covering 
games programming in 
this tutorial - we will be 
looking more at the 
utility side of things. 
Most utility programs have an interface 
and most interfaces have buttons. So you 
ought to know how you can easily use 
3D-type buttons in your programs. To the 
uninitiated, incorporating buttons in AMOS 
programs must seem pretty daunting. 
Believe me, it's simpler than you think. 

Button creation 

When the user of your program clicks their 
mouse pointer over a button, the button appears 
to depress. This is achieved by changing the 
border colours of the button. A button is simply 
a box drawn on the screen using a series of 
Draw instructions. The trick is to use the correct 
colours in the correct place (see picture below). 

The listing lButton_Demo is a framework 
that you could incorporate into any program in 
which you want buttons. This listing only uses 
one button as an example, but it would be easy 
to add more once you understand how it all 
works. Let's take a close look at it: 

Screen Open 0,640, 250, 8, Hires 
Flash Off : Curs Off : Cls 0 
Colour 0,$777 
Colour 1,$0 
Colour 2,$FFF 

This first two lines set up your screen. The three 
colour functions make sure the button colours 
are in the style of Workbench. Colour 0 is set to 



The rather impressive 
palette requester from 
Power Procedures. 
(Incidentally, subscribers 
can find the freely 
distributable version of 
Power Procedures on this 
month's Subscribers' disk.) 



grey, Colour 1 to black and Colour 2 to white. 
Try changing the colour values and you may 
come up with a better colour scheme than I did. 

BUTTON [100,50,150,60,1] 
Ink 1,0 

Text 110,58,-"TEST" 

The first line calls the Button procedure which 
draws the button on the screen for us. All we 
need to do is tell the procedure where we want 
the button and whether it is on or off. This 
procedure does most of the work for us. 

The first four parameters are the X,Y 
positions where you want your button located 
on the screen. 100, 50 is the top left-hand 
corner position of the button, 150, 60 is the 
bottom right-hand corner. The 1 on the end tells 
the Button procedure whether you want the 
button in or out. In this case, we want it out. 

Next, we print the text we want inside the 
button using the Text instruction. You may need 



Help I 



B lack~ borders 



Black borders 



f Help" 



Screen n° 8 







Red : 1 |e 


Copy ] 


Ok 








Green : I \t 


Swap | 


Undo | 


Blue : I |8 


Spread 1 


Cancel 1 







to experiment to get the text centred correctly 
on your buttons. All of the above parameters 
can, of course, be changed to your needs, you 
can have tiny buttons 1 0x1 0 pixels, or huge 
buttons the size of the screen if you wanted to. 

Reserve Zone 1 

Set Zone 1,100,50 To 150,60 

This reserves a Zone, so we can detect when 
the mouse pointer is over the button. 

Do 

MZ=Mouse Zone 

If MZ=1 and Mouse KeyoO 

BUTTON [100,50,150,60,0] 

Wait 10 

BUTTON [100,50,150,60,1] 
'call your routine (s) here 

End If 

Loop 

This is the main loop. The program constantly 
checks the mouse pointer to see if it is over the 
button (Zone 1 ). If it is, and the user clicks a 
mouse key, then the Button procedure is called 
twice. The first call depresses the button 
(remember the 0 on the end means "in"), the 
second call restores the button to its normal 
state. The Wait 10 is there so the user can see 
the button in action. 

It would be easy to add more button 
checks, by duplicating the If End If routine 
above and making the relevant changes. The 
task that the button represents would be a sub- 
routine or a procedure and you would call rt just 
before the End If instruction. 



A 3D button is just a visual 
trick. All you do is change 
the border colours to 
simulate on and off states. 
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Procedure BUTTON [X,Y,X2,Y2, STATE] 
If STATE=1 

Cl=2 : C2=l 
Else Cl=l : C2=2 
End If 

Ink CI 

Draw X,Y To X2-1.Y : Draw X,Y To 
X,Y2 

Ink C2 : Draw X+1.Y2 To X2.Y2 : Draw 
X2,Y To X2,Y2 
Ink 1,0 

End Proc 

Now for that all-important procedure. The first 
line checks for the button state that is required 
and sets the variables CI and C2 to the required 
ink colours. The button is then redrawn using 
the coordinates you have passed to it. 

You can type the "1 Button_demo" listing 
straight into AMOS and it will work - if you type 
it in correctly. Why not experiment and add more 
buttons? All you need to do is duplicate parts of 
the program and change the parameters. 

You will find the Button demo listing on our 
Coverdisks - see page 1 0. 

What are screen zones? 

You may feel a little daunted by the Zone 
instructions in this tutorial, so I will try to help 
you understand how Zones work. They are a 
very important part of writing interfaces for 
utilities, but whether you write games or utilities 
you will need to use Zones, so listen up! 

A screen zone is just a pre-defined 
rectangular area on the screen, for example, a 
box. To set up some screen zones you will first 
need to let AMOS know how many zones you 
need. For example, if you have 1 0 buttons in 
your program menu you will need 1 0 zones, one 
for each button. 

The instruction to set aside the memory 
needed for these zones is, unsurprisingly, 
called Reserve Zone. Reserve Zone needs 
to be followed by the number of zones you 
require. For example: 

Reserve Zone 10 

would reserve memory for your 1 0 buttons. You 
can have as many zones as your current memory 
permits. By the way, Reserve Zone without a 
parameter would erase any previous zones 
created. Some people do a Reserve Zone with 
no parameter first as a matter of course. 

Reserve Zone 
Reserve Zone 10 

This can be useful if you change the amount of 
zones while your program is running. 

Now that AMOS knows how many Zones 
you want, it needs to know exactly where on the 
screen you want the Zones, and the exact size 
of each one. The easiest way around this is to 
use the AMOS Box instruction to draw your 
buttons because the Box instruction uses the 
same coordinate system as the Zones do. 

Box 100,50 To 150,60 
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AMOS 
HMDS 
RMOS 

hmos 

c: 

cdb: 



ro.Hccessories: 
ro.ConpUer: 
ro_Extras: 
ro.Systen: 



IPS: 
vs: 



1: 
env: 

ENVRRC. 

FONTS: 

InageFX: 

KEYfiBPS: 

L: 

LIBS: 
LOCALE: 
PRINTERS: 
Ran Disk: 



[SYS: 



Parent 



Cancel 



Power Procedures gives you a 
new-look file requester. 



"To the uninitiated, 
incorporating 
buttons in AMOS 
programs must 
seem daunting." 



AGA extension 



In our first AMOS tutorial In Issue 56 
(December 1995), we told you that the 
AGA extension for AMOS was available 
from Amiganauts. Well, F1 Licenceware 
are now selling this extension and it 
won't cost you £9.99 as we originally 
said, because F1 have reduced the price 
to £3.99. For further information call 
them on ' 01392 493580. 
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The above line will draw a box on the screen. 
The first parameters are the X and Y 
coordinates of the top left-hand corner of the 
box, in this case the box will start at 100 pixels 
across the screen and 50 pixels down the 
screen. The second pair of numbers are for the 
bottom left-hand corner of the box, the 150 is 
across the screen and the 60 down the screen. 
This means we will have a box 50 pixels wide 
and 1 0 pixels high. As Zone uses the same 
coordinates system as Eox, we already know 
the coordinates we need to set the Zone. 
So, our next task is to set up the Zone. 

Set Zone 1,100,50,150,60 

Set Zone stores the coordinates of the zone in 
the memory reserved for you by Reserve Zone. 
The first number (l) in the Set Zone line is the 
ID number of the Zone; you will usually start at 1 
and add to this sequentially, for example: 

Set Zone 1,100,50,150,60 
Set Zone 2,100,90,150,100 
Set Zone 3,100,130,150,140 

With a little thought you can use a For Next 
loop to draw your boxes and set your Zones, 
like this: 

Reserve Zone 10 
B=50: C=60 
For A=l To 10 

Box 100, B To 200, C 
Set Zone A,100,B To 150, C 

Add B,40: Add C,40Next A 

The above routine would draw 1 0 boxes and set 
their Zones. 

So far, then, we know how to draw a very 
basic button using the Box instruction and how 
to let AMOS know where each box is. We now 
need a simple routine to check when the mouse 
pointer is inside a Zone and whether the user 
has clicked a mouse button in a Zone. 

Do 

MZ=Mouse Zone 

If MZ>0 and Mouse Key=l 

Home: Print "You clicked on Zone 
*;MZ,-" " 
End If 
Loop 

MZ is a variable that holds the ID number of the 
screen zone the mouse pointer is currently in. 
The If part checks that the mouse pointer is in 
a Zone and if it is, it also checks the user has 
clicked the left mouse button (Mouse Key). If 
both of these conditions are met, then a 
message is printed on screen confirming the 
Zone that was clicked on. After printing the 
message, or if either of the conditions fail, then 
the program loops back to the Do part of the 
Do-Loop structure and starts all over again. 

I have produced a very simple program to 
help newcomers to understand how Zones work 
and, in turn, understand how the program 
"10_Buttons.AMOS" works too. 

You will find the listings on this month's 
Coverdisk in the Programming Zone (see page 
1 0 for more info). ■ 
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Call our Order Hotline on 01225 822511 



Turbotech Clock Cartridge 

Your Amiga will always know 
what day it 

is with this handy -^r A* la 

device - even after 
it has been 
switched off! Once 
the supplied software 
is installed, boot-up 
and the time and date 
are already set. Fits into 
the disk drive port (or on 
the back of your second drive). 




Description 


Turbotech Clock Cartridge 


RRP 


£19.99 


AS price 


£17.99 


Ordor code 


ASCLO 


Special subscribers price 


£16.99 



Magnum RAM 8 

Make your Amiga more than twice as fast 
with a Magnum RAM 8 accelerator card. Free 
with every Magnum order comes a copy of 
Opus 4.12, worth £50. 



Description 


Magnum RAM 8 0Mb 


AS price 


£55,99 


Order code 


AFS/MR 


Special subscribers price 


:■ . ■ : 


Description 


Magnum RAM 8 2Mb 


AS price 


£115.00 


Order code 


AFS/MR 


Special subscribers price 


r i ;o.oo 


Description 


Magnum RAM B 4Mb 


AS price 


£169.00 


Order code 


AFS/MR 


Special subscribers price 


£164.00 



Mouse 'n' Mat 

At last! A quality replacement mouse at a 
bargain price, complete with mouse mat. 
The 260dpi resolution mouse is 100 per cent 
Amiga- (and Atari ST-) compatible and both 
buttons are fully micro-switched for 
maximum 
performance. 




Description 


Mouse W Mat 


AS price 


£12.99 


Order code 


ASMM 


Special subscnbws price 


£11.99 




Photogenics 

There can't be a single Amiga owner who 
isn't aware of this powerful package and the 
incredible impact that it has had on the 
Amiga scene. The most talked about image 
manipulation package ever also gives you 
the creative freedom of a traditional paint 
program. Check out our Photogenics 
tutorials (AS48 to AS54) and find out what 
this great program can do (for back issues, 
call « 01225 822511). And you could, of 
course, get hold of Amiga Format issue 69 
and try out the demo on the Coverdisk. 



Description 


Pholoyenics 


AS price 


£54.95 


Order code 


ASH502 


Special subscribers pnce 


£49.95 






save 
£10 



Directory Opus 5 

The latest incarnation of this 
powerful and well-designed 
file manager received 92 per 
cent and an AS Star buy award in issue 51 (for 
back issues, call « 01225 82251 1). Directory 
Opus 4 was brilliant and version 5 is no 
exception. Now this program can be yours for 
£10 less than the RRP of £59.99. 



Description 


Directory Opus 5 


AS price 


£49.95 


Order code 


ASOPU 


Special subscribers price 


£45.95 
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Music-X 2 

Music-X 2 is a full MIDI sequencing package 
for controlling synthesizers, drum machines 
and any other MIDI equipment, or you can 
use it with internal Amiga samples. 



Description 


Music-X 2 


RRP 


£149.99 


AS price 


£49.99 


Order code 


ASMX2 


Special subscribers price 


£46.99 
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Ami-FileSafe 

The new standard filing system for the 
Amiga. Not only does Ami-FileSafe achieve 
greater speed and efficiency than FFS, it also 
brings the extra security of a filing system 
that can survive Guru meditations and 
crashes without causing disk block errors. 



Dr. i npliim 


Ami-FileSate 


AS price 


£69.75 


Order code 


ASAFS 


Special subscribers price 


£65.75 








Digita Organiser 

An Amiga Shopper Star buy, after using 
this program you'll wonder how you ever 
kept your appointments in order. Easy to 
use, but full of features, this is truly the 
king of electronic filofaxes. 



Description 


Digita Organiser 


AS price 


£34.99 


Order code 


ASDO 


Special subscribers pnce 


£31.99 
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DICE 3.01 

Save over £30 when you buy the complete 
version of our DICE Coverdisk from issue 47. 
The full package comes on five disks, with a 
450-page manual, and new features, 
including: no limit on the number of 
procedures in each file; a revision control 
system; link libraries for 1.3, 2 and 3; extra 
link libraries; higher maths functions such as 
FPU; support for bitfields, pragmas, etc. 



Description 


Dice 3.01 


RRP 


£129,99 


AS price 


£98.95 


Order code 


ASS01 


Special subscribers pnce 


£94.95 



Communicator III 

Turn your CD 32 into a CD-ROM drive. If 
you've got at least 1Mb Chip RAM and 
Kickstart 2 or 3, you can use Communicator 
on your Amiga and connect your CD 32 with 
the serial port leads provided. 

Communicator III also includes AGA 
Viewer (you can use it to view CD pictures 
and animations in 16.7 million colours), 
Virtual CD (to select which menu the CD 
boots with), and lots more. 



Description 


Communicator III 


AS price 


£69.99 


Order code 


AS505 


Special subscribers price 


£66.99 
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A500+ and A600 
1 Mb RAM upgrades 

If you have less than 2Mb RAM, you are at a 
serious disadvantage. Why not upgrade at 
this low price? These boards for the A500 
Plus and the A600 plug into the Amiga's trap 
door connector. Built to the highest 
standards, thev are guaranteed for a year. 



Description 


A600/A500+ 1Mb RAM Upgrade 


AS price 


A600 price £29.99 


Order code 


AF6H1M 


AS price 


ASOO Plus price £29.99 


Order code 


AFSP1M 


Special subscribers pnce 


£29.99 each 



Personal Paint 6.1 and 
Personal Fonts Maker 2 

Take advantage of our special AS offer and 
get the excellent Personal Paint, plus the 
bitmap font editor, Personal Fonts Maker. 




Personal Paint is a paint, image 
processing and animation program, an ideal 
graphics package for programmers and the 
more serious Amiga users. Personal Fonts 
Maker offers support for standard mono 
and colour fonts, as well as outline fonts 
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and AGA screen modes. 
Using the same graphics 
engine as Personal Paint 
the program allows you to 
create bit-mapped fonts of your own, 
which you can colour and use for posters, 
business stationary and so on. PFM is 
easy to use, has many features and the 
results are pretty impressive. Now you can 
get both these great programs for a bargain 
price of £49.95. 



Description 


Personal Paint and 




Personal Fonts Maker 


RRP 


£59.95 


AS price 


£49.95 


Order code 


ASHPP 


Special subscribers price 


£46.95 



Amiga Shopper reader offer form 



Subscribers: Please place a Q before each order code. 
Name 



Address 



Post Code 



Phone Number_ 



Description 



Total order 



Price 



_Order Code" 



Method of payment (please circle) Access Visa Cheque PO 



AS58 



Please make cheques payable to: Future Publishing Limited 

All prices include posting, packing and VAT 
Credit Card no 



Expiry Date 



Send this form to: Amiga Shopper, 

Future Publishing Limited, 
Freepost (BS4900), 
Somerton, Somerset TA11 6BR 

Do not send cash. Use the methods of payment listed above. EEC 
customers registered for VAT, please quote your registration number: 



Customers outside the UK add £4.00 for overseas delivery. 

I I Tick here if you don't want to receive special offers from other 

specially-selected companies. 

* Subscribers - place a Q in front of your order number, please. AMS/58 
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PD Select 



David Taylor 




Dave slaps on the suntan lotion as he prepares for his holiday and wades through a mountain of PD 
disks that even The Shamen would have trouble moving. Undeterred, he dives in... 



Things seem to be accelerating 
in the PD world at the 
moment with more varied 
offerings appearing all the 
time. Please keep the 
submissions flowing in because we want 
to offer the broadest selection possible. 

The X-Files Vols 1 &2 

The X-Files is a series that's gradually won me 
over. Sure, it has some ropy episodes and a 
tedious long-term plotline, but on the whole it's 
one of the best sci-fi series for years. Still, I 
wasn't sure that I wanted to look at two disks 
packed with text files about the series, probably 
containing a load of rubbish only really of 
interest to very sad people. Sorry to be blunt, 
but I have a life and better things to do. So, I 
was pleasantly surprised to find that these disks 



are actually the "real" X-Files, as it were. They 
are a compilation of text files from various 
sources concerning all things paranormal 
and alienesque. 

There are two ways you can view these type 
of things. Either you can read them and go 
"Wow, they really are out there", or you can read 
them with scepticism, interest and an open 
mind. The first is, frankly, gullible - particularly 
when the files contain lines like "The Pleiadians 
are a collective of extraterretrials from the star 
system The Pleiades." Yeah, right. The second is 
much more akin to the Mulder and Scully of the 
TV series and slightly more realistic. 

As such, these X-Files make an interesting 
read and offer some interesting theories. They 
are slightly too emphatic for my liking; they are 
perhaps too based on the initial acceptance of 
UFOs to be objective. However, they are 
definitely worth a read if you've got a passion for 



the unusual. As far as value goes, both disks 
have all the data powerpacked to get as much 
on as possible which is most laudable. 

One small point is that the second disk 
had a non-standard bootblock for no reason I 
could fathom. Just to be on the safe side, I 
removed it, but I do wish that - unless there is 
a specific reason to do otherwise - people 
would use standard bootblocks. It makes 
us a lot less jumpy. 



Verdict: 80% 



Blowing Brain 

This demo is for AGA Amigas only. It starts off 
promisingly, but ends up offering just a few too 
many swirling faces to be judged very highly. 
There's no doubt that the programmers are 
talented, and there's one part with a ball lit by 
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The X-Files Vols 1 & 2 
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Diskmag 


El .50 


Smileys PD 


See PD directory 
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Blowing Brain 
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Smileys PD 


See PD directory 
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Morse Code Trainer 


one 


Educational 


£2 


John J. Cassar 


See page 75 


90% 
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Tin Bin AGA Utils 24 


one 


Utilities 


£1 + 50p 


Mon PD 


01248 714591 


96% 
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Master Control Prog (disk U1 156) 


one 


Utility 


£1.50 


Kew-ll 


0181 657 1617 


90% 


75 


LunchPak11 


one 


Demos 


75p 


Smileys PD 


See PD directory 


90% 
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Midnight (diskU11SS) 


one 


Utility 


£1.50 


Kew-ll 


0181 657 1617 


90% 


76 


Spelling School (disk A1 11 2) 


one 


Educational 


£1.50 


Kew-ll 


0181 657 1617 


65% 
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Navigator 2 (disk 3927) 


two 


Applications 


£2 +50p 


17Bit 


01924 366982 


99% 


76 


Graphic Workbench (disk 3930) 


two 


Utility 


£2 + 50p 


17Bit 


01924 366982 


84% 


77 


Tee To Green (disk 3924) 


one 


Utility 


£1 + 50p 


17Bit 


01924 366982 


70% 


77 


Ultra Aces & FinAcc (disk 3929) 


one 


Applications 


£1 + 50p 


17Bit 


01924 366982 


90% 
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Lyapunov (disk 3938) 


one 


Application 


£1 + 50p 


17Bit 


01924 366982 


78% 


78 


CLI Zone 1995/1 


one 


Utilities 


£1.50 


Professional PD 


See PD Directory 


70% 


78 


Virus Workshop (disk 3919) 


one 


Utility 


£1 + 50p 


17Bit 


01924 366982 


95% 


78 


Iconographies 


one 


Utility 


£1.50 


Kew-ll 


0181 657 1617 


96% 
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Speed 8 


one 


Demos 


£1 + 50p 


Mon PD 


01248 714591 


90% 
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Phreaking Only 5 


one 


Diskmag 


£1 + 50p 


Mon PD 


01248 714591 


73% 


81 


Midicraft Samples 8 


one 


Samples 


£2.50 


Seasoft 


01903 850378 


80% 


82 


Nothing But AMOS 8 


one 


Diskmag 


£4.50 


Seasoft 


01903 850378 


80% 


82 


Kids Only 


one 


Applications 


£10 


Seasoft 


01903 850378 


90% 


82 


Midicraft Mag 8 


one 


Diskmag 


£2.50 


Seasoft 


01903 850378 


90% 


82 


AMOS AGA Extension 


one 


Utility 


£3.99 


F1 Licenceware 


01392 438802 


N/A 


82 


Touch Typing Tutor 


one 


Application 


£3.50 


Horizon ©Season" 


01903 850378 


90% 


82 



Some prices include P&P; buying more than one disk from a PD house is likely to reduce the price per disk; check compatibility of program with PD house before purchasing. 
More information on all the PD houses and their prices can be found in the PD Directory on the.Coverdisk, including their postal addresses and payment details. 
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Blowing Brain is a full-disk demo that has some reasonable 
effects, but won't win any prizes. 





several orbiting globes that is very i 
However, overall, we've seen all this before. 

It seems that the demo scene, after a real 
burst of life and originality, has once more 
settled into a predictable swirl of colours. Time 
for a change. 



Verdict: 70% 



Morse Code Trainer 

This is a really useful program. First, 
it offers a full range of ways of 
learning the Morse Code. Second, it 
can be used to severely piss off the 
rest of the office by going "be-beep- 
beep-be be-beep beep-be be-be-be". Send your 
ideas as to what that means on a postcard to 
"Morse Code Obscenities" at the usual addressl 

Seriously, though, this is an area of 
education where the computer excels. It is ideal 
for teaching a language consisting entirely of 
dots and dashes. The screen shows you this 
visual interpretation as well as making the audio 
sounds. There are several speeds so you can 
specify the number of words per minute. This is 
the answer to your prayers if you're trying to 
learn Morse Code. 

You may wonder how much use Morse is in 
these days of instant communications, but 
imagine that you were kidnapped by the evil 
mega-corporation hyped by Amiga Power and 
wanted to communicate with the person in the 
next cell by tapping on the pipes. Then, you will 
be very glad of this program. Well, only if the 



Horse Code Trainer 



person in the next cell has learnt their Morse 
Code too, of course. 

Anyway, this is a great program and we 
shall be trying to put it on to next month's 
Coverdisks, because the author says we can. If 
you can't wait that long, it can be obtained from 
PD Houses or the author himself, for £2, from: 
John J. Cassar, 31 St. Mungo Avenue, 
Townhead, Glasgow G4 OPG. The registered 
version costs £5 and comes with another of the 
author's programs free. 



Verdict: 90% 



Star buy 



Tin Bin AGA Utils 24 

WZITFcHj ' ' ove disks like this, where someone 

0has actually put quite some effort 
into packing as many utilities on to a 
single disk as possible. This disk has 
1 0 utilities crunched on. Some of the 
programs have been included on our own 
Subscribers' disks, but if you don't receive that 
disk, then it must make this disk even more 
attractive. Amongst the utilities are Ordering, a 
brilliant file manager, and Font View, the update 
of the program that allows you to examine all 
your fonts. Both of these are very good. There's 
also a very fast JPEG viewer and Remind 1.5, 
the smart electronic diary. BootWriter is another 
excellent program for checking bootblocks - a 
good way of avoiding some viruses. 

All in all, this disk is excellent. The collection 
has at least five programs that serious PD users 
should check out. Needless to say, as you can 



You pressed the letter X or x, 

For quick learning this letter is 
grouped uith the letter P 

These letters invert each other, 



5 



t mental L 




Send one of these codes bv pressing 



Morse Code Trainer is an ideal 
way to learn the language of 
dots and dashes. 
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guess from the title, the disk is aimed at AGA 
users, so you should have a minimum of an 
A1 200. The most minor of minor gripes - given 
the OS needed couldn't we have used PPGuide 
or similar as a viewer instead of PPMore, which 
would have made it better for reading the 
AmigaGuide documentation properly? 



Verdict: 96% 



Star buy 




Master Control Program 

MCP is a commodity designed to 
offer a number of functions within 
a single program, like MultiCX. 
Because it comes with its own 
Installer script, it's very easy to 
install on to your system. 

The program can be started by double- 
clicking on the icon, which means it can simply 
be put into the WBStartUp drawer so that it 
works every time. The different functions, like 
screen blankers or simple extras such as 
switching off drive clicking, are accessed 
through a separate Preferences program. 

This program is easy to use and has five 
"pages" of options - you can see that it's 



The PD directory 



You will notice 
references to the PD 
directory in the "Who, 
what, when, where etc" 
boxout. This directory 
used to be printed in 
the mag, but had to be 
in very small text 
because of the amount 
of information it contained. To solve this, we 
have updated and recompiled the list and 
put it on our Coverdisks as a text file in the 
Information Zone. 

The Information Zone contains both the 
PD Directory and the list of User Groups 
(which also used to be in the issue). They 
are both in two formats, AmigaGuide and 
ASCII. The AmigaGuide enables you to point 
and click your way to the information, 
making ft much easier to find the details you 
require. Read the ReadMe file for more 
information. See page 12 for details. 
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powerful. Many of the separate options have sub 
menus - i.e. which screen blanker do you want 
to use, etc. This program is Freeware, so 
registering costs no more than an E-mail 
message or stamp. For this you'll get the 
updates of the program sent to you when they 
become available. MCP requires MUI. 



Verdict: 90% 



Star buy 



LunchPak 11 

This collection of demos and chiptunes is not 
really as impressive as the last. There are fewer 
actual intros on here, because they are mostly 
64K demos, and the quality is below that of the 
earlier issue we reviewed. 

There are also quite a few chiptunes, and 
the whole disk is held together with a good 
front-end, which extends to the chiptunes. 



LunchPak 11 has some reasonable intros, 
but isn't a patch on the earlier edition we 
reviewed. Nice front-end, though. 



Everything runs directly from the disk which is a 
substantial achievement considering how much 
stuff has been packed on. 

You're getting far more than just a single 
disk - some of the 64K demos are actually 
more than 500K unpacked. There's also a 
bonus directory containing a nifty module. 



Verdict: 70% 



Midnight 

Screen blankers are very popular 
utilities. And Midnight is a very 
competent program that comes in 
two parts, the program itself and the 
preferences editor. The big 
difference with this blanker is the inclusion of a 
module player. So, when the screen blanks, the 
module is loaded and plays. 
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Spelling School looks a bit dated and sounds 
as if the teachers are on drugs. 

There are loads of blankers, and the 
aquarium is really snazzy. Each blanker has a 
couple of options, including whether you want a 
module to be attached (there are three modules 
supplied, but you can use any Protracker 
module). You can set the time delay before 
blanking the screen (and the mouse pointer). 

Midnight is one of the best and most 
versatile blankers, but the $1 5 registration fee 
might be a little too high to get the response 
that the program deserves. 



Verdict: 90% 



Star buy 



Spelling School 

This is an educational title designed to help 
youngsters improve their spelling. The program 
sets itself out with a school-like front-end. You 
have to enroll with the secretary, who looks 
stupid and then choose the level you want to 
work at. The teacher introduced himself to me 
as "Sir" and looked as silly as the secretary. It 
might seem niggling and beside the point, but 
children will find it a bit lame, which isn't going 
to encourage them to use the program. 

A more fundamental problem is that the 
program uses the innate speech capabilities of 
the Amiga, i.e. narrator-driven voices. I had more 
problems working out what the "teacher" said 
than I did spelling it. Luckily, you can repeat a 
word, but even so, the limitations placed on the 
program by the abilities of the Amiga's speech 
hamper the overall success of Spelling School. 
I'd give it a B-, could do better. 



Verdict: 65% 



Navigator 2 




I am about to get really excited about 
a program, so if you find this sort of 
gushing praise embarrassing then 
skip to the next review. Hands up if 
you remember the original Navigator. 
Well, it wasn't all that long ago, but I always felt 
that it didn't receive all the coverage it deserved. 
Hopefully, this version will do better. 

Navigator allows you to wander around a 
3D landscape in any dimension using the 
mouse. The whole landscape is generated in 
real-time (which is why you need a 68020 
minimum [I'd say and A1200 at least, because 
you really want the AGA chipset]). It is very 
smooth and you can spend hours looking 
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Navigator is the must-buy of the month. 
Although it runs fine on an AT 200, owners of 
accelerated Amigas will find it even better. The 
package consists of the second version of 
Navigator, a program that allows you to wander 
around 3D worlds in real-time, and two fully 
usable titling program demos. Suddenly you 
can easily spin and move 3D text and IFF 
images. I loved it so much, my head fell off. 




around the numerous "worlds" that come with 
the program. There are two versions included, 
for PAL and NTSC machines. 

This version of Navigator can use pre- 
defined scripts when you run it from the CLI 
(although you can use the main program directly 
from Workbench), so that it loads the world and 
flies you around it by itself. 

Now, I've got to say, I would have awarded 
this program a Star buy by itself, but the 
package comes on two disks and the second 
extras disk contains another two programs (one 
of which is archived to fit it on). These two 
programs are a fully usable demo of a 3D titler, 
which prints "Demo Version" in the background 
to encourage you to register. 

You can enter the text that you want to 
appear on the screen and then set "keys". Each 
key shows where you want the text to be at that 
point in time during playback, defining position 
and rotation. The program then calculates the 
smoothest way to move the text between the 
points and off you go. 

The other program, NWiper, does much the 
same as the titler except it works with IFF 
images over the text. 

This is an absolute must for A1 200 owners. 
It has a program that shows you what is 



Graphic Workbench is an easy 
to install set of Workbench 
backdrops and icons. There 
are plenty of different topics to 
choose from and it also comes 
with de-installer scripts. 
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possible and also offers you practical uses. The 
titling software is ideal for amateurs and novices. 
I deducted one point because the default tool 
on the icon was wrong (in honesty, I've had to 
really struggle to find a gripe at all - that's the 
worst I could do). 



Verdict: 99% 



Star buy 



Graphic Workbench 

Collections of backdrops are all well and good, 
but they can be fiddly to install and a bit of a 
pain to test out. This two-disk pack takes a lot of 
pain out of the process, but it still has a few 
annoying quirks. There are several backdrops 
and icons to use, which install themselves 
using the standard Installer. Your original 
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versions are moved and stored and a 
de-installer script and icon are added, so 
removing the new versions is easy. 

The problems arise because several 
criteria have to be met before the Installer will 
work, e.g. sufficient room on your hard drive 
(this collection is for hard drive users only). 
Normally, this wouldn't matter, but every time 
you load this Installer, you have to sit through 
an intra, which becomes a real bore the sixth 
time round. It is also a good job that I like the 
new icon system it has installed, because the 
de-installer didn't seem to remove it. 

The problems are worth setting aside 
though, because the new Workbenchs are 
fun and colourful and this is the most painless 
way of installing them that I've come across. 
Oh, and you get quite a selection packed on to 
just two disks. 



Verdict: 84% 



Tee To Green v14 

Version 1 4? There are programs that develop 
and grow and become so complex that they go 
through many incarnations. This isn't one. 
Version 1 4 suggests that 1-13 were seriously 
bugged. Still, this version seems stable enough, 
so what does it do? 

Tee To Green is designed to let you enter 
in the details of your golf course, such as the 
length and par. Then you can keep putting 
(geddit, 'putting') your scores in after each 
round. It's a specialised database really. It 
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I have decided to take a different tack this 
month. After Amiga Format put Real 3D on 
their Coverdisks (November 1995), I started 
to rekindle my interest in the program, but 
being the artistic reject that I am, I found 
that I had to rely on other people's models 
to play with. 

Scouring the Internet, I have found some 
scenes that are pretty neat and I thought I 
would let you in on the secret too, so that 
you can also make better use of what was a 
superb giveaway. 



20's Rocket Ship 

This object is one of the rocket ships that you 
see in all the old sci-fi series. Being a bit of a 
fan of the repeats when I was a child (yes, I am 
young enough not to remember them the first 
time round [smug grin]), I had to take a look. 

Like the first two, you load this as an 
animation scene before messing around. 
The model is quite simple, but it's still a nice 
object to play with and it does look very much 
like the original models. If you want to render a 
poster-type thing, this is the ticket. (Requires 
Real 3D version 1 +) 

Source: Aminet/pix/real3 
Archive: dandare.lha 



Verdict: 85% 




does the job, but leaves quite a bit to be 
desired aesthetically (i.e. it looks a bit crap). 
Functional, but not awe-inspiring. 



Verdict: 70% 



Ultra Accounts & FinAcc 

The lead program on this disk, Ultra 
Accounts, was included on our 
Coverdisk back on issue 52, so I'm 
not going to dwell on it here. It's a 
very good accounts package (still) 
and worth investigating if you don't have that 
copy of Amiga Shopper. 

However, there is a second program on 
here which is equally interesting. Called FinAcc, 
it is an AMOS program, which is off-putting to 
start with because of the stigma that bad 
programming in AMOS has caused. In fact, this 
program is one of the ones that shows what can 
really be done with AMOS. It has a professional- 
looking interface and requesters and has a lot of 
features that allow you to enter quite detailed 
accounts. As such, it could feasibly be used for 
a little more than just your standard home 
accounts. It even allows for different VAT codes. 



The program is not 1 00 per cent intuitive to use, 
so you have to either play for a bit or, shock 
horror, read the manual. 

Two top programs that are ideal as starters 
for sorting out your money matters. You may 
already have one, which might detract a little, 
but if not, this is a disk to be ordered. 



Verdict: 90% 



Star buy 



Lyapunov II 

Fractals, love or hate 'em? Well, if you are one 
of the former, then here's a program for you. It's 
not new, but I've not seen it before. It's not as 
complex as Fractal Universe (AS57), but it's 
instantly assessable and allows you to work on 
the same screen as the fractal. There are lots of 
different types of fractals supplied and also a 
set of example pictures for you to take a look at. 
Lyapunov II is very easy to use and can be fun, 
but I've got to conclude that Fractal Universe, 
albeit slower because of its complexity, is the 
better of the two. You also gel a bonus of a 
Minesweeper clone game on this disk. 



Verdict: 78% 
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FinAcc is the second 
program on the Ultra 
Accounts disk, but 
doesn't play second 
fiddle to it. 
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CLI Zone 1995/1 

This is a strange release. On the one hand, it is 
powerpacked to gain maximum space and 
contains around 60 CLI utilities. As such, it's 
got a lot going for it. Many of the CLI commands 
have been included on Coverdisks, but that 
doesn't necessarily detract from the worth of a 
collection. What does though is the fact that 
some of the programs are versions from years 
ago. I have no idea where they dug up their 
version of SnoopDOS for example. 

If you are a Shell user, then you may already 
have many of the more useful commands. If you 
are only just getting to grips with the CLI, then 
this has some of the useful small additions. 

I get the feeling that some of the best CLI 
commands, which may be larger in size, have 
been forsaken in order to get a bigger number 
of programs packed on. And I'm not sure that 
was for the best. Quality above quantity and 
only the two together if you can manage it. 

All in all, it's an adequate compilation and I 
wouldn't want to deter the appearance of a 
second volume. 



Verdict: 70% 



Virus Workshop 5.5 

After last month's feature on viruses, 
I was glad to see yet another 
updated virus program. This time 
Virus Workshop has been improved 
to such a standard that it is 
unmissable. It can now check any device, all 
files; it will check the memory vectors and can 
also check LHA and LZX archives. 

Right, there are a couple of little points. 
First, read the manual. This is a must. I didn't 
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Monk 

There's not that many Lightwave objects 
available on Aminet and I have to struggle to 
find interesting ones for the Coverdisks. It 
might be that Imagine is just the most popular 
program for 3D on the Amiga amongst the 
hobbyists and therefore other programs don't 
get much of a look-in. Monk struck me at first 
as a rather odd top half of some sort of oriental 
monk). Then I realised it was upside down! It's 
actually a cowled monk and as such is a little 
mundane, because it's a hooded figure. Still, 
it's not at all bad. If you fancy playing around 
with a humanoid object, it is a complex one and 
worth investigating. (Requires Lightwave) 

Source: Aminet/gfx/3dobj/ 
Archive: monk.lha 



Verdict: 80% 



Car 

This second scene is included on 
the Coverdisks this month as 
well. When I took a look, I was 
bemused as to why the object has 
been supplied as a scene, and that 
there is no background. Oh well. 
It's not as good as the room, but the car is a 
lovely model (in all senses) and despite a 
section that doesn't quite fit properly, it's still 




a good object to play around with. (Requires 
Real 3D version 1 +) 



Source: Aminet/gfx/3dobj/ 
Archive: dlcar.lha 



Verdict: 90% 



Star buy 



Room 




This was one of the first scenes that 
I found and it is definitely one of 
the best. It is a full room, complete 
with furniture and carpets and even 
a plant. It takes some time to render 
at any quality, but even rendering 
the scene exactly as it is given to you is 
satisfying. Because you load the scene, you do 
have to redirect the program so that it can find 
the correct textures, but as these are supplied, 
it's easy enough. This scene proves just how 
impressive the results can be from what is quite 
an old program. Lovely. And, you'll be pleased 
to hear, thanks to co-inciding deadlines, there 
was time to get this scene on to this month's 
Coverdisks - you can find it in the 3D Zone. 
(Requires Real 3D version 1 +) 



Source: Aminet/gfx/3dobj/ 
Archive: d2room.lha 



Verdict: 95% 



Star buy 




Lyapunov II is a pretty 
cool fractal program 
with lots of options. 
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and I ended up wiping my Virus Workshop 
disk with the program. This was entirely my 
fault (although I think a warning by the program 
itsself that it was going to do this would have 
been appreciated). 

When the program checks an archive, it 
requires a temporary directory. I mistakenly 
thought it was looking for some files and 
assigned the directory to the program disk and 
thus it got wiped. 

Another gripe is that if you check the Virus 
Workshop disk itself with the program, it 
doesn't recognise the bootblock. The disk isn't 
installed, or at least that's what AmigaDOS 
thinks and Virus Checker didn't notice anything 
odd about the bootblock. 

The Virus Workshop has become so 
large now that it has been powerpacked in order 
to fit it all on. 
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If you are really serious about your data, 
then every tool you have that can protect it from 
damage is a must-buy. Virus Workshop 5.5 is 
one such must. But remember to read the 
instructions first! 



Verdict: 95% 



Star buy 



Iconographies 

Wt^^n Excellent, excellent, excellent. Blimey, 

0 there are times when you wonder 
just how much good stuff can 
possibly appear in one month. Take 
this selection for example. It's a 
collection of new icons supplied in one large 
archive (trying to fit them on to floppies not 
archived would take up masses of disks 
because there are over 300 icons). 
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The disk is well compiled so that is easy to 
de-archive the program. 

Then when you get there, on top of the full 
and easy to understand documentation, you find 
that there is an excellent Installer that takes all 
the pain out of installing the new icons. Not only 
does it replace the icons, it retains the 
specifications of the original icons, like tooltypes 
and screen position. 

In addition, it goes through each 
replacement and shows you the old icon next 
to the new one to check that you want to install 
it (or you can say "sod it" and make it do the 
whole lot). In addition, this program is 
Freeware and there is a construction kit IFF 
that includes many of the elements used in the 
icons supplied so that you can easily create 
your own new icons. 

Now, normally, I tend to get a bit bored with 
these sort of packages. I mean, OK, the 
standard icons are pretty dull, but they do their 
job and so why bother playing around? This 
system though is easy to install and so colourful 
that I can recommend it with glee. 



Verdict: 96% 



Star buy 
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Virus Workshop 5.5 is excellent Get it now! But 
read the documentation and back up the disk 
before you start 
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NO W EVEN MORE Lowest Priced Top Quality Products omd ^ Gov ™< 

— & Educational 



Including Ribbons, Inkjets, Toners, Disks, Etc 



orders welcome 



Printer Ribbons 



[HACK 


Lull 


21 


St 


JS± 


BLACK 


Lull 


2± 


5- 


ia± 


Amslrad DMP20O0/3O00 


2-80 


265 


2-45 


2-25 


Panasonic KXP1080/1 180/90 


289 


2-74 


254 


234 


Amslrad DMP40O0 


3-66 


J51 


331 


3-11 


Panasonic KXP2I23/2124/2I80 


495 


4-80 


4-60 


4-40 


Amslrad PCW825G/1.Q3500 Fab 


2*5 


2-70 


250 


2-30 


Sdkoslia SL90/92/95/96 


5-70 


5-55 


535 


5-15 


Amslrad PCW9512 M/Slrite 


2-60 


245 


2-25 


205 


SlarLCIO/20/100 


2-29 


2-14 


194 


1*1 


Brother Ml 009/1024/1 109/1 209 


390 


3-75 


3-55 


J35 


Star LC200 


3-00 


245 


2-65 


245 


Clllien I20D/LSP10/SWIH 24/9 


2-85 


2-70 


2-50 


230 


Slar LC24 - 10/20/200 


2-86 


2-71 


2-51 


2-31 


Commodore MPS1220/1230 


450 


4-35 


4-15 


395 


Sloi LC240C. LC24-30 


7-75 


7-60 


7-40 


720 


Epson LQ100 


410 


395 


3-75 


3-55 


Tasan Kaga KP8I0/8I5/9I0/915 


314 


2-99 


279 


259 


Epson LQ2O0/400/5O0 l '80O/85O 


345 


3-30 


310 


2-90 


CQLQUB 


1 oil 


2± 


S± 


lK- 


Epson FX/MX/R.\80/FJi/l.X80(l 


2-90 


2-75 


255 


2-35 


Citizen 224. 240, SwlH 24/9 


11-95 


11410 


11-60 


11 2(1 


Epson LX80/86/90 


212 


1-97 


177 


1-67 


Panasonic KXP2 123/2 124/2 180 


10-63 


10-48 


l»28 


9-88 


Mannesman!! Tally 80/81 


3-90 


375 


3-55 


3-35 


SlarLCIO/20/100 


600 


5-85 


565 


5-25 


NEC Plnwriltr P2200/P2- 


303 


2-88 


2-68 


2-48 


Slar LC200 


978 


9-63 


943 


903 


Okl ML182/183/192/I93/195 


3-17 


3-02 


282 


2-62 


Slar LC24 - 10/20/200 


9-63 


9-48 


9-28 


848 


Panasonic KXPI 123/1 124/1 140 


346 


331 


311 


291 


Slar LC240C, LC24-30 


9-20 


905 


885 


MS 


This is just a small selection of our 


Ribbons - Rinp for those not listed 





Ring us and WE WILL BEAT aU other Ribbon prices 



3i" Disks 
Bulk Branded 





DD 


HD 


DD 


HD 


10 Disks 


S5 


£6 


£6 


£9 


25 Disks 


£10 


£11 






50 Disks 


S16 


£18 


£24 


£36 


100 Disks 


£29 


£33 


£41 


£66 


250 Disks 


£65 


£76 


£96 


£153 


500 Disks 


£125 


£148 


£187 


£288 



All Disks Certified 100% 
ERROR FREE and INCLUDE 
FREE Labels 



Disk Boxes/Drawers 

l.nckallle 3i" jW «/l)rnwers 01 her Hoxes ft Wallels 

100 Capacity Box 5.99 3i" 10 Capacity Boxes 1.50 

50 Capacity Box 4.99 3i" 6 Capacity Wallets 3.99 

200 Capacity Drawer 15.99 LnrkflhlF CD Drawers 

100 Capacity Drawer 13.99 30 Capacity 16.99 



Joysticks & Mice 

Qulckshot Apache I 6.89 Quickshot Python I M I 

Quickshot Aviator 25.99 Quickshot Starlightcr 1 8.49 

Qulckshot Intruder I 2259 Qulckshot Turbo II 8.49 

Quickshot Maverick 1M 12.49 Mouse 11.99 



Dust Covers 



CPUS Monitor 6.49 Monitor 14" -4.99 17" -5.99 

Mini Tower 5.99 Atari ST 3.99 

80 Column Printer 3.99 Amiga 500 3.99 

132 Column Printer 4.99 Amiga 600 359 



PC Keyboard 



3.99 Amiga 12(H) 



3.99 



Inkjet. Bubblejet Cartridg es 



Apple Styiewriter 
Canon BJ lO/Mcx/20 
Canon BJ 30, BJC 70 Blk (Pk3 Refill) 
Canon BJ 200/230 
Canon BJC 600 Black (Double Cap) 
Canon BJC 600 Black (Single Cap) 
Canon BJC 600 Cyan. May or Yellow 
Canon BJC 4000 Black throw away 
Canon BJC 4000 Head. Blk- Col Rellli 
Canon BJC 4000 Black Refill 
Canon BJC 4000 Colour Refill 
Commodore MPS1270 
Epson Stylus 400/H0U 
Epson Stylus Colour Black 
Epson Stylus Colour Colour 
Epson Stylus H20/Colour II/1IS Black 
Epson Stylus 820/Colour If US Colour 
HP Dwk| C t 500/ 1 0/20/40; 50/60 Black 



1 oil 


2^ 


s± 


17-54 


17-24 


16 84 


17-54 


17-24 


16-84 


1520 


14-95 


1460 


1990 


19-50 


19 00 


11-50 


11-25 


10-90 


6110 


5-80 


550 


850 


8-30 


8-00 


29 00 


28-60 


28-20 


42-00 


41-20 


40-60 


8-50 


830 


800 


1450 


14-25 


13-90 


1213 


1193 


1163 


999 


9-79 


949 


14-00 


1375 


13-40 


3000 


2950 


29.00 


King lor prices 


Ring lor prices 


22 00 


2165 


21-25 



HP Deskjet 500/40/50/60 Tri-Colour 
HP DeskJet Portable. 310 
IIP Desk|el 600/660C Black 
HP Desk)et 6O0/66OC Tri-Colour 
HP DeskJet 850C Black 
HP Desk|et 8S0C Trl-Colour 
HP Think|et/Qulet|et 
Olivetti JP350/I50 (Double Cap} Black 
Star SJ48 

Ring for Cartridges n 



Loll 


It 


St 


26-00 


2565 


25 25 


1800 


17-70 


17-30 


26 50 


26-15 


25-75 


2850 


28-15 


27 75 


2600 


25-65 


25-25 


25 00 


24-65 


24 25 


1213 


11-93 


1163 


36 50 


36-O0 


:r,.-.n 


17-54 


1724 


1684 



ol Haled 



Miscellaneous Items 

100 Single Colour 3T Disk Labels 1-99 

1000 Single Colour 3r Disk Labels 8-99 

HI00 Mulli-Colour 3T Disk Labels 9-99 

1000 While Tractor Feed 3." Disk Labels I&99 

ST Disk Cleaning Kit 2-99 

Parallel Printer Cable (1 8m) 3-99 

Mouse Mai 6 mm Thick - 2 99 8 mm Thick - 3-99 

Mouse House 2-99 

2 Piece Universal Printer Stand 5-99 

14715" Optical Glass Screen Filter 16-99 



Paper & Address Labels 

2000 Sheets 1 P x 9i, 60 gram. I box -22-99 

Micro Perforated. Listing Paper 2- boxes-17-99 

500 Single Sheets A4, 80 gram, Laser 1 pack - 9-99 

Paper (suitable (or InkJet printers) 2. packs - 6 99 

Tractor Feed Address Labels. 500 - 4-49 

I across width, 3-" x 1 A" 1 000 - 7-49 



Inkjet/Bubblejet Refill Kits 

Suitable for most Printers 

Tri-Colour Inkjet/Bubblejet Refill Kits 1 6 00 ex 

(20ml o( each colour - I.e. cyan, magenta, yellow) 



large Inkjet/Bubblejet Refill Kits 
(40ml ol any of the (allowing colours) 
Black. Cyan, Magenta. Yellow, Red. Blue, Brown, 
Light Green. Dark Green, and Gold. 
I Pack SI 100. 2. Parks 51060 each. 5- Packs M-HS each. 

King for details if you are not sure if vour 



cartridge can be refilled. 



Laser Toners 



HP Laser|el 11/111 


40.00 eacli 


HP LaserJet IIP/HIP 


45.00 each 


HP LaserJet 4L. 4LM 


50.00 each 


HP LaserJet 4. 4M 


7 LOO each 


IBM 4019. 4028, 4029. 4030 


90.00 each 


Kyocera FIOOO/1010/1200. P2000 


24.00 each 


Kyocera FoOO/820. FS850 


24.00 each 


Oki U1.4O0/8O0 


21 00 each 


Panasonic KXP-1410/4430 


26.00 each 


Panasonic KXP-I4O0/540O 


17.00 each 


Ricoh LP6000/1060 


lO.SOeach 


Sharp JX95O0 


25.00 each 



Ring ; for Toners not listed 



AH Prices INCLUDE VAT (@ 17i%) & FREE UK Delivery 



0 1 543 250377 us or send cheques to: q 1 543 250377 

Owl Associates Ltd, Dept 406, Owl House, 




5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs, WS14 9SE 



VISA 



REPAIRS 



WHILE-U-WAIT!! 

COMPUTERS AND MONITORS 



Attention Dealers 

Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices 
and terms on Repairs, Spares, 
Floppy Drives, Hard Drives, 
CD Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades. 



-FAST TURN AROUND 

• 90 DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS!! 

- E1 0 EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-U-WAIT SERVICE 

• COURIER CHARGES £4.00 1 VAT EACH WAY 

• A1 500/A2000/A3000/A4000 - EQU0TAT10N 



A500, A500+ & A600 



£3995 £49-95 



A1200 



MEMORY 

UPGRADES 



Upgrade to 1 Meg 




ii 



A600 



Upgrade to 9 Meg 

rnsa 



£19.95 I £29.95 



0Mb 8Mb 4Mb 1Mb 
33MHI IN plus Crfltal C39.95 



A1200 ^ 



INTERNAL 
FLOPPY DRIVES 

A500 £29.95 
A600/A1 200 £34.95 



► DRIVES 
FOR A600/A1 «200 

60Mb £59.95 1 70Mb £99.95 340Mb £169.95 

80Mb £69.95 258Mb £199.95 510Mb £249.95 

Call for other capacities and 3.5" hard drives 
All hard drives are pre-formatted, partitioned with 
workbench loaded, and come with 2.5" IDE cable + software 

2.5" IDE Cable + Software £9.95 



CHIPS -5- SPARES 



-2- ACCESSORIES 

RING FOR CHIPS. SPARES AND ACCESSORIES NOT LISTED HERE 



..£15.00 
..CSS.OO 



NctSMROMVU 

KickstartROMVS.04- 

KicksOnROMV2.05 

A500/A500+ Keyboard £50.00 

A60Q/A1 BOO Keyboard £60.00 

Power Supply for A50O/A600/A1200.£30.00 



1 Meg Fatter Agnus £19.00 

S Meg Fatter Agnus £24 00 

.£59.00 Video DAC(A1200) £19.00 

68000 Processor £8 00 

6570 Keyboard Chip £20.00 

Mouse (290dpi) £15 00 



SCAM lead £1500 

Mouse Mat £4.00 

10 Boxed Branded Disks t Labels £6.00 

Printer Cable £6.00 

100 Disk Box £7.00 

Squirrel SCSI Interface £59.00 



flM,TflR £249.95 



CD ROM drive: 



INCLUDING 

SQUIRREL 

INTERFACE 



■ mill ■ a A1200 
APOLLO ACCELERATORS 



PLEASE RING 



RING 



GENLOCKS- 



BEST PRICES 



HOW AVAItABU 



VI 200 without Hard Drive 
Al 200 with 1 70Mb Hard Drive 
Al 200 with 258Mb Hard Drive 



£299,95 Al 200 with 340Mb Hard Drive £449.95 
£369.95 Al 200 with 5l0Mb Hard Drive £545.95 
£399.95 CALL FOR MORE GOOD DEALS 



ANALOG Analogic Computers (UK) Ltd 

ANALOGIC unit 6, Ashway Centre, Elm Crescent, 
/IM^LOGIC Kingston-upon-Thamcs, Surrey KT2 6HH 



New opening times from the New Year: 
Mon-Fri 8.00am-5.30pm, Sat 9.00am-5.00pm 

Tel: 0181 546 9575 Fa* oisi 541 *™ 



* All prices include VAT * All prices subject to charge without notice # Fixed charge for repair does not include disk drive/keyboard. 
★ We reserve the right to refuse any repair * P&P charges C3.50 by Royal Mail or £6.00 + VAT for courier * Please allow 5 working days for cheque clearance 
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ShopperPublic Domain 



David Taylor 



PD Select 



What to ware? 



The Public Domain is a confusing 
and actually incorrect term for a 
whole host of different types of 
ways of releasing programs. 
Here's a brief guide to the types. 

PUBLIC DOMAIN: This software is 
free. You can do anything with it 
Anything at all. Rename it, 
disassemble it, incorporate it into 
new programs, write updates, 
throw it out Some people like to 
then put a note saying "This is 
Public Domain, but..." 
Unfortunately, there are no buts. If 
you label a program PD, that's 
what it is. People may break your 
moral rights if they do something 
you've asked them not to, but 
you're stuck with it 

SHAREWARE: Perhaps the most 
common type of release. 
Programmers take a great deal of 
time over some programs and 
therefore ask for a little 
something in return. 

The Shareware releases tend 
to be the larger programs and 
fees range from £5 to about £20. 
This might sound like quite a bit 
of cash, but with programs of 
quality like ImageStudio, Text 
Engine 5, EdWordPro 5 and 
Freeform, you are getting a 



program that can offer many of 
the trimmings of a commercial 
program for a fraction of the price. 

Many Shareware releases 
have a few limitations built in, 
such as the Save option disabled. 
These are removed in the full 
version which is available by 
registering. Registering often 
takes the form of a keyfile, which 
is a personal file that the program 
will recognise and allow access to 
all the options. 

The advantage of keyfiles is 
that they can be sent to you by 
E-mail - so if you send off the 
registration fee (even abroad), you 
could get the full version within a 
few days. Unfortunately, 
programmers can't expect to make 
that much from Shareware fees 
because few people are prepared 
to send them the money. 

FREEWARE: This is a common 
way of avoiding the lack of control 
PD has. Freeware is generally 
used to ensure the program is not 
modified or sold for profit by the 
unscrupulous - there is normally 
a top amount that can be 
charged for a disk containing the 
program. The program is still tree 
and uncrippled, but it is protected 
from abuse. 



POSTCARDWARE/E-MAILWARE: 
Many authors simply want to 
know how their program is faring, 
how many people are using it, 
whether it has any bugs, or if 
there are any suggestions for 
future versions. They therefore 
ask users to send some form of 
mail to them, telling them what 
they think. 

Despite the fact this only 
costs the price of a stamp, tar too 
few people actually bother to 
register. This is foolish for two 
reasons. Firstly, if you like the 
program, you probably do want to 
see it continue and programmers 
tend to abandon projects if they 
dont think people are interested. 
Secondly, if the program is good 
and the programmer gets a 
positive response, they are far 
more likely to support the Amiga 
with further programs. 

LICENCEWARE: A scheme for 
programmers to effectively get 
fees for programs without the 
hassle of collecting registrations. 
These programs can only be sold 
by official distributors, and like 
full-price commercial programs, 
must not be passed on to friends. 
Currently, there are three 
Licenceware companies, F1, 5D 



and Horizon. This trend is growing 
though and individual PD libraries, 
like Shoah PD, as well as 
individual authors, like Ali Prior, 
are selling their own brands of 
Licenceware. There are more 
details of each in the PD Directory 
on our Coverdisks and in the 
interview with F1 Licenceware in 
AS57. Licenceware has several 
advantages. Authors don't have to 
worry about anything and users 
get a cheaper product, because it 
generates more revenue. 

GIFTWARE: These programs may 
or may not be the full version. 
Either way, the author asks you to 
register, by sending them some 
form of gift. Some ask for specific 
gifts, like CDs, while others Just 
ask you to send them anything 
you can think of. 

???-WARE: There are then all the 
different types of ware, such as 
Beetware (send the user a fresh 
beet). These are largely quite 
jokey, like the one that demands 
that you try and make as much 
money from the program as 
possible and may not pass it on 
for free! On the whole, the authors 
would probably settle for a 
communication of some kind. 




Speed 8 

Speed 8 is another collection of 
packed demos, this time taken from 
the entries at the "Intel Outside" 
party. There are quite a few 64K 
demos and some very good 4K ones 
even. Best of all, there has been a real effort to 
produce intros that don't require the AGA 
chipset or a fast processor so that they run fine 
on an A500+ or A600. 

The front menu is really well presented and 
fits perfectly with the amusing tune that plays 
(I'm not saying any more, you'll have to take a 
look, or listen, yourself). 

I had one of the intros guru the computer, 
but that was on an A1 200. In addition there 
are three chiptunes with the program, 
although my real favourite was the tune that it 
boots up playing. 



Verdict: 90% 



Star buy 
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Speed 8 offers some excellent 
demos packed on to one disk, 
has a cool front-end and boots 
with amusing music. 

Phreaking Only 5 

This is a disk magazine which is dedicated to 
the dubious - well downright illegal actually - 
pastime of phreaking. 



Workbench Screen 

, 

o I Preft 




8 



Iconographies is a fabulous set 
of replacement icons that come 
packed down to save space, 
together with a sensible 
installation system that uses a 
customised icon installer. 
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Phreaking is a joyous hobby involving 
the illegal use of computers and electronics in 
an attempt to deceive the telecommunications 
companies by tampering with their 
telephone systems. 

The articles are largely concerned with 
Stateside happenings and make an interesting 
read. In case you're wondering, Phreaking 
Only doesn't actually give you any information 
on how to phreak. It does, however, detail the 
arrests of several people who have - 
although whether those details are accurate 
is impossible to tell. 

There is also a section concerning PGP 
signatures and how effective they are, which is 
interesting. There's also a great deal of jargon 
and slang and the minimalist front-end confirms 
that this is a diskmag for tech heads. There's 
some interesting stuff on here, but it's a bit 
sparse, generally. 



Verdict: 73% 
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ShopperPublic Domain 



PD Select 



David Taylor 



Licenceware 




Whilst the great Tomato Soup debate rages 
on across the office in Amiga Format, we 
forego the expression of our opinion to bring 
you the reviews of the latest Licenceware 
titles. Is there nothing we won't do for you? 
Well, it depends on the price actually. 



MidiCraft Samples 8 

This disk simply contains 38 sound samples in 
standard Amiga format They are all "classic 
synth instruments and sound effects". They are 
also of a high quality, which explains their size. 
The price is not that much more than many PD 
disks, so if you are looking for these types of 
samples, it's not exactly costing that much. Still, 
it's not the most inspired release ever. 



Verdict: 80% 



Nothing but AMOS 8 

This is the "long-awaited" release of the 
diskmag for AMOS coders. It contains articles, 
graphics, music and samples for use in your 
own AMOS creations. The articles are almost 
non-existent and there are only three graphics 
(which are quite good), two modules (hum) and 
loads of samples, which are at least ideal for 
games. In addition, there is a code directory for 
you to look at. There Is code for games and a 
lottery predictor. It's not bad really. The 
presentation is clean, unlike some diskmags 
and it's easy to find what you're interested in. It 
might not seem to have masses on it, but at 
least what is there is good. 




Verdict: 80% 



Kids Only 

Apparently, this package was 
originally intended for commercial 
release, which I think might have 
stretched it a little bit, but only just. 
It is a collection of seven small 
games for children to play. Like the 
Magic Paint Box that won so much praise, the 
secret to this program's success is the simplicity 
of the idea executed in such a way that it keeps 
kids of all ages playing. 

The dot to dot game for example isn't too 
picky and it understands which dot you mean 
when you click near one. When you complete 
the picture, a tune plays and the numbers 
disappear leaving you with a compete picture to 
colour in. There are several levels too, so you 
can choose how many dots you want. 



Right: Touch Typing 
Tutor could teach you a 
useful skill for the small 
cost of Licenceware. 



Below: Some of the 
pictures supplied on 
Nothing But AMOS 8 
for you to use in your 
own programs. 
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USE "ESC" TO STOP/PPUSE AN EXERCISE 

Drill 11 
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The other games are: Colouring Pad, l-Spy, 
Music Maker, Word Search and Pairs. 

In fact that idea is carried through to all the 
games, so you can have simple or complex 
picture slides for example. What can I say? It 
might not be as fully creative as Magic Paint 
Box, but it will keep the little ones entertained 
on the rainy days. A great purchase for small 
children (or immature adults). 



Star buy 



Verdict: 90% 



MidiCraft Mag 8 

The diskmag for Amiga musicians, 
or so it claims. This is a mag 
compiled by the Amiga musicians 
featured in AS53 and even contains 
some of the advice that they 
supplied then. The editorial is 






Kids Only offers 
seven games to keep 
"them" occupied 
while you do more 
important "things". 



interesting and diverse. There are tutorials for 
beginners and some finished modules. The disk 
also contains some music-related utilities. 

Although the front-end to the mag is easy 
to use and I would recommend this, especially 
at the price, to all musicians who want to feel a 
bit more part of a group or want some tutorials 
even, but why did they use "muchmore" as the 
text reader? Scrolling articles are a pain in the 
neck. Do us a favour, change the text viewer. 



Star buy 



Verdict: 90% 



AMOS AGA Extension 

You might have seen a rather extensive 
advertising campaign for this program by 
AmigaNuts PD. Sadly they are no more, but F1 
has now released the title £6 cheaper than was 
originally intended. It is not a complete set of 
commands because they are still under 
development, but there are 22 on offer so far, 
from AGA Screen Open and AGA Draw Mode to 
AGA Unpack and AGA Text. 

There are full documents for each 
command and some example AMOS programs, 
and an installer. OK, it would be nice if this was 
a completed extension, but the only way it will 
continue to grow is with support, so I can 
understand the premature release. You're 
paying under 20p per command. Decide for 
yourself whether you think it's worth it. 



Verdict: N/A 




Touch Typing Tutor 

Learning to type "properly" is a 
real pain, but it's increasingly a 
necessary employment skill (unless 
you're a journalist). However, there 
are only a few typing tutors 
available and this Licenceware one 
has a lot to commend it. 

There are various exercises to do and you 
can then try your hand at the sample texts. 
There are also options for exercises on specific 
letters that you are having trouble with. The 
screen shows you the words you must type and 
an on-going interpretation of the number of 
words per minute that you are managing. 

The main part of the screen is a rendition 
of the keyboard, showing you which letter you 
should be typing. At the bottom are two hands, 
which show you which finger you should be 
using for the letter. If you get it wrong, the 
computer beeps at you. Although if s written in 
AMOS and doesn't look amazing, this tutor is 
well worth the money. I always find the trouble 
is breaking my two-finger typing habit, but 
maybe I'll give it another go now. 



Star buy 



Verdict: 90% 
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FIXED PRICE ONLY £42*99 >ncl . (A500/*, A600 only) 

* Price includes PARTS, LABOUR, DELIVERY & VAT 

* 90 Day warranty on all repairs [ t ]dV 

* 24 Hour turn-around on most repairs 

* All upgrades purchased from us fitted free with repair 

* Includes FULL DIAGNOSTICS, SERVICE & SOAK test 

* If drive or keyboard need replacing add £10 00 
AMIGA A1200 Repairs only CfZ.99 Fully Inclusive 

I~ SPECIAL OFI 



A500 Motherboard v7 

Fully populated (KS205) 
A570 CD ROM DRIVE 
Works with A500 & A500 Plus 
A500 Internal Drive 



£59-oo 
£65.00 



£219.95 



A500 Plus Motherboard v8 £64.00 | 

Fully populated (KS205) 
EXTERNAL DRIVE £38.99 | 
For A500/A600/A1200 
A600/1200 Internal Drive £35.95 I 



I CHIPS 



8372A1 Meg Agnus 
8375 2Meg Agnus 
LISA (A 1 200 ) 
8374 Alice (A1 200) 
8362 Denlse (A500) 
8373 Super Denise 
5719 Gary 
8520 CIA (A500/>) 
8520 CIA {A600/1200) 
8364 Paula (A500/t) 
8364 Paula (PLCC) 



M4.JO 
£14- JO 
£31.70 
£i*.70 
M.foo 

£18.40 
C7.M 
£11.00 
£11.00 
CK.S4 
Clfc-70 



CHIPS \ CHIPS 



68000 CPU C8-S0 
Video DACIA1 200) £19-50 
Kickslart 1 .2 £4.10 
Kicksurtl.3 £16.80 
Kickslart 2.04 £11.40 
Kickslart 2.05 £19.90 
Kickslart 3.1 (A500) £58.00 
Rom Sharer £15.00 
NEW Modulators £19.50 
Xchangc Modulators £18.00 
All spares are factory NEW and genuine 
Commodore parts. AS come with 12 
months watianty (except chips) 



A500 Keyboard £38.00 

A600 Keyboard £19.00 

A1 200 Keyboard £j4.oo 

A500/600/1200PSU £is.5o 

A2000/A3000 PSU £65.00 

VGA Adaptor £6.50 

2.5 HARD DRIVES P.O.A. 

WE CAN SUPPLY ANY AMIGA 
500/600/1200 SPARE PART 
AND KEEP A FULL STOCK 



Add £1 .50 P&P on chips, £3.00 P&P on Drives & PSUs We reserve the right to refuse repairs | 

mm iiiiiiniii in 

Our Company offer Ifte most competitive dealer n 
dit Mly avallablii. SEND FOR FREE INFORMATION 




t home computere, 
ES CATALOGUE TODAY 



1 



Sendee HOTUE Tel (0116) 2470059 

FAX (0116) 2558643 O 
DART Computer Services (AS) TST W ComputeASeryicex 

105 London Road LEICESTER LE20PF v.t^uHH~£e~t*~~ a division ot d a. computers uj 




FAST AMIGA 

REPAIRS 




FAULTY TROUBLESOME 
COMPUTER?? 

CALL FOR COLLECTION OR 
PERSONALLY DELIVER TO THE 
EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE 
REPAIR OF YOUR AMIGA 

FOR ONLY 

£24*99 + parts 

♦ NO OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE 



WE REPAIR TO COMPONENT LEVEL 

A500, A600, 1200, 1500, 2000, 3000, 4000 & CD32 



* FREE GIFT WITH EVERY REPAIR * I 
PLEASE SPECIFY 



MOUSE MAT □ 

MOUSE HOLDER □ 

DISK CLEANING KIT □ 

ADD £5 REPLACE MOUSE □ 

ADD £5 JOYSTICK SEGA STYLE 



BARGAIN HARD DRIVES 


FITTED 85 500Mb 


... Call 


EXCHANGE SERVICE 




MODULATORS 


£19-50 


PSU 


£19-50 


DISK DRIVES 


£25-50 


KEYBOARDS 


.£25-50 




*95% SUCCESS RATE ON ALL COMPUTERS 
*DOOR TO DOOR COLLECTION OF YOUR COMPUTER 
ANYWHERE IN THE UK 

142 TANNER STREET, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SE1 2HO 

Call FAST on 0171 252 3553 

E-MAIL PETER@FASTCOMP.DEMON.CO.UK 




D-R0M...CM0M...C CD-ROM...! ..O-HftJMMLMHUMl 




Aminet Set 2 



AMINET® SET 2, doled November 1995, 
consists of approximately 4 gigabytes of 
software in 12.000 archives. Whether you 
like applications, games, communications 
or programming, the SET gives you all you 
need. Easy to use index files and search 
facilities make accessing it a pleasure. 

120 MB Utilities 

270 MB Documents 

40 MB text software 

75 MB Business software 

630 MB Pictures & animations 

170 MB Graphics software 

150 MB Miscellaneous 

630 MB Graphics & sound demos 

250 MB Games 

110 MB Development software 

10 MB Disk/HD tools 

5 MB Hardware related 

840 MB Music modules 

150 MB Communications 

30 MB Music software f%^X^ 





Aminet 9 



Aminet® CD 9, dated December 1995, 
contains more thanl gigabyte (uncom- 
pressed) of software in thousands of 
archives. Since the release of Aminet® CD 
8 more than 500 MB new software has 
appeared. The current edition has a 
special focus on games. Nearly 1,000 
breathtaking games were included. 



1 9 MB Business software 

36 MB Communications 

84 MB Graphics & sound demos 

23 MB Development software 

3 MB Disk/HD tools 

129 MB Documents 

327 MB Games 

34 MB Graphics software 

1 MB Hardware related 

46 MB Miscellaneous 

156 MB Music modules 

9 MB Music software 

106 MB Pictures & animations 

10 MB text software 

28 MB Utilities - 



E-Paint 

World ^ 



ft 



XiPaint V3.2 



XiPaint is a leading edge, 24-bit point pro- 
gram. It's suited to the demands of novice 
and expert alike, and within a short time, 
you too will be able to produce colourful 
and creative art in 16.8 million colours. 
This version of XiPaint provides a profes- 
sional paint program at an unbeatable 
price/ performance ratio. 
Overview of Features: • Diverse paint 
functions including colour, contrast and 
saturation adjustment ■ Mask, outline, 
recolour and fill functions ■ Airbrush with 
adjustable spray functions • Light-table 
function for manipulating montages and 
animations • Text functions with anti-ali- 
asing using Compugraphic fonts • Support 
for a variety of graphic formats • Unlimited 
Undo • Diverse manipulation of alpha 
channel • Supports many graphic cards • 
Layers to combine different projects • 
ARexx port • Drag & Drop colours - Exter- 
nal filter module • Extensive documenta- 
tion • 60 textures, 50 landscapes, 30 other 
pictures and many fonts included. 



iEHEJews 



q* 




I 



NetNews Offline Vol. 1 

NetNews Offline Vol. 1 is the first disk of a 
new bimonthly published series of Ami- 
ga ' CD-ROMs which contains all Amiga 
related newsgroups from the internet. 
Every volume features about 70.000 artic- 
les which contain hot rumours, important 
information about all aspects of the Ami- 
ga®, press-releases, discussions and flame 
wars, ... . A newsreader is included. 
NetNews Offline is the cheap alternative 
of getting in touch with Usenet. £14.95 



All products are available in your local 
Amiga-shop or through national 
mail-order-companies 

International Distributor: 




GT 



■ 



GTI 



Grenville Trading International GmbH 
Zimmersmuhlenweg 73 
61440 Oberursel • Germany 
Tel +49-61 71-85937 
Fax +49-6171-8302 
EMail: Compuserve 100336,1245 
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SHOPPER 

ADVERTISING 

RATES 

£35 + VAT 

per Company entry 

AMIGA SHOPPER 
MARKET PLACE 
Beauford Court 
30 Monmouth Street 
Bath, Avon 
BA1 2BW 

Tel: 01225 442244 
Fax: 01225 480325 

We accept cheques 
for payment TST 



For 2 disk catalogue with FREE CAME 
included (it's a goodie too!) please send 3 
1st class stamps or a cheque for 75p to... 

All disks 99p each 
(plus 70p p&p on any size order) 
We also sell blank disks at low prices. 
Arrow Pd. PO Box 7. Dover. Kent. CT15 4AP 



5 



DIMENSION 



Amos + C + Blitz 
PROGRAMMERS REQUIRED 



Generous royalties plus 
BONUS for best sellers 



Tel/Fax: 0I709 888 1 27 
for free information pack 



JUST IN - INTERNATIONAL GOLF 
£4.50 P&P FREE 



Lower Mill Close, Goldthorpe, 
Rotherham, S Yorks S63 9BY 



Issue 58 



3 disk c 



I listing 10000* PD titles 



Every 10 disk* ordered choose 1 
ASSASSINS • A <3hW f>T>, Dept ASI, 
,\ The Cloisters, Holsoll lone, 
Formby, Liverpool 
137 3PX 
=1: 01704 834 335 

197 w 




■p- Quolily Public Domain & Shareware saflwore, including 
the »«y best demos, asms, aomes and nils. 
Also a urge selection o( graphic files, 3D objects, 
samples aid modules. 

aa> Now Files obtained doily from BBS's iroand ihe 
~ cowtry nd dso from the Internet. 

ia> Over 5,000 disks to choose froti. 

m Disks only £1 eoch, 
~ 75p Plf per order 



CONTACT PD CITV. PO BOH 23. IVIDNES. CHESHIRE IV A B 3Z5 
TELEPHONE: 0373 5DB749 





£•1.1989 

TOP QUA1JTY AMIGA PD «* SHAREWARE 

FREE FRIENDLY HELP, POST 

mm a imu own ii HAM «r piionf anytime] 

1-3 MB *tJ0 
4 pus new £1.251 
na vou. own mcuo by 

\AMt, M.MHOI A Sid! n** EASY. 

THE LEADER - OTHERS CAN ONLY FOLLOW! 



ARNOLD COMPUTER SUPPLIES 

Blank Disks £15.00 per so inc. labels 
DSHD Disks £Z2-50 per so (Preformatted) 

PD LIBRARY NOW OPEN! 

Please send El or 4 1st doss stamps for catalogue 

Free local Quavery and installation (10 mile radius) 
Many more Hems slocked. 
Please phone or (ax for latest prices. 

Barry Voce oils 92b 4973 
11 Campion Street, Arnold, 
, Nottingham NGs 8GR 






Platform Game Construction Kit 

"At last, you too can create your own platform games with no programming knowledge whatsoever!" 



OXDEl 



O fullij tested commercial product 

O on-line help feature 

O edsy-lo-use map editor dllouis you to 

dram the screens' 
O object editor lets you select motion 
paths and animation patterns for your 
in-game 'nasties' 

add your outn title, 'game nuer' and 
'game completed' screens 



O free demo game disk included 
O free technical support helpline 
O creates ehecutahle disks 
O euerylhing controlled by the mouse 



only 



<n 



01 



>ESING DETj'ULS - photocopy or nit out. the order form and send it together with a cheque/PO 



Name & address 



Pmnii 




Amiga W 

Tef/j 0*01942 497928 



or 01695 625063 

We slock All Ihe latol Public Domain software and more beside*! 
Send an SAL and a kmc stamp (or your FREE catalogue disk. 
PD prices: 1-10 80p, 11-20 70p. 21 + 60p, P&P FREE 
W.- „Uo sell & fit Hard Drives, Blank Disks and other 
peripherals. We only use new Fuji Disks & all orders 

are sen! by 1st class post 
5 &SFD218 Gidlow Lam, Wigan, Lanes VVN6 7BN. 
Amiga enthusiast? catering for Amiga enthusiasts 



Creaser Graphics 

I Image to disk copying service j 

Any hardcopy or video imoge Iranslerred to disk 
lor your personal use. 
50p per disk ♦ 20p per imoge 
All Amiga graphics modes catered lor including: 
HAM 8 and JPEG. 
For fuP details send SAE. to 
30 Briar Avenue, Springfield. Oldham OL4 2PG 
or phone 0161 627 2238 between 7.0pm 



ANIM 1 PD 

ANIMATIONS/SUDESHOWS/GAMES 

2 FARTHER WEIi AVENUE, WEST MAILING, 
KENT ME 1 9 6NG 

P.D. GAMES 90P PER DISK 
POSTAGE 50p PER ORDER U.K. 
PRICE PER 10 DISKS - £7 75 INC P*P 
CATALOGUE FREE WITH ORDER OR SEND 
!< I si CLASS STAMPS 



A 19.00 GAMES ONLY 



■ 2 PI 



AGA Megaboll 
Masquerade AGA |2| 
Evil Insects AGA 
Cyberlech Coip AGA (2) 
AGA Tefris 
Motorola Invader 
Knotty 

Emerald Mine 2 

Ml 

10 AGA Klondiko [3| 
U AGA To The Death 

12 AGA Missiles |2| 

1 3 AGA Beetle 
U AGA Bacman 
15 Auto Mobiles 



o Rol 



GAMES 

1 6 Super Pacman 

1 7 Karate Chomp 
16 Digger 

19 Botdog 

20 WorldDarts 

21 Galaxy '93 

22 Cronlc The B 

23 Ice Runner 

24 Tochyon 

25 Moose Driver 

26 Dithel in Space 

27 Fatal Mission 2 

28 High Octane 

29 Starbase 1 3 |2| 

30 firefly Shoot 'em 



(I) Mo. of Disks 
Make Clieqgeamo. payable toi 
'Anim 1 PD' Bankers card no. on cheques please. 



ARE YOU SEEKING A 
DECENT EXTRA INCOME? 

Fued odds football forecasting Li not often considered by 
people looking for extra income, mainly because ihey don't 
know much about the pools and as u result would probably 
rarely win if Ihey tried- BuL by using precise logic, 'wuining' 
can be turned into a mechanical non-emotional evenL 

Let me explain - by using natural laws, science, malhematics. 
probability plus computer and professional statistical 
analysis, an average 'strike' rate of 77 times out of 10 is 
consistently acheived. with Ihe winning oddi beinu beiween 
5-1 A 100-1. 

This is a tried and successful scientific method which consists 
of applying certain fixed odd* principles safely, reinvesting 
winnings in a controlled manner and accumulating a steadily 
growing wealth What you are being offered is the chance to 
become a member of one of the mosi exclusive clubs in the 
world- the successful! 

For a free full information pack iusi write or phone and give 
your name and address. You will also be sent copies of recent 
gc winning cheques as proof that the club can make you 
i money for small slakes. As ihey say - nothing succeeds 
like success. 

RW. Marketing. Bahnhof, 
66 Clackmannan Road, Alloa FK104DA 

Tel: 01259 724220 



Flezi Link VI. 6 

FUui-Unk allows you to read and write to ftns mini another computei 
including the ability to run utilities (mm the workbench or CL 

* Us* tttwr computir's Inri orrtesfloppy dnvn 

* Other coavaotrr % dnvw appear on wrtbendi 

* Run uOtibes trwi othw rsrocttori hard drtws 

* Inosiw ap to mbyto A5IM-A1 2DI 

All Included 

* Full mito-c^guiat*i t mm-Onm wftum 

* frteeaVaba^* Ptiafmlrtow 

* 2M cat*, manual and ? risks avoiding alp 

* Itnt library - tar tter»inp»n. will ■tampta toerr 
Telephonn (014621 306392 



Reduced price ol 

ONLY £30.00 

Fof g Unlled Period 
Including PAP 



ReiWiifld In 



AMIGAHOLICS PD 

THE 100% AMIGA PD LIBRARY 

Disk catalogue contains latest Utilities. Education, 
Clip Art, Fonts, LSD Legal Tools, Fish Disks, Music 
and of course Games, Demos & Slideshows. 
We also sell CDs & Hardware - ask for price list 
Send linyc SA£ or fw» 1st class stomps for FREE cataloptr 



PD Pis 



Send Chcques/POs to: 

Dept « Amigaholic pp, ann gfg^ Greetings 

236 Chester Road North, 10 dl CoBoaKflT 

Kidderminster, Worcs DY10 1TE Past, Preseet. and Future 



tEPD 



Thousands of-titles ai cSnly 50p each! 
Buy ten disks get erne free! 

Wfc now stock b£l Fish 1-1000. T-BAaSpcT and mote! 

For a catalogue dvsk prleascfeflkl orsTdisk and an SAE (o: 

TrccHousc PCf^K)aktree Close, 
Stoborough, Warehlrl^ Dorset BH20 5BP 

Please make cheques/PO's payable to TrecHouse PD 



Convert your Amitro<J 

COLOUR MONITOR £10 

Our cusioft, irtjde lejr.li will converl your old Arnscrad Mcmiror 
fo vvwfc with yatir Amiga giving a crisp R.G.B. colour picture fi 



optional quality amplified i 



^ aound. 
DIY 
£6 



MADE 
£10 
£40 
£IS 
£10 



464.ISIJ8 lCTMtV44rt)) Picture Onl) 
464,6 1 IB (CTH644/0) Inc Storeo jpeaken 
464/6 1 28 PLUS (CM 1 4) Inc sound £9 
464/6 1 M Grow (GT-65) Picture Only £6 
Dept AS, Hagars Electronics. 
127 High St. Sheemess, Kent ME12 IUD 
•1795 663336 Money back approval P«P Inc 

CQ/PO Q [□DELIVERY 2 DAYS 



AMIGA BOOKS l'KOM DTliS 



HHMng tatai BMQMrs r.vn i ?! v.' 9^ 

Maoieono A/nlcja Degniiftra (WB 3) £1946 

Madenng Smi-p (X1S 2 Vol } (Re"ere(ice) MU> 

Madonng Amlja Prniors 'El 996 

Hasiemig Amiyi SyUtm Y2M6 

>':t'.i- i-_ Arnqa AMOS , -,.,_.„.„._ „ t\9*t 

Uanering Amtja Amo ....*&*$ 

MasiBrYig Amga DOS 3 Tutor 121 S>S 

Uanemg Amga 0OS 3 Rele<ence E2I8S 



M*sii»mo Amg* DOS Scrpt& 
MasWrViij Arrtga ProgramtUng S 
Amiga At 200 Deonnen Pock . 
Amioa Al?00 Wcrhbeflcb Pao« 

An-iga Gamers Guloe VoM 

Amiga A600 rnader QuW . 
AjTupaAIMG Ira,** G^kX, 

A 1200 Hart Sloes 

Arnica Ma 4 Drvet 

Awlc* VWrXWrXf* A 10 Z 



Anvga Aaambtr InMoMi GuioS 

A-nitja Hantr.a-0 Bel Manual (2nd Ed. W81 3). 
wROMKim neWHOnoEa <vd* ■ 
Amtrn Hsnwitrp He! UanuftJ(3rOEa WB2) .... 
Amiga ROM K*nel InOWw (3rd Ed. j . 



C1B95 

mN 

tatja 

Q0M 

Cl*» 

ei4 sa 

£14.95 

E14.8S 

-014,95 

C14B5 

T14SO 

n.K 



Amiga ROM Kama! Urtarm r3rn Ed.) 

Anii-ja ROW Kcvna! Do-icoa |M Ed) ,_.„..,..,„.„., 

Amiga Reai-TrBe 3D Grepblot _ 

CdnpuTBt A Oaos Amiga Etsnon 

Amij.i fsnmr. l/i.^r: Watmal 

Amiga BASIC A DaDhand Guda 

Saneia ot Frraa* Etta 

Total' Amiga WOrWwntfi , 

Total" Amiga DOS SIJ0 

Totar Amiga AaaemWer ~£S4J0 



. f 14.BS 
. C14J1S 



£9» 



FREE pOMage in UK Europe arrral A WnrtjwW surlaca nad 
add Ct per Ham Airmal ouoUOe Europe aoa 25%. 
Send SAE tot descreiivo catabguo Wo also auppon 5W Ccnvnodora 64. 



DIBS {Depl AS), 7 Castle Lane, Todmorden, Lant. OL14 8Af 

Tel/Fax 01706 812800. Access A Visa ortfers accepted. 



PINPOINT INTERNET BBS 



YOUR OWN INTERNET E-MAIL ADDRESS, GIGS OF FILES ON LINE, 
GIFS, JPEGS, UNLIMITED DOWNLOADING NEW FILES ADDED DAILY 



YOUR INSTANT INTERNET GATEWAY 



NO QUESTIONNAIRES OR REGISTRATIONS, JUST STRAIGHT 
ONTO THE NET FOR GRAPHICS, NEWS AND MUCH MUCH MORE 



TEL: 0839 363608 

All speeds to 28.8kbps. 8 data bits, 1 stop, no parity 



NO SUBSCRIPTIONS NO QUESTIONS ASKED 

All calls charged at 39p/min cheap. 49p all other times 
GSSLtd I3INW6 6RG 
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FREE PD 
SOFTWARE 



AMIGA - PC - All Commodore 
Call (0181) 651 5436 or 
Write to: 45 Brookscroft, Linton Glade, 
Croydon CRO 9NA 

Independent Commodore Products Users Group 



Roberta Smith DTP 

Public Domain & Share-ware 



s-ml hbnk disk A SAI 
(rt 1 two w dlra !Ufnpn u* cnafoitue ili.sk- 

Roberta Smiili l>TP 

190 Fallodcn Way All dhk* 90p 

loud, .11 NUI I Ml 

Tel: OlHl -*« 1626 i^-t.:-. 



All SysTeras Go 

AMKiA Public Domain 

(DepI AS) ?8 Fclion Close. Matchborough East. 
Redditcb. Worts B98 OAG 
Tel: 01527 517815 Mobile: 0956 436123 

■red Nil 1-1QOD, PO Sort J0OWW0. Ml Sod mth 0-1750 
1 J Hit 1B01-M70, A^uiMni (.jcifi Dnit D-ISS. LSD Ug«l ToOh 0-M9 
Game*. IWMttn Sl»de*, GiaphMv CtipAft Mut-c Education, 
Demos lutine**, Commv *maqitv>. Klondike. Agatron, AirWgos 
Amos. Stop*. SllpdbJt. Snag. T.B.AG . Loads Mo»e Disks ' 
All Disks 7Sp Per Disk 

fltrrtc **J ?5p ID (DUl QtOK IO COW W) 

Send SAE for a Free Disk Catalogue! ! 



PENGUIN 

PUBLIC DOMAIN 
50F EACH r.\ 

J POST APiD I'ACMr-Ci TRtL { 

i KIMQ OK SEND fOK / 1^. 
£3 I A fREG CATALOOUE J \ bS > 
^ I'* 0589 722502 ' 



KING OK SEMI) 1-OK 
A FREE CATALOGUE 
0589 722502 
AMIGA 

PO BOX 179. READING. 
BERKSHIRE RG30 3DD. ENGLAND 



SPECIAL OFFER • AMIGA DRIVES 



A500 floppy drives, 1 year warranty 
£25.00 (incl. delivery & VAT) 
2.5" IBM hard drives: 340MB 
£165.00 (incl. delivery & VAT) 



FRC ELECTRONICS LTD 
Tel: 01734 479550 Fax: 01734 461453 



Are You Missing Out on the 
VERY BEST AMIGA User Group???*? 



Oik Computer Chb Often: 

• Grtol dniDunh on oil lompuler goo* • TWarxfc ol Nnr Conlorfi • 

ftw rtobi «TO • Gpbyte of Fit* POAhnrmtt ficm tut Mrnben My IK 1 
■ Regular KmLrWr • Second-hand Haratae, Sornrarr Boughl/'Sclil • 

• Plus lm (w bionei (onneflkm • Pbjh and Mm from 15.00 • 

• The bet Dfekna and Mom of PQ/Shnmre rife on ask ot unbabrrobk 
membw-only price. 
fW cv.') **a!w'it flKsina k serK&rw an SAI la our fitf info pod to 



CCC. (All), PO la* 111, Cenuiti Cmi, Bmki SI? tlP (017SS) SA147) 



ll»lffipy^iJS»i/CS»««l«niiii«rf 




AO Ail «%Wre 
1 0 Colenso Street 
Hartlepool/^Q^x 
Cleveland d |ft) 
TS26 9BD \w5opy 
OVER 8000+ Quality Public Domain & Shareware 
NEWFILES obtained daily from BB's and the 
INTERNET... 

We stock the lot: Fred Fish. Scope, Fonts, 
Assassins, TFJags. MagicWB. CllpArt, Games, 
Business Software, Special Packs, PLUS MANY 
MORE... 

Send just £1 and receive our superb custom- 
written AUTO ORDERING CATALOGUE disks, 
easy-to-use, point & click, option to 
PRINT/SAVE order list. 

7/ ive tCo«'t taoe a... 

tuttt c(a attt Sat to yet itl 



Why put up with muddy colours from your printer? 
Your artwork never looks as good as it does on the monitor 

Using the latest state-of-the-art technoloqy we can transfer 
your images to HIGH GLOSS or ' 

All AMIGA and PC formats catered for 
Can be used outdoors (vehicle graphics etc). £Z0 - \lin X lOin and pro rata 
Supplied mounted on '/t in board or roll form ready to apply 
Ulng 0111 6H5 5H91 for details. Fax OW (M OPtl or write to; 



usiness Centre, Holloway Head, Birmingham B1 1HP 





C.D.R. COMPUTERS LTD 

203 Stamford Street, Ashton-under-Lyne, Lanes. 
O Jt 43 Z --3-3 et>-3-2 *5 



WHEN WE SAY WE ARE SPECIALISTS IN AMIGA 

EAN IT? 



Specialist suppliers of word processing 
software and Amiga add-ons. 

For exceptional service and best value for money on all things "Amiga" 
contact Robin or Lorraine who have been in the business for over 20 
years. Enquiries welcome from anywhere in J, ® 

the UK. Major credit cards accepted. \ Vl I I -ml\ 



* max 400dpi 
scanning resolution 

ffniiiwr Pad 
Fwx With Amy 





i-Cf«!jrSca|e.Scaa»ers/AKa! 
I The ONLY 800dpi Hand Scanner for the Amiga! 
Scanner with Al faScan Software £89.00 
with Touch-Up & Merge-It Software* 
1 Separately £35.00 with scanner Add £20.00 

with Junior OCR* (needs HD & 2.5MB Memory) 
Separately £25.00 with scanner Add £1 0.00 

with Full OCR* (needs HD & 2.5MB Memory) 
Separately £35.00 with scanner Add £20.00 

with Multipass OCR* (needs HD & 4MB Memory) 
Separately £49.95 with scanner Add £30.00 

Multiface III card £79.00 [ 

AT-Bus-2008 IDE controller £69.00 
Octogon-2008 SCSI controller £99.00 
Tandem CD & IDE controller £69.00} 
AlfaPower Asoo IDE controller £99.00 



Ward Drives + controller for 
AS— <>)/Al$— /Aa— /A3— /A 4< OB 





Auto House/ 

Joystick 
Switch £12.95 



80MB 
120MB 
250MB 
420MB 
540MB 
850MB 
1.2G1G 



£149.00 
£159.00 
£179.00 
£199.00 
£249.00 
£269.00 
£299.00 





IDE Quad Speed CD-ROM 
Drives 

for A500/500+ (requires AlfaPower v6.8 
+ Hard Drive) E249.00 
forA6OIVAl200 
(UK CD32 emulation) £249.00 
for A 1 5(XVA2000/A3000/A40UO 
(inc Tandem) E1 99.00 

Hard Drives Eor AbOO/AlZOO 



Special this 
month: 

with every hard 
drive purchased 
you can have a 
Mega Mouse for £5 



Crystal 
Trackfiall 
£34.95 



True 3 



mi 




2.5" 60MB £59.00 3.5" 420MB 

2.5" 80MB £69.00 3.5" 540MB 

2.5" 120MB £89.00 3.5" 850MB 

2.5" 170MB £99.00 3.5" 1.2GIG 

2.5" 250MB £139.00 

2.5" 340MB £189.00 

Ram Cards/Memory 

A500 512K w/o clock £20.00 
A500+ 1MB w/o clock £29.95 
A600 1MB w/o clock £29.95 
A1200 2MB with clock £119.95 
A 1200 4MB with clock £179.95 
A1200 8MB with clock £299.95 



£149.00 
£159.00 
£199.00 
£219.00 

(includes instructions) 

(and installation software) 

7Zpin SIMMS 

2MB £69.00 
4MB £129.00 
8MB £269.00 

ZIP RAMS 

E89.95/2MB 



Optical Mouse 
£29.95 

Optical Mouse Apollo 1ZXO xSMHx Accelerator 

Mat Give your A 1 200 350% Performance 

£5.00 Includes Clock & 28MHz FPU 




Amiga PSU 
for Asoo, 
Aooo & AX200 
£34.95 



1220 Bare Board £99.95 
1220 with 4MB Memory £224.95 





SO watt Speakers £39.95 
25 watt Speakers £29.95 
240 watt Speakers £59.95 



External 
I Floppy Drive 

£39.95 
with Through Port 

Mega Mouse 400 £9.95 
Mega Mouse Plus £1 2.95 

(Three button version with 8' cable 
Performance 97% A.U.I) 



All prices include VAT. Please add £3.50 P&P for items under £30.00, £5.00 for 
items over £30.00, £8.00 P&P fox Scanners & Speakers, £10.00 P&P for next day. 

Ooldcnlmagc accepts Access, Visa. Cheques & Poslal Orders. E&OE. Prices subject to change without notice. 
Goods subject to availability. Specifications subject to change without notice. 

iGoldenlmage (UK) Ltd 

Unit 65, Hallmark Trading Estate, 

Fourth Way, Wembley, Middx HA9 OLB I— 




Sales Hotline No: 0181 900 9291 Fax: oisi 900 9281 
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Sue Grant 



We ran a competition in our December 
issue to win the Taxan 880lr monitor 
(pictured above), which we awarded a Star 
buy in our Supertest the month before. 
Well, we received sackloads of entries but 
unfortunately, we only had one monitor to 
give away. And the lucky winner is... 

Mr. P. Korab from Accrington in Lancashire. 

Congratulations, Mr. Korab! There will be a 
rather large parcel arriving on your 
doorstep very soon. 




This month in Talking Shop: What you think Amiga Technologies are 
doing and the winner of our Taxan monitor is revealed. 



The New Year will bring new 
users to the Amiga now that 
the machines are back on sale 
- and selling out faster than 
they are ordered! It will also 
bring new readers to Amiga Shopper. And 
we want to hear from those new readers, 
as well as all our loyal followers. So, 
please write in and join in any of the 
debates going on in these pages, or tell us 
what you would like to see featured in 
Amiga Shopper. 



End of the line? 




£25 Winner 



It seems that the whole Amiga 
community has been stricken 
by a death-wish now that the 
Amiga has been snatched 
back from a terminal slide into 



obscurity, obsolescence and ridicule by 
Escom. The universal talking down of the 
value of the relaunched A1 200 packs could 
easily undermine the confidence of a timid 
re-entry market and in my view is unjustified 
and dangerous. 

Undoubtedly, the price of a product is a 
factor when individuals make a choice in a 
free market, but to select too low a price, 
thereby undervaluing a product, can have as 
immensely negative effect as overpricing a 
product. The cost of a product has a major 
influence on the way in which consumers will 
view the quality of the product and therefore its 
desirability. In other words, too low a price 
indicates an obsolete, end-of-line product that 



has low value and desirability. 

To make a profit with this type of product 
the manufacturer needs to sell large volumes of 
the product, i.e. "stack 'em high and sell 'em 
cheap". Do Amiga owners see their Amigas as 
low value, end-of-line products? I think not, and 
if the Amiga community is to survive then the 
Amiga must head for a niche market targeted at 
the strengths of the platform such as low-entry 
price for high functionality, ease of use, superb 
graphics, vast range of excellent PD software, 
expandability, ease of entry into programming; 
and general desirability and high cognoscenti 
status compared with competitors (what can 
you do with £600 entry-level PCs - use them 
as bookends, perhaps?). 

The niche market for the A4000 is naturally 
different and Escom acknowledge this. The fact 
that Escom are not advertising at present makes 




The Amiga Magic bundle can be found in Escom 
shops, Tandy and other High Street stores: 



Subjects of interest 



I 



In our news pages last month, 
we asked you to write to 
Petro Tyschtschenko at Amiga 
Technologies to tell him what 
you want from your machine. 
But we also want you to write 
In and let us know too. 

We want you to tell us 
what you think of Amiga 
Technologies, the Amiga 
Magic pack and the software 
bundled with it 

We also want you to tell 
us what you would like to see 



featured in Amiga Shopper. If 
there Is any Amiga software 
or hardware that we haven't 
covered in the magazine, but 
that you would like us to 
review, then let us know! And 
If there are any tutorials or 
features you would like to 
read - tell us! 

It is only when we get lots 
of feedback from you that we 
know that we are covering 
what you want to read. 

You can contact us by 



E-mail or snail mail at the 
address in the box opposite. 

For those of you who 
missed Petro's address, here 
it is again: 

Petro Tyschtschenko, 
Amiga Technologies 
GmbH, 

Berliner Ring 89, 
D-64625 Bensheim, 
Germany. 
Fax: +49 6252 709 520 
E-mail: gbo@amiga-tech.de 
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it essential for us in the Amiga community to 
ensure that the word of mouth advertising we 
provide is not overly negative, especially as 
word of mouth can and does sell products, or 
destroy them. So be positive and anticipate a 
sell out of the present stocks of A1 200s as this 
is the guarantee of the future of the Amiga. 

The new HD A1 200 pack contains more 
and better software than my Desktop Dynamite 
pack two years ago with no price increase, but a 
large HD - 170Mb, compared with the 64Mb 
originally in my computer. In other words, it is a 
better value entry-pack primarily targeted at 
consumers looking for easy access to 
productivity software. 

It is obvious that the PC market is now at 
saturation point as manufacturers are unable to 
keep PC prices up without an ever more rapid 
race to fit bigger and faster processors to allow 
memory hungry over-elaborate software to 
function, or else sell basic PCs at knock-down 
prices. The PC market has already entered the 
pile 'em high and sell 'em cheap phase and it is 
to Escom's credit that they have seen the niche 
opportunity afforded by Amiga and the 
Commodore brands and have saved our 
favourite system from obscurity for this year. 

Duncan Neithercut 
Heswall, Wirral 

/ agree that it may have undervalued the 
machine if Amiga Technologies had re-launched 
the Amiga cheaper than they did. I think the 
main problem most people have is that the 
technology hasn't moved on from lour years 
ago, whereas there have been major advances 
on other platforms. We know that the Amiga is 
an excellent multimedia machine and is 
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unrivalled as a serious home computer, but I 
think a lot of people were hoping for a 
completely new, redesigned Amiga. 

By the way, Escom are starting to advertise 
the new machines - if only in the Amiga press 
for now. Amiga Shopper first carried an advert 
for Escom in our Christmas 1 995 mag and 
you'll find another one in this issue. Amiga 
Technologies are also organising the World Of 
Amiga Show - see our news pages in this 
issue for the latest information on the dates and 
location of the show. 



Eastern promise 

I am reader/subscriber of AS since issue 1 , 1 
enjoy reading AS because it is the only serious 
Amiga mag for mature Amiga users and the 
recent enchancements were excellent. Here are 
some suggestions: 

a) 2D graphic/image-processing and FX: I'm fan 
of Joel Hagen, the graphic guru on Amiga 
World, but Amiga World is no longer in 
circulation, we miss his column Accent On 
Graphics, I would like AS to have a similar 
monthly column by JH, so that Amiga users can 
learn tips/techniques and tricks for creating 
imaginative Amiga graphics. 

b) 3D modelling/animation: It's good to see the 
3D tutorials back, I am a Imagine user thanks to 
an Amiga Format Coverdisk, I have since 
upgraded to Version 3.3. Amiga Format have run 
a great series of Imagine tutorials, then PC 
Format - which ends in July 95 issue. Imagine 
users are suckers for tips/techniques/cool 
effects. Can we have a series on Imagine in AS, 
please? Possibly sourced from the Internet. I've 
seen some great tips on this Website: 
http://www.websharx.com:80/~kinda/tips/newti 
ps.html 

c) Amiga graphic books: Would it be possible to 
compile all the graphic/3D-related tutorials that 
appear in Amiga magazines (including stuff like 



> 



secrets of the Babylon 5 
bright, blue nebulas - see page 60. 



Accent On Graphics) into one handbook, so 
that you don't need to search through stacks of 
magazines to look for the tips you want? 
d) Amiga hardware/software developers: To 
have articles on them, interview/present 
products/products under development etc... 

Henry Chong Chung Wai 
Malaysia, E-mail 

You'll be pleased to hear that Babylon 5 creator 
Mojo from Foundation Imaging is back with 
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his 3D tutorial on page 60. This month he 
explains how they make the Babylon 5 nebulas 
look so good. 

Bruce Smith Books may have some Amiga 
graphics books, give them a call on n 01923 
894355. I will certainly pass your graphic book 
idea on to our books department, but it would 
be a much better idea to start a project like that 
from scratch - to make sure all aspects of 
Amiga graphics were covered. 

As for Amiga software and hardware 
developers, we are planning to have an 
interview with industry figures or companies in 
every issue from now on - turn to page 75 to 
find out what ex-Commodore MD David 
Pleasance is doing now! 

PC hassle 

What a laugh I had yesterday (8/1 1/95). A 
friend of mine phoned me up and asked if I 
wanted to see his demo of Calligari's TrueSpace 
on his PC P75. OK, I says. Then he mentioned 
that he couldn't use his copy of Imagine, 
because the mouse didn't work when he ran it 
under windoze. 

Look of puzzlement on my face. 
I said, 'How do you mean?' 
He explained that he needed a mouse driver 
for his IBM mouse, in order for it to run. He said 
that Imagine has to be run from DOS and not 
from Wndoze, because that's the type of 
application it is. He tried to launch it from DOS 
but no joy. Look of puzzlement on my face. 

OK, I says. But this got me thinking. I come 
from a programming background and as a 
result, if I'm posed with a problem, my instincts 
are to try and solve it. I'm by no means a PC 
aficionado or lover of, but on hearing this I 
delved into my Windoze and MS-DOS users 
guide (pretty well written) to find a solution. 

It gave me a possible solution to the 
problem and opened my eyes to the waste (both 
financial and chronological), that the OS 
presents the user. I can appreciate that Piece 
Seize want to make their systems as open as 
possible, but damn, what a bloody waste of time 
a lot of it is. Imagine, a program that cannot be 
used under a WIMPS environment with a 
mouse, but can under DOS, if you have the 
appropriate driver for the various devices. 

For me this is too much hassle. I enjoy 
solving problems, yes, but not when I have 
something to do and to cap it off the possible 
solution didn't work. Which for me was a bit 
upsetting because I use Imagine on my Amiga 
and wanted to use it on a P75 to see how 
fast it was. 

My friend is an ex-Amiga user, who was 
lured to the other side by Doomalitis on a 486. 
But then he's someone who plays a lot of 
games, which speaks for itself. He is very 
power hungry, fast chip, fast CD-ROM drive, 
fast graphics board, etc, but no thought on 
efficiency in program and engineering design. 
He and I always have debates about Amiga 
vs PC and it saddens me to think that he 
cannot see anything positive about the Amiga. 
He just played too many games I suppose. 
In his eyes the PC is second to none. Shame 
he can't use any program for his machine he 
wants though. 
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How to contact us 



Write in to Talking Shop and 
you could win yourself some 
cash. The Star letter of the 
month receives £25. 

So, put pen to paper and 
send your letters in to: 
Talking Shop, Amiga Shopper, 
Future Publishing, 30 Monmouth St, 
Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 
Alternatively, E-mail your letters to: 
amshopper@cix.compulink.co.uk 
sgrant@futurenet.co.uk 
All the letters received at these addresses 
will be considered for publication, unless 
you specifically advise us otherwise. 




God bless the Amiga. PC parts may be 
cheaper but you get what you pay for. 

Paul Sheran 
E-mail 

Well, as I said before the Amiga is still 
unrivalled as a serious home computer. It's a 
shame your pal spent all that money just to play 
games on his PC. Maybe he should have 
invested in a PlayStation instead! 

Riscy business 

I would really like to see a series of articles on 
object-oriented programming on the Amiga, 
either using C++ or one of the other object 
oriented languages available on the Amiga, e.g. 
Amiga E or Oberon. 

Thank you very much for printing a letter of 
mine earlier in the year, just after Escom's 
purchase of the Amiga and all its wrappings, 
which stated my concern over a PC 
manufacturer buying our beloved computer. You 
put me in my place and now I can see - rightly 
so. I was concerned that Escom had not stated 
any plans for the Amiga and came in at the last 
minute and pinched it from under the noses of 
Commodore UK. Now I can see that AT has firm 
plans to develop the Amiga and with the 
announcement of the new RISC Amiga this is 
becoming an exciting market again. One last 
thing, will you be reviewing the new AT monitor? 

Matt Sergeant 
E-mail 

We always welcome suggestions from readers 
and yours will be considered for future issues. 
Please keep your ideas flowing in - it helps us 
to know what you want to see featured in your 
favourite serious Amiga magazine! 

The new Amiga Technologies monitor is 
reviewed in this very issue - turn to page 41. 

Escom or not Escom? 

Perhaps I am too late for your Christmas issue 
of Amiga Shopper but, reference December 
1 995 issue of AS, today I was informed by the 
Escom shop in Eastbourne, Sussex, contrary to 
your news item, that they will have Amigas in 
their shops in time for Christmas. Previously, 
they had been told they would have them during 
September 1 995. 

John J. Last 
Pevensey Bay, East Sussex 
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Welt, John, we report the tacts as and when we 
are told them. When we were putting together 
the November issue Amiga Technologies 
assured us that Amigas would be sold through 
Escom shops, then when our December issue 
was going to press AT decided that they were 
not putting the machines in the Escom stores. 
However, as reported in our Christmas issue, 
A 1200s are now available from Escom outlets 
nationwide! Which can only be a good thing. 

A question of price? 

Jonathan McBrien has a lot of good points in his 
letter (AS56). When the company that bought 
out the Amiga is selling a P75, 8Mb RAM and 
850M HD for under £1,000, we have to ask 
why they are asking £400 for a four-year-old 
(technology-wise) Amiga. Are they just trying to 
make their money back, or get rid of unwanted 
parts before upgrading? Is this limited run of the 
old models a way of finding out how committed 
the Amiga market base is? 

The price may be inflated to make back 
what they spent before taking the Amiga 
anywhere. If so (I hope), the prices will be a little 
more reasonable on any newer models. A sellout 
would also show Amiga Technologies how 
unwise it would be to abandon the Amiga, which 
may be an option Escom is still considering. The 
buyout was for the Commodore name, not for 
the technology. 

I have an A1 200 and am ecstatic at how 
easy it is to use. Will I buy the next generation 
when it hits the shops? If it's RISC, in a 
heartbeat. Otherwise, it depends on what has 
been changed/improved. 

In the long run, the Amiga hasn't bit the dust 
unless we, its users, give up on it. Lack of variety 
(software) is said to be one of its downfalls. I 
hope a few of the programmers out there get 
the hint and stop programming mouse blankers, 
clocks and other assorted screen enhancements 
long enough to fill in a few of the gaps. 

Andrew B. Hall 

We have already reported that a RISC-based 
Amiga is on its way. In fact, Petro 
Tyschtschenko announced his commitment to 
the project to the world at the Video Toaster 
Expo held in Los Angeles recently. Turn to our 
news pages lor more on Amiga developments. 
There are plenty of new programs being written 
by enthusiastic and talented programmers lor 
the Amiga - you just have to look at our Public 
Domain section (and Coverdisks) to see that! 

Pat on the back 

Now that the Amiga is finally available again, 
complete with an excellent software bundle, 
wouldn't it be a welcome pat on the back and a 
good gesture of thanks from Escom and the 
software houses involved to make the bundled 
software available separately as a reward to the 
Amiga users who stuck it through the dark 
months when all around were losing their heads 
and jumping ship? 

The software bundle represents some of the 
best Amiga software available, and would 
encourage users to move on to better things 
and make more serious use of their Amigas 
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were Escom to release the bundle separately. If 
released at a price of around £30-£50 this 
package would represent a very good deal and 
be a suitable incentive to stick with the Amiga. 
Part of the reason for the Amiga's comatose 
period was the refusal of some A500 owners to 
upgrade from WB1.3 to an A1 200 or newer 
system software. 

I use my Amiga for productivity reasons, but 
can't always afford newer software: my current 
Amiga budget will be for an 030 and extra RAM. 
After all, I can't really make most use of my 
A1 200 with only 2Mb, but with more power I 
can make use of the excellent applications 
available and will stick with the Amiga because 
it can do it. Escom's market is mainly in 
hardware, give the users a helping hand with the 
software, and more money can be spent on 
"officially licenced" upgrades, etc. 

So Escom (and the rest), reward those loyal 
(and cliched) users and I'm sure that the Amiga 
can go from strength to strength. 

David Marsh, 
E-mail 

It is not really worth releasing the pack software 
separately to the machines because Digita are 
releasing newer versions of all their software 
that's bundled with the Amiga Magic pack: 
Wordworth 4SE is a special version of the 
software produced exclusively for the pack, 
while Wordworth 5 is the latest version and 
includes many more new features. It will be 
available very soon; the new Organiser 2 is 
ready and is reviewed on page 44, while 
Datastore 2 and Money Matters 4 will be 
available soon too. In fact, we have a special 
time-limited version of the new Money Matters 
on our Coverdisk next month! 



Surprise, surprise! 

Initially, I couldn't believe my eyes when I found 
my name among the winners of the Aiwa 
competition. When the package arrived this 
morning I immediately installed everything and a 
few seconds later I couldn't believe my ears. 



Advertisers' index 




These Aiwa SC-C55 multimedia speakers were 
given away in our October competition. 

What a sound!!!! It's indeed an excellent set of 
speakers and the sound is superb. It's a real 
pleasure. Thanks a lot Amiga Shopper. 

Anne Weyens 
Belgium, E-mail 

You're welcome, Anne. We hope to run at least 
one competition in every issue of Amiga 
Shopper. The competition this month is to win 
the publishing program of your choice and it 
can be found on page 68. All you have to do is 
design a cover. The winner gets to choose 
between four of the best publishing programs 
on the Amiga, including the new Wordworth 5! 



Blitz BASIC 2 

I'm studying technical physics (civil engineer- 
education) at Chalmers University of Technology 
in Gothenburg (Sweden). I'm really interested in 
buying Blitz BASIC 2 for my Amiga 500. Do you 
know where I can buy it and how much it costs? 

Martin Johansson 
E-mail 

Try Guildhall Leisure on « 01302 890000. 
(They have a new version of Blitz coming out 
soon called ABC (Acid Blitz Compiler). ■ 



1 st Computer Centre 13 01 1 3 23 1 9444 

4th Level Development 2 01 17 985 4455 

Analogic 80 0181 546 9575 

CBC Ltd 84 0839 363608 

CDR Computers 85 0161 339 0326 

Darren Smith 84 

Dart Computer Supplies 83 01 16 247 : 0059 

Fast Engineering Services 83 0171 252 3533 

Gasteiner 66 0181 345 6000 

Golden Image 85 0181 900 9291 

GTI 83 0049 6171 85937 

Hi-Soft 16 01525 718181 

IrseeSoft 91 0049 834174327 

Market Place 84-85 01225 442244 

Marpet Development 36 01423 712600 

Norgria 85 ; 0121 643 5492 

Owl Associates 80 01543 250377 

Seasoft 69 01903 850378 

Siren Software 20-21 0161 461917 

Wizard 42-43 01322 272908 
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hoEN T MUSIC PRese/v 



"I am very proud to be an integral part of tl 
exciting project. With many hundreds of 
hours of solid use the Amig 
performed flawlessly, it's easy 
to understand why she 
really is Everybody's 
Girlfriend" 



David Pleuance ^ ftkt** ^ 

£r. MD of Commodore » 

^^^^k ^^^^r ^^^^ m ^F^F B 

many hundreds of ^^^k ^* H mf 

^ ▼ ^> GREAT TRACKS 

Insoired bv Amiea. Recorded with Amiea. 



WIN A PIECE OF AMIGA HISTORY 

In 1990 die Amiga 500 wu awarded the preitipoui accolade of "European 
Computer of the Year", you could win that actual computer plus the 
original certificate awarded to Commodore. A unique collectors item to 
cheriih. All ,ou h*ve to do is call 089 1 -6003 I 5 and answ this 
question -Who is regarded ai the father of the Amlgaf 
(Bead this advert (or the answer) A winner will be 
idectcd at random and be notified by post. 
Calls cost 39p per min cheap raw. 49p 
per mm all other time* Please aik 
billpayer's permission before 
" f' ■ "V dialing The maximum call 

Oy£. " W ch«r t « M.9«. 



GREAT TRACKS 

Inspired by Amiga. Recorded with Amiga. 
Written and produced by Amiga people. 
If you love Amiga you will love this! 



» LIVING ON THE BREAD LINE • I DON'T WANT TO LOSE YOU 
PRISONER OF PASSION • ROSES • EVERBODTS GIRLFRIEND BLUES 
LAY DOWN YOUR ARMS • PARA MI AMIGA (HOMAGE TO JAY MINER) 
DON'T LET ME FALL • GET IN QUICK • LAY YOU DOWN • INFINITY 
CRAZY LIKE THE WIND • FIESTA AFTER THE SIESTA • FEELS LIKE DREAMIN 



CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 

0181 573 5614 

SEND POSTAL ORDERS TO 

"Everybody's Girlfriend" 

Tangent Music, Dial House. Unit 6. 
Peter James Business Centre. 
Pump Lane, Hayes, Middlesex UB3 3NT 



COMPACT DISC 



CASSETTE 



Postage/packaging U.K £ 1 .49 Rest of the World £ 1 .99 

FILL IN THE COUPON. WITH CHEQUE/POSTAL ORDER 
PAYABLE TO TANGENT MUSIC 



MAIL ORDER FORM 

Please rush mc copies of "Everybody's Girlfriend" 

One Compact Disc £ Cassette | | <&~in*pUt<« r , 



Name ... 
Address . 



Enclose cheque/postal Order for |^ 



. Postcode h~h I 




INCLUDES 



• Professional Page 4.1 

• Reformatted Manual now in a 

Jiand^LJing-bffltleT" 

• Tutorial book written by Larry 
Hickmott showing you how to 
create many types of 
documents using ProPage. 

• 3 disks of CGFonts upon 
receipt of registration card. 

• 3 of the latest Issues of Em, 
the only Amiga DTP Magazine 




^ .EXCLUSIVE!! 

-M 

ProPage© is licensed Irom Gold Disk exclusively by LH Publishing 

...put some magic into 
your pages with the 

professional's 
publishing package... 



Professional Page 4. I 

.the same program as used by LH Publishing to create Future Publishing's "The Wordworth Companion' 



Other publishing products from LH Publishing ESZSZSl ^f™' 


• Em magazine: Subscribe from £6.88 

• ProDraw 3 Manuals: £12.00 

• Studio 2 Professional £49.95 

• Don's Genies (ProPage/ProDraw) £3.50 


LH Publishing 

13 Gairloch Ave 
Bletchley MK2 3DH 
Tel:01908 370-230 
Fax:01908 640-371 


Got the program? Then buy the book... 

• "Step-By-Step with ProPage" £14.99 

• NEW! Image Studio + Manual £5.99 

• Wordworth Companion £14.99 



ProPage is broughtte^yotj-by^KTmagazine, your place to turn to for the latest on dtp. NB:ProPage requires 3Mb memory & Hard Drive. 



The essential magazine for Amiga enthusiasts 



Next month 




Perfect print 

part 2! 



There have been 
several important 
developments since we 
ran our printers 
Supertest in issue 51, 
for example the Canon 
BJC-GOOe which we 
thought so highly of 
has been superseded 
by a new, even higher 



quality colour printer. 
So, to keep you in tune 
with the printer world, 
we have another huge 
Supertest. This time 
we've included laser 
and dot matrix printers 
too. If you don't read 
this, you won't know 
what to buy! 



Reserve your 
copy today! 

Remember thai the easiest way to ensure 
that you get hold of a copy of the February 
1996 issue of Amiga Shopper is to reserve 
yourself a copy at your local newsagents. 

It's simple - cut out this form (or 
photocopy it), hand it in to your 
newsagent, and you're laughing. 

Dear Newsagent, 

Please reserve/deliver a copy of Amiga Shopper 
magazine each month. 



Name.. 



Address.. 



Phone no 

To the newsagent: Amiga Shopper is published by 
Future Publishing TT 01225 442244. 



Money Matters 4* 



We have a real treal for you next month. Digita have 
given us a time-limited, full version of their brand new 
release, Money Matters 4. Money Matters is a finance 
manager and is an excellent way of keeping your finances in 
order. This latest version now includes a currency convertor 
and a loan predictor and it can share information with 
Datastore, TurboCalc and Wordworth. 

Amiga Shopper's Coverdisk version of Money 
Matters 4 will have a three-month lifespan, which 
should give you plenty of time to play about with it. 

Plus, we have another batch of top-quality 
programs and utilities crammed on to the rest 
of our Coverdisks. 
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i 




And there's more... 




Imagine has long been the acknowledged king 
of 3D animation programs in the UK, but now it 
has a serious rival. Maxon Cinema 4D is the 
favourite 3D program in Germany and it has 
finally been produced for the UK market. We 
have a head-to-head review of the new version 4 
of Imagine and Cinema 4D next month. 



We have plenty of other reviews planned 
for our February issue too. Then there are our 
tutorials: 3D, AMOS, DTP and Comms. Plus we 
have the biggest and best Public Domain section 
ever. And if you're having problems with your 
Amiga, our experts are here to help in Amiga 
Answers. And that's not all! 



February issue 59- On sale Thursday, 1 1th January 



"If you print without it, you have only yourself to blame!"* 

'Review in German "Amiga Plus" Magazine Dec 95 

TURBOP 

Our enhanced printer driver system has novrgwpRi better! 

Outstanding: TurboPrint will not only output 24 bit-graphics directly from your floppy or hard drive in the highest 
quality possible, but will also print from applications like Personal Paint, Deluxe Paint or Brilliance with the full 
colour palette available with AGA-graphics chipset. Although utilising the standard Workbench printer interface, 
printout will not be limited to the usual 4096 colours. 




Perfect printouts from day one: 

TurboPrint combines ease of use with unparalleled 
output quality. Simply choose your printer, and go: 
With our brand new intelligent printer drivers you'll 
get fantastic results straight away. 

Matching colours: With the new high-speed "True 
Match" colour management system up to 16 million 
colours are closely represented by the printout. 

Various settings, like brightness, contrast, colours, and 
many more, allow for individual configuration. 



Turbnpnnt *.f C lrs»Soft 1995 |<Dl 
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The Print Manager showing the Layout function 

Improved Graphics Print Manager: 

Our integrated multi-format print and display utility has 
been considerably improved. New functions include 
support for JPEG, BMP, IFF DEEP ILBM, and many more. 
Any picture up to 16 million colours may be displayed 
either in true colour (with CybergraphX on third party 
graphics cards) or dithered with up to 256 (AGA) or 16 
colours. 

The new Layout function allows for precise mouse- 
controlled selection of printout size and position. 

No need for test printouts: The Graphics Print 
Manager will allow the user to control the results of all 
changes made to the print parameters (Brightness, 
Gamma Correction, etc.) directly on-screen before 
printing. 

/$fa£e> pour printing dreams come true,/ 
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The Preferences Menu with 7 "Index-Cards" 

Easy to use: 

/ Intuitive and clearly arranged preferences menu. 
Style guide compliant. May be hotkey-activated at 

any time. 

/ Hard copy function for fast printing of screens. 

/ Poster function for oversized printouts. 

/ Compatible to your existing Amiga software: No 
difference in printing, except new levels of quality. 

/ Will run on every Amiga model with Workbench 2.0 
or higher. 

/ Supports even the latest printer models, such as 
Canon 610, Epson Stylus Pro/Color ll/lls, HP 660/850. 

Press Reviews about TP Pro 4 - "Best Choice" 

"TPrint 4 is the new leader in every respect. It is 
simply the best choice" 

Amiga Special 9/95 

"Hard copies with cutout-function, poster printing, a 
comprehensive manual and lots of improvements form 
an outstanding printer driver system" 

Amiga Plus 8/95 

"The already impressive print results have been further 
improved, with the new True Match system playing an 
important role. Handling could not be much easier." 

Amiga Magazin 9/95 

RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE £49.99 

Ask for TurboPrint at your local computer store, or contact 

IllrseeSoft 

Meinrad-SpieD-Platz 2 
D-87660 Irsee, Germany 
Tel: +49 (0) 8341-74327 
Fax: +49 (0) 8341-12042 



PO Box 490, Dartford, 
Kent, DA1 2UH, England 
Tel: 01322-272908 
Fax: 01322-281311 



Dealer enquiries are welcome! 



Shopperdisks 



Need, 1Mb 
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ShopperChoice 

/f's fr/e choice for the new generation of Amiga users: 
the ShopperChoice disk has it all. 

TechnicalZone 

A full dozen CLI programs this month, with ones to enhance the power of your 
assigns, take control of your requesters, log your boot-ups and lots more. 

UtilityZone 

There are four utilities here. FastView II is a brilliant update that makes viewing 
pictures quicker than ever before. Noisome turns your Amiga into a chatterbox, 
while the tiny WBExtender is one of the best utilities for yonks - it transforms 
your WB titlebar. Plus! XList offers a comprehensive list of files and their status. 

Prog ram mingZone 

The code for the AMOS tutorial and T.I.M.E., an amazing level editor for game 
programmers that has been used to create levels for games such as SWOS! 

CreativeZone 

Six utilities for musicians to help play and rip modules from memory. 

InformationZone 

Updated every month, the best guides to PD Houses and User Groups. 



ApplicationZone 



Remdate II 

A Star buy last month and now here 
in its entirety, Remdate II is more 
than just an electronic diary. It is a 
full personal organiser that can even 
help you learn a little history! 
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Browser II 

Getting a blinding 95 per cent in 
Internet Select last month, this file 
manager takes the DOpus 5 route and 
adds power to your Workbench. 



Gosh! There's a lot on offer on this month's Coverdisks. A full 
database from OTM, a Licenceware demo, two applications 
given Star buys last month, and more - 5Mb of top stuff! 

Power Base 3.4 



To tie in with our comprehensive 
Business Supertest in this issue (see 
page 28), we have the full version of 
OTM's excellent database program, 
PowerBase 3.4, on Coverdisk 1. 

The beauty of PowerBase 3.4 is that 
it can be configured for almost any 
situation: you can enter, save and 
retrieve data and then send it to a 
printer for a hard copy if you wish. You 
can even include graphic files and then 
password-protect the information. 



XBSL 



1 

-2. 

■ I 



FKlfi Stlf 



cotarun 






□ 




n 




n 




a 










! 









GrAC 2 



This is a fully usable demo of the 
Licenceware game creation system 
from F1 Licenceware. It allows even 
those with no programming knowledge 
to create point and click games like 
Monkey Island. There's a full tutorial 
room and the player to allow you to try 
out any room you create yourself. All 
you need to create your own rooms is 
a simple paint package like Deluxe 
Paint. Serious fun. 




3DZone 



Attention Real3D users! Did you get the full 
version of Real3D Classic from our sister 
magazine Amiga Format, but find that you 
could do with some prepared scenes? Here 
are two complete scenes to help you get the 
most from that amazing package. 




^^^| ShopperChoice 





